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Non-aligned Movement Today: Towards 

an Ideological Perspective of 
World Order 

" i Clifford Edogun*^ 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y F R A M E W O R K 

T h e r e is a n u r g e n t need to rev iew the issues w h i c h emerged f r o m the 
recent H a v a n a Conference o n N o n - A l i g n m e n t S u c h a review w i l l shed 
l i g h t on the ideo log i ca l j u s t i f i c a t i o n of the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t as 
w e l l as the object ive cond i t i ons w h i c h have n u r t u r e d i t 

T h r e e m a j o r theses w i l l be advanced on th i s p a p e r T h e f i r s t states 
t h a t the a s y m m e t r i c a l a n d u n e q u a l economic r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h 
T h i r d W o r l d a n d the advanced c a p i t a l i s t n a t i o n s t h a t began i n the 1 6 t h 
c e n t u r y cont inues t o man i f e s t i t s e l f t oday i n resource a l l o c a t i o n 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , i n v e s t m e n t pa t t e rns , technology a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l t rade . T h 
second contends t h a t the p e r c e p t i o n o f ' ob ject ive ' c o n d i t i o n s as revealed i 
the a f o rement i oned " c h a i n s o f h i s t o r i c a l c a u s a t i o n " const i tutes a m a t t e 
of hegemony over, a n d f l u c t u a t i n g f or tunes for, n o n - E u r o p e a n people 
T h e wes tern c a p i t a l i s t d o m i n a t i o n a n d m o n o p o l y of w o r l d r a w m a t e r i a l 
t rade , m a r k e t s and out l e t s for i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a ! has set i n m o t i o n o 
perhaps, i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d the processes of p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n d e p e n d e n : 
a n d u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t i n the T h i r d W o r l d . T h j s paper thus sete ou t t 
c ons t ruc t a n h i s t o r i c a l - a n a l y t i c system i n w h i c h the l og i ca l r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between i ts e lements correspond w i t h the observable w o r l d . T h e t h i j 
thesis argues t h a t N o n - A l i g n m e n t const i tutes a body o f ideas a n d t h u s 
v i a b l e ideology for cod ing a n d d e f i n i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l events a f f ec t ing i 
w e l l - b e i n g . 

I s h a l l re fer to N o n - A l i g n m e n t a'; a " p r o t e s t - d e m a n d " ideology w i 
a t t e n t i o n on the c luster of T h i r d W o r l d a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e i r c o n t i n u 
d w i n d l i n g economic a n d techno log i ca l p o s i t i o n vis-a-vis the a d v a n " 
c a p i t a l i s t w o r l d . T h e " p r o t e s t - d e m a n d " ideology m u s t thus be u n d e r s t o ^ 
as consistent expressions a n d per cep t i on o f sovereignty over r e s o u r c i B 
be t te r t e rms of t rade , greater f i n a n c i a l a i d , etc. I n the f i n a l analys is t f l 
" p r o t e s t - d e m a n d " ideo logy of . N o n - A l i g n m e n t i m p l i e s a p a r t i c u l a r v iew 
r e a l i t y t h a t touches u p o n such f u n d a m e n t a l quest ions as: 
( i ) m u l t i n a t i o n a l e x p l o i t a t i o n o f T h i r d W o r l d countr ies , 
( i i ) d e c l i n i n g r e m u n e r a t i o n for T h i r d W o r l d r a w m a t e r i a l s as c ompared 

* i Paper was originally presented at the Internat ional Conference on the Non-
Aligned Movement held a t the Nigerian Inst i tute of Internat ional Affa 
January 23-25, 1980. 

•2 Cl i f ford Edogun is Lecturer, School of Social Sciences, University of Port H_ 
court. Port H a r c o u r t Nigeria. He wishes to thank Pro f Claude Ake for h 
useful scholarly suggestions on this paper. 
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to m a n u f a c t u r e d goods, 

( i i i ) d i m i n i s h i n g t r a d e re la t i ons (de l ibera te techno log i ca l invent ions by 
advanced c a p i t a l i s t na t i ons cont inue to c l oud o u t T h i r d W o r l d raw 
m a t e r i a l s f r o m w o r l d markets , thus w o r s e n i n g savings, incomes a n d 
balance of payments between T h i r d W o r l d nat i ons a n d the O E C D 
countries , 

(iv) ra c i sm a n d a p a r t h e i d w i t h t h e i r t w i n surrogates o f neo - co l on ia l i sm 
and i m p e r i a l i s m . 

Thus , w h i l e the s h i f t i n analys is t o these issues s h o u l d b r i n g us closer to 
c o m p r e h e n d i n g t h e i d e o l o g i c a l i m p e r a t i v e s of t h e N o n - A l i g n e d 
Movement , t h i s paper, for w a n t of a bet ter h i s t o r i c a l and ideo log i ca l set­
t ing , w i l l be g u i d e d by the n o w - f a m o u s F r a n t z F a n o n quo te : 

The fiindamental problem of our time is not the stmggle between the 
socialists and tiiem (capitalists). The plans for nuclearizing the world must 
stop, and large-scale investments and technical aid must be given to un 
derdeveloped regions. The fate of the world depends on the answer that is 
given to that question.' 

T H E H I S T O R I C S E T T I N G 

( W h a t is k n o w n today as the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t began as a con-
cious reac t i on t o western c o l o n i a l i s m a n d i m p e r i a l i s m i n the A s i a n sub- \ 
ont inent a f ter W o r l d W a r 11. T h e F r e n c h h a d been beaten i n I n d o -

China, a n d B r i t i s h , F r e n c h a n d A m e r i c a n in f luence i n M a i n l a n d C h i n a 
came to an end i n 1949. Across the E u r o p e a n c o n t i n e n t the ach ievement 
and success s tory o f Sov ie t Russ ia i n i t s b ids t o create a soc ia l s t r u c t u r e 
devoid of wes tern e x p l o i t a t i o n h a d gained widespread recogn i t i on a m o n g 
colonized T h i r d W o r l d nat ions . A s i a n n a t i o n a l i s m q u i c k l y emerged, w i t h | 
H o Ch i M i n h , M a o , N e h r u a n d S u k a r n o becoming the l e a d i n g proponents 
of sel f -rel iance a n d deve l opment f r o m w i t h i n . However , to pro tec t a n d ' 
perpetuate the i m p e r i a l o l i garchy t h a t the F r e n c h ( I n d o - C h i n a ) , the 

u t ch (East I n d i e s ) , the Portuguese (Goa) a n d the B r i t i s h (Singapore a n d 
\*ong Kong) h a d establ ished i n the area, the U n i t e d States, now the u n -

isputed leader o f the free w o r l d a n d a p p a r e n t l y aware o f the huge 
markets t h a t w o u l d be l os t i n these regions, was forced t o invo lve i ts 
rj , , ' t a r y , economic a n d p o l i t i c a l inf luence aga ins t A s i a n n a t i o n a l i s m . 

