
19. M a Mishi raised other children whom she <fid not herself bear; e.g. Jabu later on in 

fhp text 
20. Salim Muhamad Muhashamy was Liwal i for the Coast. 
21 Hal ima was stricken with polio. 
21. A multi-ethnic neighbourhood of Swahili andup-country people on Mombasa 

Island that was settled in the 1920s or 1930s. 
23 Ma Mishi's paternalistic assumptions about the husband's role are mirrored in the 

wifely obedience admonished to the upper-class wife of the nineteenth century in 
Werner A. and W. Hichens (eds.) 1934 Utendi wa Mwana Kupona(Advice of Mwana 
Kupona Upon the Wifely Duiy).The Azanian Classics Vol 2 Azania Press: Medstead. 

24. As part of her own initiation, Nyakanga is removed from daily life and goes into 
ihcmiddle of the forest. Such transition into a liminal state is common to rituals. 
See various works of Victor Turner. 

25. People indigenous to Mombasa did not celebrate female puberty collectively with 
such rituals before slaves came from East and Central Africa. The story here 
confirms the slave origins of these rituals - the Ngindo, Makua and Y a o were 
groups from whom slaves were taken. 

26 In part of the ritual, the initiate in earned on the kungwi's back. 
27. Mashea, the most senior member of Ma Mishi's group oi makungwi, died between 

1973 and 1975. She had been active in lelemama also. 
28. Maiko is Ma Mishi's sister; Mashea was their classificatory, not biological, mother. 
29. Vuga is the name of wedding rituals of freeborn Swahili, described by the late 

Liwal i Mbatak bin Ali Hinawiy, 1964 "Some Notes on Customs in Mombasa" 
Swahili 34 pi 1 pp 17—35. Vugo was denied anyone who was not freeborn. The 
makungwi developed dances out of their own tradition parallel to those of the 
freebdin. Nowadays, both kinds of dances are found at the same wedding. See, 
Strobel 1979 op cit Chapter 1. 

30. In the bendera (dag) dance, the makungwi wear red sashes. 
31. In the usufi (kapok, cotton) dance, the makungwi stuff pillows. 
32. The Old Town makungwi are rivals with makungwi in Majengo, a newer area of 

Mombasa. 
33. The makungwi are exhibiting the tendency of Swahili communities to divide into 

factions and rival groups. For examples, see, Lienhardt, P. (ed and trans) 1968 
Hasani bin Ismail The Medicine Man. Swifaya NguvumaliOxford University Press: 
London. Bakari 1981 op cit pp 83—84, 94—97, and notes Abdul Hamid el-Zein 
1974 The Sacred Meadows: A Structural Analysis of Religious Symbolism in an East 
African Town Northwestern University Press: Evanston passim. 
Ranger, T . O . 1975 Dance and Society in Eastern Africa: The Beiii Ngoma University 
of California Press: Berkely passim. 

34. In her first marriage she lived in more strict purdah. 
35. Fatma Mwaita, Dogo's somo. was queen of Banu Saada. 
36. Lelemama dance associations also functioned as mutual aid societies. For more on 

lelemama, see, Strobel 1979 op cit Chapter 6. 
37. Ibinaal Watan was Banu Saada's special rival association. 
38. Despite Ma Mishi's identification of Arabs with slavery and the slave trade, she 

expresses affection towards the Arab woman who in part raised her, Bi Aziza 
Jenebv. 

R E V I E W A R T I C L E 

The Poor Women's Energy Crisis* 
A. Armstrong & M. Garry* * 

Fuelwood scarcity is perhaps the most explosive budding natural disaster in 
Tanzania which will be batched by the midl990's i f immediate concerte 
efforts are not taken to curb and contain the pace of deforestation. 