when the B u n d u n g Conference (the f o r e r u n n e r o f the N o n - A l i g n e d 
^^ovement) convened i n I n d o n e s i a i n 1955, i t set the tone of the sub-
Wo u " * objectives o f the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t O p e r a t i n g w i t h i n a 
*^ighr hy t w o super-powers , . the B a n d u n g Conference sought to 

k v e g y ' ^ ^ t the issue of p o l i t i c a l independence, the e l i m i n a t i o n o f the las t 
i * 1 d tK^ E u r o p e a n c o l o n i a l i s m , the deve l opment o f n a t i o n a l economies 
L R e s t a b l i s h m e n t of l i b e r a t i o n movements . 
• ^ ^ ^ s t h e t i m e the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t convened f o r m a l l y a t the ^^l^^e Conference i n 1961, the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e , purpose a n d d i r e c t i o n 
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of the M o v e m e n t , as d e m o n s t r a t e d a t the B a n d u n g Conference, ha3^ 
d r a s t i c a l l y changed. F i r s t , the Peoples R e p u b l i c of C h i n a h a d w i t h d r a w n ' 
froiT; t h i s conference for obvious reasons. She was m o r a l l y a n d 
ideo log i ca l l y c o m m i t t e d t o the V ie tnamese s truggle aga inst A m e r i c a n i m ­
p e r i a l i s m i n I n d o - C h i n a . Besides, M a o ' s d i c t u m t h a t no n a t i o n can be 
n e u t r a l d i r e c t l y c o n t r a d i c t e d the po l i cy of n e u t r a l i s m t h a t the n e w l y 
emergent n o n - a l i g n e d A f r i c a n a n d A s i a n nat ions h a d adopted . Second, 
the t w i n concept of N o n - A l i g n m e n t a n d n e u t r a l i s m was d e l i b e r a t e l y con­
fused to m e a n one a n d the same t h i n g by western authors w h o h a d con­
ceived neutralism''^ as the on ly v i a b l e device b y the n e w l y sovereign b u t 
economica l ly dependent A f r i c a n a n d A s i a n states to loosen t h e i r ties w i t h 
the ideo log i ca l ly p r e g n a n t C o m m u n i s t C h i n a . George L i s k a w r o t e : 

The realities of non-alignment and neutralism must be viewed in a double 
perspective, since they themselves flow from closely interwoven responses to 
external factors and domestic conditions. Non-alignment can be adopted on 
the basis of rat ional estimates o f the conditions required for national security^ 
and domestic stabil ity; but a policy of m i l i t a n t neutralism in particular i ^ 
likely to be strongly affected by non-rational ideological preoccapations an(f 
by an almost too pragmatic quest for aid and status internationally ' 

T h e p o i n t o f such received t h e o r e t i c a l construct is no t d i f f i c u l t to 
imag ine . M o s t T h i r d W o r l d leaders, b y 1961, c o n s t i t u t e d n a t i o n a l a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e bourgeois ie whose consciousness was eas i ly m a n i p u l a t e d by 
m e t r o p o l i t a n scholarship . L i ska ' s p o i n t was c lear : T h i r d W o r l d develop-^ 
m e n t w o u l d be dependent o n f i n a n c i a l a n d i n v e s t m e n t h a n d outs c a r e f u l l y ! 
w o r k e d o u t between ex-colonies a n d t h e i r metropo les and a n y po l i cy other ] 
t h a n n e u t r a l i s m ( w h i c h a c t u a l l y m e a n t d i v e s t i n g any economic a n d 1 
p o l i t i c a l ties w i t h the soc ia l i s t countr ies ) w o u l d be d e t r i m e n t a l to b o t h I 
s h o r t a n d l o n g - t e r m d e v e l o p m e n t T h u s w h e n L i s k a equates " m i l i t a n t i 
n e u t r a l i s m " w i t h " n o n - r a t i o n a l ideo log i ca l preoccupat ions , " the fate flH 
Sekou Toure ' s Gu inea , Cast io ' s C u b a a n d Nasser's E g y p t b r i n g v i v H 
memor i es o f the enormous p u n i t i v e economic weapons a t the d isposal 
the advanced c a p i t a l i s t nat i ons . 

I n r e a l i t y , i t can be a r g u e d t h a t by 1961 the n e w l y i n d e p e n d e n t 
A f r i c a n a n d A s i a n nat i ons f o u n d i t expend ient t o c ont inue economic tifl 
w i t h the m e t r o p o l i t a n countr ies . A f t e r a l l , i t is no t inconceivable t l ^ i H 
t h e i r t r a n s i t i o n to " p e a c e f u l " independence t h a t was w o r k e d o u t i n L o f l 
d o n a n d Par i s h a d been c o n d i t i o n e d u p o n c o n t i n u e d v is ib le economic anW 
f i n a n c i a l presence o f the ex - co l on ia l masters. I n the F r e n c h A f r i c a n c o u 9 
tr ies , f or example , such s t r u c t u r a l - e c o n o m i c l i n k s to F r a n c s are s t i l l v e j 
e v i d e n t today. T h e y (except G u i n e a C o n a k r y ) are no t o n l y members of t H 
F r e n c h c o m m u n i t y b u t a lso associate members of the E E C . T h e economH 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f such u n e q u a l p a r t n e r s h i p cannot be o v e r e m p h a s i z e * 
W h i l e F r a n c e and o ther E u r o p e a n E E C members are free t o se l l a n d b l H 
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anywhere on the basis of cost /benef i t c r i t e r i a , the ex -French A f r i c a n coun­
t i e s ' scope for economic independence is severely l i m i t e d . T r a d e a n d i n -
yestment f inances and m a n u f a c t u r e s are o b t a i n e d large ly f r o m France . 
Such one-way dependence has adversely affected these nat i ons ' f reedom 
of manouvre i n w o r l d m a r k e t s . 

Tab les 1-3 show the u n e q u a l t rade r e la t i ons between the C e n t r a l 
A f r i c a n Republ i c , G a b o n and the I v o r y Coast and t h e i r m a j o r t r a d i n g 
partners. T h e average share of these nat i ons ' e x p o r t to France a m o u n t e d 
to 40.9 percent i n 1965, 41.5 percent i n 1970 a n d 35.9 percent i n 1975. T h e 
next m a j o r p a r t n e r , the U n i t e d States, contro ls an average of 15.6 percent 
of C A R ' s t rade , 7.5 percent o f Gabon 's t rade a n d 15.2 percent of I v o r y 
Coast's t rade . These t rade pa t t e rns c e r t a i n l y reveal the e lements of 
dependence. O n the i m p o r t side, the ex - co l on ia l t e r r i t o r i e s have prac ­
tically n o t h i n g of i m p o r t va lue t o offer t h e i r m a j o r t r a d i n g par tners . 
Therefore , for a l l the f igures a v a i l a b l e t h e i r i m p o r t p o t e n t i a l a m o u n t s to 
zero. 

Moreover , recent ly , F r a n c e has in tervened i n C h a d , i n the C e n t r a l 
A f r i c a n Repub l i c a n d h a d s t a t i o n e d troops i n Senegal, f o l l o w i n g the 
Senegalese-Franco m i l i t a r y agreement of 1974. T h u s a t the end of the 
Belgrade Conference on N o n - A l i g n m e n t i n 1961, i t was ev ident t h a t any 
po int of v iew e m a n a t i n g f r o m the Conference ref lected those of a weak , 
fragmented, e conomica l l y dependent A f r o - A s i a n states. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
its s trong suppor t for l i b e r a t i o n and indepjendence movements , the f i n a l 
communique scarcely co r re la ted w i t h observed rea l i t ies . F o r instance, 
membership had to be long t o ne i ther the c o m m u n i s t nor the western 
m i l i t a r y blocs; there was to be no b i l a t e r a l m i l i t a r y a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h a 
bloc counti-y; no fore ign m i l i t a r y base on the soi l of member-states ; the 
pursui t of a n independent po l i cy based on "peaceful coexistence;" a n d , 
f ina l l y , i n t e r n a l pol ic ies a n d s t ruc tures of countr ies were considered 
i r re levant : they c o u l d be c o m m u n i s t , capf ital ist or a c o m b i n a t i o n of bo th . " 

A f t e r confusing n o n - a l i g n m e n t w i t h n e u t r a l i s m , bourgeois scholars 
sought to expand t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t by 
exp la in ing its existence as a n outcome of the C o l d W a r . T h e i r a r g u m e n t 
took the f o l l o w i n g f o r m : T h e w o r l d was now d o m i n a t e d by t w o super­
powers, the U n i t e d States and the Soviet U n i o n , w i t h t h e i r a l l ies . E a c h 
had the nuclear c a p a b i l i t y to dest iqy the h u m a n race. S a n d w i c h e d bet­
ween these t w o g iants are u n c o m m i t t e d , underdeve loped newly emergent 
' l on -European states, whose r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the super-powers has been 
^ondit ioned by <Jieir m u t u a l respect for state sovereignty. O n the one 

the so-called non -a l i gned states w i s h t o r e m a i n f l i r t s by keep ing the 
super-powers s t a l e m a t e d so as to be ab le to e x t r a c t and e x t o r t possible 
^oncess -̂ ng from b o t h sides._ O n the other h a n d , the super-powers, w h i l e 

S eeing i n p r i n c i p l e to keep these non -a l i gned states u n c o m m i t t e d 
^ i t a r i l y , h a d the o p p o r t u n i t y as never before to p i t c h a n d " c o m -
j ^'"'^ialize" the strengths of t h e i r socio-economic systems. T h u s , 
^^vourable fore ign a i d programmes , the d i sp lay of new techno log i ca l i n -

^ '^tions (the outer space race, for example ) , m o r a l a n d m a t e r i a l c o m i t -
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m e n t to the asp i ra t i oas o f oppressed peoples, per formances i n w o r l d 
sports events, etc., w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y convert these nat i ons t o e i ther side's 
ideo log i ca l perspective i n the l o n g r u n . * 

Tables 1-3 E x p o r t s t r u c t u r e and m a j o r t r a d i n g p a r t n e r s o f 
selected F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g A f r i c a n states 

(mi l l i on U.S. dollars) 

Table 1 

Percent of partner's imports 

1965 1970 1975 1965 1970 

CAR 
(total) 26,363 30,579 47,181 
France 9,943 15,210 19,818 0.1 0.1 France 

(37.7) (49.7) (42.0) 
Belgium 151 3,706 4,442 0.0 0.0 Belgium 

(0.6) (12: i ) (9.4) 
U S A 3,489 72 3,918 0.0 0.0 
u .o .n. (13.2) (0.2) (8.3) 

Table 2 

Percent of partner's impo 
1965 1970 1975 1965 1970 

G A B O N 
95,941 121,184 942,165 

France 46,470 51,044 365,851 0.4 0.3 
(48.4) (42.1) •••(38.8) 

U .S A 17,557 4,659 257,256 0.1 0.0 
(18.3) (3.8) (27.3) 

W Oer-
many 10,308 8,160 56,110 0.1 0.0 

(10.7) (6.7) (6.0) 

Table 3 

Percent of partner's imports 
1965 1970 1975 1965 1970 1975 

I V O R Y 
COAST 
(total) 277,162 468,800 1,181,569 
France 104,400 153,130 320,018 1.0 0.8 

(37.7) (32.7) (27.1) 
U.S.A. 43,066 87,585 120,583 0.2 0.2 

(15.5) (18.7) (10.2) 
Nether­
lands 19,198 42,463 123,169 0.3 0.3 

(6.9) (9.1) (10.4) 
W. Ger-

18,367 45,033 104,510 0.1 0.1 
many (6.6) (9.6) (8.8) 

Source: United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics. VoL 1, 1977. 
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Indeed , wes tern o p i n i o n of the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t , i n the decade 

of the 1960s, s t emmed f r o m the above a t t e m p t s t o define the M o v e m e n t as 
opportunist ic . As J . W . B u r t o n noted , N o n - A l i g n m e n t came to be v i e w e d i n 
the West as a po l i cy of s h o r t - t e r m expediency w h i c h does no t safeguard i t 
against a l i g n m e n t pressures i n the power con f l i c t or have w i t h i n i t the 
elements of s t a b i l i t y . I t was, therefore , never t a k e n seriously as a l ong-
term p r o g r a m m e . As B u r t o n puts i t , the M o v e m e n t was seen "as a means 
of d i v e r t i n g a t t e n t i o n f r o m domest ic p r o b l e m s because i t a l l o w s leaders to 
take d r a m a t i c stances a n d t o oppose the m a i n g iants - t h a t is, w h o l l y a n t i -
western a n d a n t i - c o l o n i a l L s t " " 

Yet , wh i l e " bourgeois scho larship sought to d i s c r e d i t and d i s t o r t the 
impact of the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f fa i rs , the 
ideological br i ckstones on w h i c h the M o v e m e n t was founded r e m a i n e d 
alive. T h e Castros of Cube, the T o u r e s of Gu inea , the H o C h i M i n h s of 
Indo -Ch ina , the B e n B e l l a s of A l g e r i a , i t was revealed t h a t as T h i r d 
W o r l d peoples were d r a w n i n t o new economic and c o m m e r c i a l r e la t i ons 
w i t h the advanced c a p i t a l i s t economy, indegehous economic s t ructures 
were forced t o serve new e x t e r n a l ends. T h e i r i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o the w o r l d 

I economy m e a n t the e x t r a c t i o n of b o t h the i r h u m a n a n d phys ica l resour­
ces Subsistence, r u r a l economies were converted i n t o vas t reservoir of 
labour to be u t i l i z e d accord ing t o the f o r tunes o f the c a p i t a l i s t economies. 
These rea l i t ies became the nerve of the N o n - A l i g n e d ideo log i ca l t h o u g h t 
processes t h a t bourgeois scholars ignored t h r o u g h o u t the decades of the 
1950s and 19608. 

I t was l e f t ' t o the decade of the 1970s for the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t 
to revive, re-assert and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e i ts m e t h o d of a p p r o a c h to i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l economic issues. These issues had to be c l ear ly de f ined to 
i l l u m i n a t e t h e i r ideo log i ca l r a m i f i c a t i o n s . I n d i c a t i o n s of u n e q u a l ex­
changes h a d to be s u b s t a n t i a t e d a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l o rganizat ions - f r o m 
the W o r l d B a n k fo U N C T A D - p r o v i d e d convenient f o r u m s f r o m w h i c h t o 
elaborate the i r ideo log ica l r ebound . 