N k o n o k i 1983 p 26 

The late 20th century's second major, largely unheralded, energy crisis is 
only now generating widespread concern. This slow reahsation and low pr io r i ty 
so far accorded to serious forest depletion is almost certainly due to the fact that 
its wide ranging impact has as yet directly affected only women—mainly peasant 
women who remain almost exclusively responsible fot fuel gathering in the rural 
areas ( N k o n o k i p 72). Furthermore, the exclusion o f women from village 
decision-making and the rural development process means what the immediate 
remedial action necessary is un l ikeh to receive the requisite p r io r i ty . For , as 
Mascarenhas et al state: "The availabil i ty or otherwise o f woodfuel infuences the 
time budget for w o m e n " so the issue "cannot be discussed in isolation but in the 
context o f the whole question of rural development" (Mascijrenhas et al p 1). 

Three recent reports compiled by (male) members o f staff at the University 
.o f Dar es Salaam provide a t imely and detailed survey o f the emergent crisis as 
well as some practical suggestions fqv policy makers. The report by Mwandosya 
and Luhango is essentially a nationwide, scientific assessment o f Tanzania's 
cnetgy budget which complements the detailed rural household energy surveys 
of N k o n o k i and Mascarenhas et al . . c r\ 

•Depar tment o f Georgraphy and Pohtical Science Universi ty ot U a r es 

Salaam. 

Both N k o n o k i and Mascarenhas et al l are social science studies, the 
former examining all forms o f energy and types o f ecological zones; thS later 
concentrates on the semi-arid regions o f Tanzania which are the worst affected 
areas o f deforestation. 

Compared wi th other Afr ican countries, Tanzania has a very high rate o f 
.fuelwood consumption, both in absolute volume (second only to Nigeria) and in 
per capita consumption (at 2.5m^ per person, second only to Benin ( N k o n o k i p. 
26). These high rates o f consumption can be related to the very low propor t ion o f 
total evergy needs for which commercial energy (coal, o i l and hydro-power) 
accounts: only 15 compared wi th around 50 for Kenya and Mozambique . ' Since 
commercial, energy is monopolised by the modern-urban industr ial sector, this 
e l lect ively means that 90 percent o f Tanzanians rely for their domestic fuel 
requirements on fuelwood and charcoal w i t h a to ta l o f 97 percent o f Tanzania's 

•Nkonoki S .R. 1983 The Poor Man's Energy Crisis. C h r . Mechelson Inst. Bergen 
Mascarenhas A . , I Kiku la and P. Nilson 1983 Support to Village Afforestation in 
Tanzania IRA/UDSM 
Mwandosya M . J . and M . L . P . Luhango 1983 Energy Resources Plans and End Uses 
m Tanzania Faculty of Science U D S M . 
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domestic energy coming from woodf'uel (Mascareniias et a! p 8), Fueiwood in 
other words, is overwhelmingly a basic needs issue affecting ord inary house
holds o f the mass o f rural peasantry - an issue now being taken up by the inter
nat ional agencies.-

In the face o f accelerating demand, 'fanzania has been cushioneii from 
forest depiction by its relatively favourable endewment o f forest resources (5 ha 
per capital covering 45 percent o f the country) . However, much of its 4.3 m ha o f 
woodland is located far !rom existing propula t ion concentrations and not 
easily exploitable (Mascarenhas et al p 9). Mwandonya and Luhango show that 
the rate ol comsupl ion is exceeding the sate yield o f forest products and that 
forest resources are declining in absolute terms, fhere is an annual deficiency ol 
18 - 20 m cu metres; abount twice the rate a\l forest regeneration 
Mwandosva & Luhango p 15). Lach village requires a consolidated forest 
reserve o f 75 ha i f annual fuelwood is to be replenished, yet N k o n o k i estimates 
that nearly 75 percent of Tanzanians 8,630 villages posses not even one-third o f 
this m i n i m u m requirement ( N k o n o k i p 27). Deforestation and associated 
fuelwood shortages is most seriously advanced in the semiarid zone o f north 
central Tanzania (20 percent o f the cou. i try) which extends over eight regions. 
Here it has become a central contr ibutory cause in the advance of desertification 
and its related problems of soil erosion, land and vegetation loss, f looding risk 
and longer term wa te rand moisture retention (as cited by Mascarenhas et a 1 as 
the reason for confining their area of study). The rapit depletion o f luelwood in 
these regions has occured despite the fact that these areas are the sites o f the 
greatest degree o f afforestation (Mwandosya & Luhango p 23). Moreover, the 
effects o f deforestation are cumulative. Once scarcity causes more land to be 
stripped, the emergence o l sahelian conditions becomes an ominous possibili ty. 