• S O M E R E F L E C T I O N S O N T H E G L O B A L D I L E M M A : 
• T R A D E , C A P I T A L A N D T E C H N O L O G I C A L D E T E R M I N A N T S 
B OF U N D E R D E V E L O P M E N T A N D D E P E N D E N C E 

I n this section, we e x a m i n e the substance a n d the " l a w s of m o t i o n " of 
Underdevelopment as they d r a w t h e i r s t r e n g t h f r o m , and are d i r e c t a t -

ibutes of, the c f v ^ t a l i s t m a r k e t s t r u c t u r e . F o r t h i s exercise, we a d o p t t w o 
^nter-related arguments . F i r s t , we contend t h a t , w h i l e c a p i t a l , inves tment 
J^d technology cont inue to be u t i l i z e d as e x t e r n a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l factors 
^ " negauVe effects o n T h i r d W o r l d deve lopment , t rade r e m a i n s the f u n -
^ n i e n t a l relational p h e n o m e n o n t h a t de termines T h i r d W o r l d u n -

""development a n d dependence. So, where nat ions e x h i b i t d i m i n i s h i n g 
onetar^ re turns for t h e i r p roduc ts ( i n th is case, t rade def ic i ts for T h i r d 
^'•Id nat ions are facts o f l i f e since d e m a n d for t h e m are a t the w h i m of 
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the c o n s u m p t i o n preferences of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t nat ions ) exchange 
reserves are adversely af fected ar id these i n t u r n af fect the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
c a p i t a l , inves tment a n d technology. Second, the pecu l iar s t r u c t u r a l 
features of underdeve loped countr ies bear witness to the fac t t h a t t h e i r 
present state has been d e t e r m i n e d by a h i s t o r i c a l deve lopment i n w h i c h 
e x t e r n a l forces have p l a y e d a n d cont inue t o p l a y a p r o m i n e n t role . These 
e x t e r n a l forces m u s t , therefore , be increas ing ly t a k e n i n t o cons iderat i on i n 
the v a r i o u s theories of deve lopment a n d u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t . 

G u n n a r M y r d a l a n d R a u l Preb i s ch have sought t o p r o v i d e t h e o r e t i c a l 
e x p l a n a t i o n s of u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t by deduc ing the present state of u n ­
derdeveloped countr ies bas i ca l l y a n d p r i m a r i l y f r o m the deve lopment of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s a n d the effects of c o l on iza t i on . C o n -
c e r n t r a t i n g on the t r a d e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween the advanced c a p i t a l i s t 
countr ies a n d the underdeve loped nat ions , they exp lore the u n e q u a l i z i n g 
effects t h a t m a n i f e s t themselves i n these relatfionships. ' ' 

T h e M y r d p l thesis emphasized s t rong ly the economic d i sadvantage 
t h a t results for the dependent c o u n t r y f r o m its r e la t i ons w i t h the 
metropoles . T h u s , o w i n g t o the d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the terms of t rade for the 
underdeve loped countr ies , the d e v e l o p m e n t d i n t e r n a t i o n a l t rade i n ­
creases i n e q u a l i t i e s and e luc idates the adverse effects of the economic 
p o l i c y of the c o l on i z ing powers o n the d e v e l o p m e n t of b a c k w a r d countr ies . 
M y r d a l a t t r i b u t e s t h i s phenomenon p r i m a r i l y to the p l a y of the m a r k e t 
forcea I n his v iew, " t h e p l a y o f forces i n the m a r k e t n o r m a l l y tends to i n ­
crease r a t h e r t h a n decrease the i n e q u a l i t i e s between reg ion . "* I n a poor 
country , especial ly , " t h e free p l a y of the m a r k e t forces w i l l w o r k very 
p o w e r f u l l y to create r e g i o n a l i n e q u a l i t i e s a n d to w i d e n t h o s e , w h i c h 
a l r e a d y exist since the c e n t r i f u g a l force of economic expans ion , the 
' spread effect,' is weak. "* T h a t there is a tendency i n h e r e n t i n the free 
p l a y of m a r k e t forces to create r e g i o n a l i n e q u a l i t i e s , a n d t h a t th i s ten­
dency becomes the m o r e d o m i n a n t the poorer a c o u n t r y is, are t w o of the 
mos t i m p o r t a n t l a w s o f economic u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d deve l opment u n 
der laissez-faire.'** 

I n the f a m o u s Preb i s ch R e p o r t ' * , s u b m i t t e d t o the W o r l d T r a d e C o n 
ference, R a u l Preb i s ch considered the m a i ^ obstacles to the economic* 
g r o w t h o f developing countr ies as t h e i r u n f a v o u r a b l e s i t u a t i o n i n i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l t rade . T h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the t e r m s of t rade of these nat ions 
are d i r e c t a t t r i b u t e s o f the p a t t e r n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n of l a b o u a 
a n d the i n t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e of the countr ies p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n i t , a n d to the 
spontaneous changes t h a t have t a k e n place i n th i s s t r u c t u r e , m a i n l y as a 
r e s u l t of scienti f ic a n d techno log i ca l progress, a n d p a r t l y due to t h 
d e l i b e r a t e l y scheming t r a d e a n d customs p o l i c y o f the advanced c a p i t a l i s t 
countr ies . A c c o r d i n g to the Preb i s ch thesis, i t is d i sputed t h a t the i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r is a b l e t o ensure the c o n v e n t i o n a l a d ­
vantages of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e a n d the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the thesis of c o m ­
p a r a t i v e advantages i n r e l a t i o n t o the least developed countr ies . Con ­
sequently , the b a c k w a r d countr ies c o u l d n o t c a r r y ou t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , 
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j i fcause the advantages of t e chn i ca l progress are unevenly d i s t r i b u t e d i n 
,lie w o r l d economy. T h u s , t e chn i ca l progress appears greater i n i n d u s t r i a l 
I'nan i n p r i m a r y p r o d u c t i o n . 

T h e Preb isch thesis reveals the specific m e c h a n i s m of income d r a i n -
itf t h r o u g h i n t e r n a t i o n a l t rade , b y showing how the benefits of the i n -

> lease i n p r o d u c t i v i t y i n the e x p o r t sectors of the underdeve loped coun-
i, j , .s are sys temat i ca l l y t r a n s f e r r e d t o the advanced i m p o r t i n g country . 
The reason for th is , exp la ins Szentes, is t h a t the wage level i n the e x p o r t 
• e i tors is u n d e r pressure a n d so the increase i n p r o d u c t i v i t y resul ts i n the 
further expans ion of p r o d u c t i o n a n d consequently a drop i n prices instead 
,1 a n i m p r o v e m e n t i n r e a l wages.'^ Indeed , the Preb isch i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

^eeins to p u t to rest a l l those theor ies w h i c h , by r e f e r r i n g to the thesis of 
( o m p a r a t i v e advantages , t r y to prove the m u t u a l l y advantageous charac ­
ter of the ex i s t ing i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n of l a b o u r between the advanced 
r a p i t a l i s t countr ies and t h e T h i r d W o r l d . 