l iach o f the reports highlights the causes o f deforestation, out l ined as, 
firstly, growing popt i la l ion and l i \cstock numbersexticerbated by urbanistation 
and villagisation (Mascarenhas et al p 5) and corresponding changes in the 
structure o f fuel demand and intensified localised clearing; secondly, 
progressive encroachment on Ibrest land lor non-fuel uses such as agriculture 

•and the associated danger o f uncontrol led burning, and as a source o f bu i ld ing 
material unaccompanied by conservation or replenishment measures 
(Mwandosya & Luhango p 31); and, f inal ly , the fuel-hungry demands o f rural 
industries, part icularly tobacco and teacuring (which may account for as much 
as 40 percent o f to ta l woodfuel consumption) but also fish smoking, beer 
brewing, pot te iy and burnt brick making ( N k o n o k i pp 29-39). 

O n fundamental underlying theme which emerges f rom the three reports is 
the exploitative relations governing fuelwood collection and consumption and 
then serious social implications. The first is urban parastit ism. Fxcepl where 
vi l lagistat ion has disrupled local ecological balance, " r u r a l subsistence 
households do not, broa'dly speaking, cause deforestation""', ^ e l it is these • 
households, however , which sutler most from the depletion o f nearby resources 
to supply intlated urban domestic and rural industry markets. The latter suffer 
only rising prices and intermittent non-availabi l i tv (Mwandosva & Lul ia i igo p 
25). 
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Secondly, class divisions wi th in the rural area mean that the burden o f 
woodfuel shortage is shifted onto the shoulders o f the poorer households, since i t 
is the better-off and salaried groups (5-15 percent) which monopolise alternative 
modern fuels or can afford to pay for woodfuel . As a free good, the benefits o f 
meeting commercial supply o f fuelwood are restricted to a smaller group o f 
vi l lage/urban traders who have moved in to charcoal or by the operators o f rura l 
industries which use wood or charcoal ( N k o n o k i p 111). 

T h i r d l y , and o f most relevance to this review, is the system o f patr iarchial 
relations and customary sexual divison o f labour which prevails in peasant 
households. Thus, while i t is men who take the decisions on choice o f energy 
source, the responsibility for collecting, and using, is rotated among the women 
members. " W o o d is the poor man's o i l " , but women are the "hewers o f wood 
and drawers o f water"."* Vi r tua l ly no farmer buys fuelwood because it is his wives 
and daughters who are responsible for ensuring that enough fuel is available for 
cooking and other domestic purposes. Fuel collect ion, as wi th water gathering, 
therefore, is one o f the many tasks straddling productive and domestic labour in 
which female labour is expropriated by the male head o f households; women are 
not free to distribute their labour product as they wish, but ratherare compelled 
to provide food and cash needs.- The causes o f the emergent I'uelwood crisis go . 
beyond the conventional scientific assessments o f economic and ecological , 
imbalance noted in the three reports, but are rooted in the social relations - a fact 
only br ie l ly mentioned by N k o n o k i and Mascarenhas et al. Treatment o f the 
issue is also seriously obstructed by the fact that, while it is women who go for 
and utilise f i rewood, the village governments are composed p r imar i l y o f men 
who do not perceive it as a major issue and it is men who are responsible for tree 
planting. Mascarenhas et al ponder the question o f the lack o f success o f tree 
plant ing schemes by villages and Forestry Div i s ion , but fail to f ind the 
connection wi th the absence o f par t ic ipat ion and control by those p r imar i ly 
concerned, namely women (Mascarenhas et al p 7). It is largely this social 
relation which explains why fuel wood depletion has such a major and damaging 
affect in the rural areas. 