Several conclusions emerge f r o m these t h e o r e t i c a l exp l i ca t i ons . F i r s t 
if IS establ ished t h a t the r e l a t i o n s of dependence are r o o t e d i n the system 
ot i m p e r i a l i s m . T h i s began i n the ear ly conquests when, i n the las t t h i r d 
of the 19th century , " c lass i ca l c a p i t a l i s m t u r n e d i n t o m o n o p o l y c a p i t a l i s m 
and the f inance c a p i t a l of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t countr ies d i v i d e d the 
whole w o r l d i n t o spheres of i n t e r e s t " ' ' * T o d a y , even a f ter p o l i t i c a l i n ­
dependence of T h i r d W o r l d nat i ons , d i r e c t economic dependence has 

Icome to mean t h a t a l l key posit ions o f the economies of T h i r d W o r l d 
nations are i n the hands of, or are c o n t r o l l e d by , f o re ign m o n o p o l y c a p i t a l . 
This has ensured the d i r e c t e x p l o i t t i t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n o f the u n -
Herdeyeloped countr ies , the systematic a p p r o p r i a t i o n a n d r e p a t r i a t i o n of 

» o s t oi the surplus produced by the l o ca l l a b o u r force as w e l l as p a r t of 
B i e surplus real ized by the s m a l l c o m m o d i t y producers and a c e r t a i n 
• r o p o r t i o n o f the income of the w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n . ' " 
H T a b l e 4 . w o u l d appear t o be consistent w i t h the var ious i n -
• r p r e t a t i o n s advanced by M y r d a l a n d Prebisch. T h e t o t a l t rade p i c ture , 
^ J t w e e n these years , const i tutes a t o k e n share o f w o r l d t rade for the T h i r d 
^ • o r l d . O n the i m p o r t side, i t can be noted t h a t b e g i n n i n g i n 1974 there 

some d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p between a decl ine i n the i m p o r t s of the 
^ • y e l o p e d c a p i t a l i s t economies a n d a corresponding increase for those of 
B T h i r d W o r l d 

countr ies . I t is suggested here t h a t the decl ine i n the 
^ ^ e l o p e d nat i ons ' i m p o r t s was the r e s u l t of b u y i n g less f r o m u n -
^ • d e v e l o p e d nat ions . T a b l e s 1-3 showed the a l m o s t non-ex is tent share of 
^ • ^ o r t s by the l e a d i n g t r a d i n g p a r t n e r s of F r e n c h A f r i c a . O u r h u n c h is 

this t r e n d v ^ l l be f o u n d t o be consistent w i t h o ther T h i r d W o r l d 
^•P_^ns. T h u s the dec l ine observed i n the i m p o r t s of the developed 
| K " t a l i s t economies means n o t h i n g less t h a n the fac t t h a t these nat i ons 
K i l e . a d o p t e d p r o t e c t i o n i s t pol ic ies or have passed t h r o u g h some 
•g[.estones of t echno log i ca l i n v e n t i o n . 
' - ' increase i n i m p o r t s for the underdeve loped countries , b e g i n n i n g 
^ ' reveals the n a t u r e o f t h e i r u n e q u a l t rade r e la t i ons w i t h the^ad-
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vanced c a p i t a l i s t nat ions . F o r one t h i n g , ins tead o f c r e a t i n g n a t i o n a l 
p r o d u c t i v e economies, these nat i ons have been made to regard fore ign 
goods as indispensable . S u c h increases i n i m p o r t s have c u t deep i n t o t h e i r 
incomes, negat ively a f fect ing t h e i r capac i ty t o invest or even " b u y " 
technology f r o m the advanced c a p i t a l i s t countries . 

A t a glance, one w o u l d have expected t h a t the di f ference between tht 
e x p o r t a n d i m p o r t percentages for the underdeve loped countr ies is suf­
f i c i e n t to prov ide the necessary deve lopment c a p i t a l . However , as 
Prebisch has noted, the t r a d e d commod i t i e s of the underdeve loped coun­
tr ies are m a i n l y foodstuffs a n d r a w m a t e r i a l s w h i c h are t r a n s f e r r e d to the 
i n d u s t r i a l centres of E u r o p e a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a . F u r t h e r m o r e , the prices 
of m a n u f a c t u r e d goods, large ly produced by the advanced c a p i t a l i s t 
nat ions , have r isen d i s p r o p o r t i o n a l l y i n c o m p a r i s o n to the prices of 
p r i m a r y products . T h i s is closely connected w i t h the h igher income 
e las t i c i t y of d e m a n d for i n d u s t r i a l products , w h i l e the role p l a y e d by the 
" d e m o n s t r a t i o n effect" increases the d e m a n d for i m p o r t e d i n d u s t r i a l 
products by underdeve loped countr ies . 

Table 4; Share of major economic and regional groupings in 
total world exports and imports, 1972-78 

( in percentages) 

(a) Imports 

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978| 

Wor ld 100 100 100 100 100 100 10»| 
Developed 
capitalist 
economies 72.7 72.7 71.6 67.9 69.2 68.5 68.3 
Developing 
economies 16.6 16.7 19.0 20.9 20.4 21.6 21.7 

(b) Exports 

19 7 2 1 973 1 974 1975 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 978 
Wor ld 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Developed 
capitalist 
economies 
Developing 
economies 

71.8 70.7 64.6 66.1 64.8 64.7 67.4 

17.9 19.2 26.9 24.2 25.9 25.7 22.9 

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 1979. 

T a b l e 5 a n d 6 e luc idate a p a t t e r n t h a t has now come to d o m i n a t e the 
n e t w o r k of w o r l d t rade : the d i m i n i s h i n g vo lume of t rade t ransacted bet­
ween the advanced c a p i t a l i s t nat i ons a n d the underdeve loped countries-
C l a u d e A k e noted t h a t t echno log i ca l progress has made the west m u c h 
less dependent o n p r i m a r y producers as synthet ic products increas ing ly 
replace r a w m a t e r i a l s . O n the other hand , " t r a d e a m o n g the wester 
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countries has been increas ing m u c h faster t h a n t rade between the wes t 
and the deve lop ing countr ies . Exchanges w i t h the underdeve loped coun­
tries account for less t h a n 20 percent of the t rade of the developed coun-
t r i e s i " ' ^ 

As T a b l e 5 shows, the average percentages of the T h i r d W o r l d share 
,1 the n e t w o r k of w o r l d t r a d e f o r the f our years a m o u n t s t o on ly 22 per­

m i t w h i l e t h a t of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t n a t i o n s stood a t a n average of 
,7 percent, or a r a t i o o f 3 t o 1. T a b l e 6 presents a s i m i l a r c o n t r a s t F o r the 
our years, a n average of 71 percent of the v o l u m e c f t o t a l t rade of a l l the 
( ivanced c a p i t a l i s t c ountr i es w a s t r a n - a c t e d between t h e m . T h i s is i n 
harp c on t ras t t o the less t h a n a n average '>f 24 percent of then- t o t a l 

- a d e t ransac ted w i t h the T h i r d W o r l d . 

Tables 5 and 6: The Network of world trade by origins and 
destination - value of exports and annual 
average, 1974-1977 (in b i l l i on U.S. dollars) 

Table 5 

O R I G I N D E S T I N A T I O N 

Year 

974 
975 
976 
977 

Year 

1 9 ' 
I H 
19 
19-. 

Soi> 

W o r l d 

838.2 
872.2 
988.3 

1119.6 

O R I G I N 
Developed 

capitalist 
economies 

541.7 
577.2 
642.1 
729.1 

Developed capi­
ta l is t economies 

588.0 
572.7 
666.2 
748.6 

Table 6 

D E S T I N A T I O N 
Developed 

capitalist 
economies 

397.9 
402.0 
458.0 
517.7 

Developing 
economies 

173.7 
200.6 
219.4 
255.7 

Developing 
economies 

113.8 
138.3 
147.2 
172.6 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979. 