The impact o f fuelwood shortage is revealed by the studies in the semi-arid 
villages where the situation is most advanced (Mascarenhtis et al). Villagers (i.e. 
women) complain today o f having to walk 10 k m to their nearest supply o f 
fuelwood, whereas twenty years ago, the t radi t ional source o f energy was wi th in 
easy wa lk ing distance o f the homestead and rerely more than one ki lometre 
away." Furthermore, the survey by Mascarenhas et al shows 70 percent o f al l 
households are aware that both time and distance to fuelwood has increased 
over the past five years (Mascarenhas et al p 44). 

Since collection o f luelwood is done about three times per work , women 
must now walk 30 k m on average to service a family's needs. The studies show 
the time demands o f fuelwood collection to be around six hour per person per 
week, a l though in worst affected areas it may be nearly twice this. Spread overa 
year, the studies also show that fuel gathering requires '300 man-hours ' (sic) o f 
labour per year or between 12 percent lor small families and 30 percent for large 
families o f to ta l work time ( N k o n o k i p 43). These longer hours and distances, in 
some places now equaling the time needed to be spent on water collect ion, and 
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the usual method o f carrying fuelwood by headloads (average load a daunt ing 
I 4 _ 3 { ) kg!) represents serious erosion o f peasant women's time and energy. 

Adaptions enforced by shortages include the lowering quali ty o f fuelwood 
collected which means greenwood and roots are now used. There is also a 
growing but still l imi ted use o f the supplementary and lower effeciency energy 
sources o f cowdung and crop residue -a pattern dependent on seasonal 
avai labi l i ty, cattle ownership and other factors. One study now notes the 
extensions o f market relations on this sector w i th signs o f a new cash enterprises 
developing in the fuelwood trade ( N k o n o k i p i l l ) . I n Kigoma, for example, the 
paradox o f using scarce modem diesel fuel to collect fuelwood found beyond 
walking distance by lor ry has been noted. ' 

Since the increased time and energy demands o f fuelwood shortage fall 
almost exclusively on rura l women, this carries serious implications for their 
productive con t r ibu t ion . Labour t ime studies have documented the fact that the 
length o f w o r k i n g day for women is 1 'A ' — 2 times that o f men, cont r ibu t ing to 
more than 48 percent o f agricul tural p roduc t ion , p r imar i ly food crops,* and 
neady all the labour t ime input in to the reproductive system o f basic mainte
nance and childcare - the essendal back-up to agriculture. Increased fuel gathe
r ing time threatness to upset the delicate methodology o f balance by which 
peasant women organise their lives. I f they had to carry out all the activides 
expected o f them, they wou ld be required to w o r k a 23.6 hour day."* Since fuel is a 
basic need, the more time that must be devoted to its collection or paying for its 
purchase automatically means less time that can be allocated to othertasks. The 
fuelwood crisis means that women who are responsible for pr imary food 
product ion , water and fuel collection for the household, w i l l enjoy even less 
room for manoeuvre. Other tasks, most dangerously food produc t ion , wi l l 
suffer. 

The extension o f the already disproport ionate time which women spend on 
product ion is also likely to further d iminish the time and effort which they can 
devote to developing themselves through education and leisure and, in 
particular, to further reduce their already low pol i t ica l par t ic ipadon in vdlage 
and other affairs. This is a vicious cycle since it is their exlusion f rom collective., 
decisions which part ly explains the low importance still attached to the 
development and progress o f village afforestation programmes(Mascarenhaset 
al p 91). retlecting the atti tude o f village leaders (mostly men) to activities 
undertaken mainly by women. Their pol i t ical exclusion, therefore, exacerbates 
the danger o f a fuelwood shortage by avoiding or delaying action necessary in 
response to the growing problem. 

Lach o f the studies outline the action neces.sary to deal wi th the emergent 
crisis. First ly, immediate conservation measures must carry a high pr io r i ty . For 
rural householders, the in t roduct ion o f more efficient stoves, now being 
developed to replace the highly wasteful open fire, would be o f immediate 
benefit. However, they are unlikely to assist wi th deforestation since they rely on 
chaicoal rather than woodfucl . Secondly, the measures suggested to curb forest 
exploitat ion by industry, by paying an economic price and compell ing them to 
develop their own woodlots , can only assist in reducing the problem for rural 

85 

domestic users, women. T h i r d l y , expanding and improv ing tree plant ing efforts 
by the Forestry Div is ion and the villagers themselves. For each solut ion, and 
par t iculady the last, some recognition and probable adaption o f the role o f 
peasant women is l ikely to be crucial to the success or failure o f al l three 
approaches. 

Whi le these studies provide much need informat ion on the advance o f 
fuelwood and forest depletion, their concentration on the scientific/social j 
scientific Mactual dimensions, has led them to neglect the crucial role o f social 
relations governing fuelwood consumption and, in particular, the central role o f 
women. The effect o f this is only suggested in passing. The wider impact o f 
fuelwood shortage on both agricul tural product ion and women's development is 
almost whol ly lacking. In this respect, these studies unfortunately fall into the 
situation described where "Mos t works conceive o f the pea.sjtnt as a male and use 
the male gender. They also deal largely wi th issues affecting male peasant ... 
Fven such impor tant questions which affect women most poignantly, are 
analysed in relat ion to male peasants".'" 
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B O O K R E V I E W 

B E Y O N D UJAMAA IN TANZANIA: 
U N D E R D E V E L O P M E N T AND 
U N C A P T U R E D PEASANTRY* 

Kathleen Staudt** 

Does it make any difference how one conceives the economic and pol i t ica l 
par t ic ipat ion o f peasants in their countries' development processes? This is 
generally described, abstractly, in terms o f their ' in tegra t ion ' in to economic 
markets and in to the pol i t ica l system. Goran Hyden argues, provocatively, that 
i t is better understood in terms of 'capture ' . He suggests that other social classes 
have not yet captured Afr ican peasants, and in part icular Tanzanian peasants, 
who are the focus o f his book. 

Peasants are producers who experience labour rather than land scarcity and 
remain independent due to reliance on subsistence product ion , having a l imi ted 
integration in to the cash crop economy. Most impor tan t , they exist in a pre
capitalist mode in what Hyden calls an 'economy o f affection', where fami l ia l 
and communa l ties affect their behaviour more than considerations o f economic 
ra t ional i ty . 

Peasants resist incorporat ion in to the state and in to capitalist economies, 
valuing their independence and fearing the changes and subordinat ion which 
'capture ' brings. Neither the state nor capitalist structures are good at 
penetrating the peasant sector, having very different conceptions o f the reality 
which peasants live w i t h i n . Yet they must b r ing peasants into new pol i t ica l and 
economic exchange relations, according to Hyden , i f development is to proceed. 

Mo t iva t i ona l and administrative techniques common to capitalistic 
societies, such as price incentives, administrative reform and pol i t ica l education, 
are not powerful enough to influence the peasantry very much f rom outside. 
Hyden is vague as to whether the state should acquire sufficient power to 
iniluence the peasantry through the use of force and control over land, i f this is 
the only way to spur peasants' incorpora t ion . 

This is an unpleasant subject for all but the most commit ted 'modernisers'. 
Should peasants' independent subsistence product ion be rendered obsolete, or 
should peasants be left to decide eventually to transform themselves in response 
to their new opportunit ies and their mot iva t ing social and economic desires? 
These are 'macro-par t ic ipat ion ' questions, transcending any part icular project 
or programme. By posing them, even i f not answering them to everyone's 
satisfaction, Hyden adds a valuable, and value-laden, angle to the par t ic ipat ion 
debate. 

Oe major l imi ta t ion o f Hyden's discussion is that, al though cla iming to 

. Hyden, G . i98() Beyorni Ujamaa in Tanzania: lUidcrdevelopmcnt and an Uncaptured 
Peasantry Heinemann: Nairobi, 
Department of Political Science, University ot lexas. 