«rouD . ^^^'^^^''^^ °f ^ o r l d export and import shares of major commodity 
Point t and destination, are shown in tables 7 and 8. T h e 
total ° ^ ^ **** developed market economies, w i t h a 
averaKe°?7o* ' ' ' " '^^ ^^^'^^ cens^tses) consumed a n 
Ig.X ^ percent of these items produced, while a n average of o.ily 
^ hilJio'^*^!"* ^ " ' " ^ consumed by a population of a lmost 
sumpy " ^^^76 censuses) in the T h i r d World. T h i s same pattern of con-

on can be noted in agricultural raw materials , ores and metals, 
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fuels a n d m a n u f a c t u r e d goods. T a b l e 8 shows w o r l d i m p o r t s , by or ig in . ; 
W i t h the exception of fuels, deve lop ing countr ies c ont inue to exper ience 
d i i i i i n i s h i n g shares i n w o r l d c o m m o d i t y exports . F o r instance, i n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l raw m a t e r i a l s , 40.4 percent was i m p o r t e d f r o m the 
deve lop ing countr ies i n 1955. B y 1976 th i s had d r o p p e d prec ip i tous ly to 
27.1 p e r c e n t T h i s appears to reveal the p a r a d o x pecu l iar to t h s 
deve lop ing nat ions ' economies: T h e i r m a r k e t s are be ing f looded w i t h 
these commodi t i e s f r o m the advanced c a p i t a l i s t countr ies because most 
T h i r d W o r l d nat ions now find i t more convenient to buy t h a n to produce 
even a g r i c u l t u r a l raw m a t e r i a l s for w h i c h they are special ized i n the i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n of labour . 

Table 7: S t r u c t u r e of exports : w o r l d percentage shares of m a j o r 
c o m m o d i t y groups by d e s t i n a t i o n , 195.5, 1970, 1976. 

Developed Developing 

Commodity groups 
A l l food items 

.Agricultural raw 
materials 

Ores & Metals 

Fuels 

Manufactured goods 

market economies 
W o r l d economies 

1955 100.0 72.6 18.9 
1970 100.0 72.3 18 0 
1976 100.0 67.7 20.4 

1955 100.0 76.6 1 2 . 0 
1970 100.0 74.4 13.0 
1976 100.0 74.5 15.4 

1955 100.0 74.1 14.4 
1970 100.0 76.4 11.8 
1976 100.0 66.5 16.9 

1955 100.0 60.6 26.5 
1970 100.0 75.2 1 6 . 0 

1976 100.0 75.3 17 i 

1955 100.0 53.4 32.3 
1970 100.0 68.6 20.7 
1976 100.0 64.2 25.3 

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979. 

Table 8: S t r u c t u r e of i m p o r t s : w o r l d percentage shares by o r i g i n of 
m a j o r c o m m o d i t y g roups , 1955, 1970, 1976. 

Commodity groups 
A l l food items 1955 

1970 
1976 

Wor ld 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Developed Developing 
market economies 
economies 

48.7 
59.0 
61.7 3<! 9 

Agricultural raw 
materials 

Qres & Metals 

Fuels 

Manufactured goods 
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1955 100.0 48.4 40.0 
1970 100.0 58.4 30.3 
1976 100.0 61.5 27.1 
1955 100.0 67.7 21.0 
1970 100.0 70.4 ^ 18.4 
1976 100.0 73.3 15.6 
1955 100.0 31.7 57.4 
1970 100.0 26.5 63.1 
1976 100.0 16.1 75.2 
1955 100.0 85.1 4.7 
1970 100.0 85.1 5.3 
1976 100.0 83.6 7.7 

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979. 

T H E " P R O T E S T - D E M A N D " I D E O L O G Y : A D V O C A T I N G 
A W O R L D O R D E R F O R M U T U A L G A I N 

T h e foregoing analyses appear to have g iven a d d e d s t r e n g t h t o the 
various organized expressions of d iscontent , by the N o n - A l i g n e d 
Movement , to the one-sided dependence t h a t character izes the w o r l d 
economy. W h e t h e r i t is the A l g i e r s S u m m i t of 1973 or the L o m e Con­
vent ion negot iat ions or the recent U N I D O Conference i n I n d i a , these 
organized expressions, t h a t I s h a l l refer t o as the " p r o t e s t - d e m a n d " 
ideology, have f o l l o w e d a consistent p a t t e r n : the poor nat i ons have been 
ruthlessly e x p l o i t e d by the r i c h causing m a n y o f the T h i r d W o r l d ' s 
seemingly i n t r a c t a b l e deve l opment prob lems ; a n d , the r i c h m u s t now 
make special efforts to he lp the poor countr ies ca t ch up by, a m o n g other 
things, p a y i n g h i g h prices for t h e i r products and increas ing the level of 
their a i d . 

I n th i s section, w e e x a m i n e the themes of t h i s " p r o t e s t - d e m a n d " 
ideology as they bear u p o n the p r e v a i l i n g conventions on i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic t ransac t i ons a n d the a t t e m p t s to a l t e r these conventions i n a 
World of increas ing interdependence . T h e A l g e r i a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , A b -
delaziz B o u t e f i i k a , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y i n t r o d u c e d the p r o b l e m thus : 

The new strategy which the T h i r d Wor ld is proposing to the international 
community is based on a pattern of cooperation which w i l l give a l l countries 
the prospect of bui ld ing their economies on the foundation of their own 
resources and make international trade the favoured instrument of an 
equitable wor ld ^distribution of wor ld income." 

o comprehend the r a t i o n a l e o f the N o n - A l i g n e d " p r o t e s t r d e m a n d " 
^^eology, ^8 b o t h a p r o g r a m m e of a c t i o n and a p a r t i c u l a r v i e w of r e a l i t y , 
^ i * * argued t h a t the c l a i m s of the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t rest i n p a r t on 
ba^ t h a t a l l peoples have a r i g h t t o the sa t i s fac t i on of c e r t a i n 

^'c h u m a n needs a n d t h a t those w h o have been ab le to do so have a 
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respons ib i l i t y to sat is fy the needs o f others for the sake o f h u m a n i t y . I t is 
also argued t h a t , a t best, t h e ex i s t ing i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order, i n ­
c h d i n g the set o f i n s t i t u t i o n s , f o r m a l ru les a n d i n f o r m a l convent ions t h a t 
govern economic t ransac t i ons a m o n g nat ions , d isregards the special 
p rob lems of T h i r d W o r l d peoples and , a t worst , has fostered t h e ' e x ­
p l o i t a t i o n of poor countr i es so t h a t some r e s t i t u t i o n for p a s t the present 
in just i ces is due. A c c o r d i n g to B o u t e f i i k a , the n e w s trategy 

... is not therefore jus t a matter of providing access to markets and correcting 
price formation mechanisms in order to reduce the size of fluctuations in the 
prices of products exported by the developing countries but, rather, of t ran ­
sforming a l l the woikings of international trade. Such approach presupposes 
a new type of relationship in which concerted action and some degree of p lan­
ning on the international scale are substituted for the so-called laws of sup­
ply and demand, which, in reality, merely reflected an imposed relationship 
based on the respective strengths of the seller and b u y e r " 

T h e pro tes t f a c t o r can t h u s be reduced t o the f o l l o w i n g var iab les : 
i n e q u i t a b l e t r a d e ar rangements ; d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g r e m u n e r a t i v e a n d 
s tab le prices f o r T h i r d W o r l d ' s p r i m a r y products ; severe f l u c t u a t i o n s t h a t 
d i s r u p t a n d m a k e nonsense o f T h i r d W o r l d d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s ; i n f l a t i o n 
i n the developed countr ies , w h i c h causes ever - increas ing prices for T h i r d 
W o r l d i m p o r t s o f manufac tures , f e r t i l i z e r s a n d food-stuffs , thus worsen ing 
the t e rms o f t r a d e ; the need f o r m o r e and m o r e b o r r o w i n g ; a n d greater 
d e b t serv i c ing b u r d e n . M r . A . M . M o g w e , t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r of B o t ­
swana , has p u t some o f t h e issues very w e l l : 

We are speaking about the exploitation on reasonable terms of our non­
renewable, non-replenishable natural resources which should provide the 
economic basis for industr ial izat ion so that development should continue af­
ter these non-renewable resources are depleted. We are speaking about quan­
titative restrictions, consumption taxes, non-tarif f barriers, prohibitive tariffs, 
countervailing duties, price equalization levies and a myriad of other restr' 
tive devices which collectively have prevented the expansion of our exports 
r ich countries and thus have contributed in no small measure to the 
polarization of the wortd into r ich and poor, developed and developing 
nations.'* 

T h e d e m a n d fac tor has h a d a more d i re c t i ve i m p a c t o n the ro le of h 
t e m a t i o n a l o rgan i za t i ons i n seeking a n e q u i t a b l e r e d i s t r i b u t i o n of g l o b a l 
resources. A t the 1974 U n i t e d N a t i o n s Spec ia l Session on R a w M a t e r i a l s 
a n d Deve lopment , the N o n - A l i g n e d N a t i o n s h a d f o r m u l a t e d a com­
prehensive economic p r o g r a m m e coDsisting o f a D e c l a r a t i o n o n the 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t of a N e w I n t e r n a t i o n a l E c o n o m i c O r d e r a n d a P r o g r a m m e 
o f A c t i o n designed to b r i n g a b o u t the new o r d e r T h e specific proposals 
t h a t have been s y s t e m a t i c a l l y presented b y t h e deve lop ing countr ies , 
t h r o u g h the G r o u p o f 77, are i n t e n d e d to p e r m i t a change of course i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic s i t u a t i o n by p r o v i d i n g the deve lopmg countr ies 
w i t h the i n s t i t u t i o n a l c ond i t i ons f o r o r g a n i z i n g p r o g r a m m e s t h a t w o u l d 
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place t h e m on the r o a d to d e v e l o p m e n t F o r instance, the G r o u p of 77 and 
the M o v e m e n t of the N o n - A l i g n e d countr ies have proposed the es tab l i sh 
n i e n t of a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m o d i t y agreement on those c o m m o d i t i e s 
produced by deve lop ing countr ies t h a t w o u l d ensure t h e m e q u i t a b l e a n d 
r e m u n e r a t i v e pr i ces A v a r i a t i o n of th is is to index c o m m o d i t y prices t o 
prices of m a n u f a c t u r e d goods to assure t h a t c o m m o d i t y pr ices rise no less 
r a p i d l y t h a n other prices i n an i n f l a t i o n a r y w o r l d . T h e y have demanded 
an increase i n o f f i c ia l deve lopment assistance by the r i c h countries , to the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t a r g e t of seven-tenths of one percent of gross n a t i o n a l 
p r o d u c t 

T h e d i s a p p o i n t i n g per formance of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t countr ies 
in th is regard is s h o w n i n tab le 9. W h i l e i t shows a consistent increase i n 
the developed nat i ons ' G N P , the percentage of G N P a l l o ca ted for O f f i c i a l 
Deve l opment Assistance r e m a i n e d e i ther c ons tant or was on the decrease. 
N o t a single year have these nat ions come close to the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
target of 0.70 p e r c e n t O t h e r d e m a n d s i n c l u d e r enego t ia t ing the p r i n c i p l e s 
of a l l o c a t i o n of Spec ia l D r a w i n g R ights at the I M F to give developing 
countr ies a large share ; p r o v i d i n g general debt r e l i e f i n the f o r m o f 
forgiveness or post(3onement of the r e p a y m e n t ob l igat i ons of deve lop ing 
countr ies on t h e i r e x t e r n a l debt ; g r a n t i n g a n d e n l a r g i n g p r e f e r e n t i a l • 
t r e a t m e n t for i m p o r t s for deve lop ing countr ies i n t o the developed coun- i 
tries; assert ing the r i g h t to take over f o re ign -owned p r o p e r t y w i t h o u t 
regard to i n t e r n a t i o n a l legal convent ions on compensat ions , e tc "* 

A l t h o u g h these d e m a n d s a n d proposals have f o r m e d the nuc l e i of the 
so-called N o r t h - S o u t h d ia logue since the U n i t e d N a t i o n s F i r s t Deve lop ­
ment Decade, there has been g r o w i n g apprehens ion t h a t the hopes ra ised 
in developing countr ies appear ext inguished and dashed at the c losing of 
the Second D e v e l o p m e n t Decade. T h i s apprehens ion was renewed w i t h 
vigour a t the recent H a v a n a Conference on N o n - A l i g n m e n t w h e n 
President Cas t ro of C u b a dec lared : 

Unequal exchange is impoverishing our peoples; and it should cease. I n ­
flation, which is being exported to us, is impoverishing our people; and i t 
should cease. Protectionism is impoverishing our peoples; and i t should 
cease. The disequil ibrium that exists concerning the exploitation of sea 
resources is abusive; and it should be abolished. The financial resources 
received by the developing countries are insufficient; and should be in ­
creased. Arms expenditures are irrat ional . They should cease and the funds 
thus released should be used to finance development The international 
nionetary system that prevails today is bankrupt; and should be replaced. 

he debts of the least developed countries and those in a disadvantageous 
position are in:;'*ssible to bear and have no solution; thev should be can­
celled...^" 

P e r h ^ s , even more s i g n i f i c a n t for a clear a p p r a i s a l of the es.sential 
ad ic t ions be tween developed and underdeve loped countr ies , he 
* s t - d e m a n d " ideo logy has come to embody a s p i r i t of col lect ive 
u t i o n a r y s truggle aga ins t i m p e r i a l i s m w h i l e the h i s t o r i c a l inequ i t i e s 
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t h a t character ize the w o r l d c a p i t a l i s t system have n u r t u r e d a psychology 
o f dependence i n the m i n d s of T h i r d W o r l d peoples. I n d e e d , b e g i n n i n g 
w i t h the slave t rade d o w n to the more co l lect ive n a t u r e of neo­
c o l o n i a l i s m . T h i r d W o r l d nat ions p r o v i d e d a n d cont inue to provide the 
b u l k of the c a p i t a l a n d h u m a n l a b o u r ( i n the ear ly periods, b r u t e force 
a n d d i c t a t e d concessions were employed by the co lonia l i s ts ) w i t h w h i c h 
the advanced c a p i t a l i s t n a t i o n s were able to d r a w up t h e i r l o n g - t e r m 
deve lopment programmes . E u r o p e a n t r a d i n g companies , such as the 
C F A O , the S C O A , the U A C , D i a m a n g , U n i o n M i n i e r e , etc., a n d now the 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l s under U n i t e d States leadership , c o n t r i b u t e d to the ex­
p a t r i a t i o n of A f r i c a n surp lus a n d r e p a t r i a t e d a great p r o p o r t i o n o f 
A f r i c a ' s w e a l t h produced b y peasant t o i l . A s W a l t e r R o d n e y r i g h t l y i n ­
t i m a t e d , the d e v e l o p m e n t o f E u r o p e shou ld be unders tood as p a r t of the 
same d i a l e c t i c a l process i n w h i c h A f r i c a w a s underdeveloped.^ ' A n d , 
s o m e w h a t by design, t h e e n t i r e h i s t o r y of E u r o p e a n contacts w i t h T h i r d 
W o r l d peoples is charac ter i zed b y the d e l i b e r a t e a t t e m p t s t o s t r a n g u l a t e 
e f forts of T h i r d W o r l d n a t i o n s t o be s e l f - r e l i a n t a n d economica l ly i n ­
d e p e n d e n t T h e tab les i n th i s paper have p r o v e d enough of these 
assertions. T h e o b l i g a t i o n of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t nat ions , therefore, t o 
mee t t h e c la ims l a i d d o w n by the N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t is no le 
s i m i l a r t o how Pres ident C a r t e r of the U n i t e d States charac ter i zed U n i t e 
States energy crisis as " t h e m o r a l equiva lence of w a r . " 

Table 9: Official Development A i d ( O D A ) from D A C c o u n t r i d | 
projected until 1980 ^ 

1960 1965 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 iggo 
GNP (U.S. thousand 

mi l l i on dollars) 900 1300 2000 2600 3400 4200 5 5 0 0 6900 
ODA (U.S. thousand 

m i l l i o n dollars) 4.6 5.9 6.8 8.5 0.33 14.6 i g 3 , 228 
ODA (percent of GNP) 0.52 0.44 0.34 0.33 0.33 0.35 0.34 0.33 

Source: Adapted from FAO Review on Agriculture and Development, 
January /Febr jary 1977, p. 10. 
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T H E H A V A N A C O N F E R E N C E A N D B E Y O N D : F R O M 
P R O P O S A L S T O S O L U T I O N S F R O M W I T H I N 

T H E N O N - A L I G N E D M O V E M E N T 

T h e H a v a n a Conference o n N o n - A l i g n m e n t w o u l d n o t have succeeded 
the w a y i t d i d i f the member -s tates h a d n o t l e g i t i m i z e d the c a l l f or self-
re l iance a n d the need to harness a n d share t h e i r enormous resources T h e 
b u r d e n o f these d e l i b e r a t i o n s was p laced square ly on the o i l - p r o d u c i n g ; 
T h i r d W o r l d nat ions . I n 1974, f o r instance, the o i l producers b a d ac-
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c u m u l a t e d the s u m of 60 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n surp lus revenues a n d near ly a l l 
was e i ther l ent to the advanced c a p i t a l i s t countr ies or p l o w e d back i n t o 
b a n k deposits and debt s e c u r i t i e s . T h e b r e a k d o w n of these surp lus 
revenues is s h o w n i n tab le 10. T h e p i c t u r e i n tab le 10 c a n n o t be sa id to be 
encouraging. A t worst , the h is tor i c t r end i n w h i c h T h i r d W o r l d revenues 
are converted i n t o inves tment c a p i t a l by the W e s t appears to have been 
re inforced . A t the H a v a n a Conference i t was ev ident t h a t o i l pr i ce rises 
had a devas ta t ing i m p a c t on poor countr ies ' economies, a n d ensured the 
o i l incomes f l o w b a c k to the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d w o r l d r a t h e r t h a n i n t o i n - i 
ves tment i n t h e i r o w n economies. T h i s c o n t r a d i c t e d the ideo log i ca l 
r a t i o n a l e of the Non - 'A l i gned M o v e m e n t There fore , f o l l o w i n g a fource ful ; 
plea by the J a m a i c a n leader, M r . M a n l e y , the I r a q i P r e s i d e n t S a d d a m • 
Hussein , proposed the se t t ing u p of l ong - t e rm, interest - f ree loans by the 
o i l - p r o d u c i n g countr ies . W h i l e a n o i l - f u n d is to be establ i shed to a i d the 
poorer nat ions , the idea to centra l i ze a l l aids c oming f r o m the o i l -
p r o d u c i n g nat ions was u n a n i m o u s l y endorsed. 

These proposals f o r s o l v i n g pover ty a n d misery f r o m w i t h i n the N o n -
A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t were a t e s t imony to the l o n g - t e r m ideo log i ca l i m ­
perat ive o f the M o v e m e n t Perhaps , i t was j u s t l y perceived t h a t w h i l e the 
b u l k of the advanced c a p i t a l i s t nat ions w i l l cont inue to resist com­
pensatory measures for b r i d g i n g the huge prosper i ty gap ex is t ing between 
t h e m a n d the T h i r d W o r l d , a t t h e least, the o i l - p r o d u c i n g n a t i o n s can 
become r e l i a b l e a l t e rnat ives . T h e w i l l to surv ive beyond j u s t the sub­
sistence leve l a n d the d e t e r m i n a t i o n to chal lenge the e x p l o i t a t i v e charac­
ter of the c a p i t a l i s t m a r k e t s t r u c t u r e were seen as s t rong enough pressures 
for w a n t i n g to w a x a N o n - A l i g n e d b r o t h e r h o o d a l o n g economic lines. 

Table 1 0 : Breakdown of the 60 bi l l ion dol lars surplus revenue 
earned by the oi l -ptoducing nations in 1974 

U.K. bank deposits and 
government securities 7.5 b i l l i on (12'/2 percent) 
U.S. government securities 6.0 b i l l i o n (10 percent) 
U.S. stock and other equity 1.0 b i l l i on (1.7 percent) 
U.S. bank deposits 4.0 b i l l i on (6.7 percent) 
Loans to developed countries 
other than the 
US. and the U.K. 5.5 b i l l i on (9 percent) 
Loans to developing countries 2.5 b i l l i o n (4 percent) 
World Bank and I M F obligations 3.5 b i l l i on (6 percent) 
Eurocurrencies 21.0 b i l l i o n (35 percent) 
Miscellaneous ( including 
private loans, Euro^Jian 
pOd Japanese securities) 9 0 b i l l i o n (15 percent) 

OTAL : . « ) . 0 b i l l i on 
ource: ofc. Treasury Department Estimates, 1974. 

^ F O O T N O T E S 
^f^ntz Fanon, Wretched of the Earth, New York Grove Press, Inc. 

e semantic confusion in the western concept of neutralism is obvious here. 



84 What was actually being conveyed is " n e u t r a l i t y " which, in classical usage, is 
a condition of a country at peace while others are at war. Nuetarl ity in this 
sense refers to a body of international law which determines the relations 
that exist between belligerents and neutrals. A classical example of a neutral 
in recent history is Switzerland. Western scholars thus avoided " n e u t r a l i t y " 
for "neutra l i sm" since i t is known that Africans and Asians fought alongside 
the Allies in both World Wars. 
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... the c r i t i c a l ques t i on is how to move the contest ... f r o m the 
shadow of m u t u a l a n n i h i l a t i o n to the arena of construct ive 
coexistence. ... 

( S a m u e l P i sar ) 

I begin th is s tudy w i t h a review of US-Sov ie t r e la t i ons , before 
p l u n g i n g in to such new developments as the m u l t i p o l a r c o n f i g u r a t i o n in 
A f r i ca , w h i c h is the c e n t r a l issue a n d basis of th i s s tudy. I t is i m p o r t a n t 
also to discuss the ro le of C h i n a , because we cannot eva luate Soviet-
A m e r i c a n re la t i ons w i t h o u t reference to i t T h e y do, a f ter a l l , evolve 
a r o u n d a new j u x t a p o s i t i o n , a n d one of the p r i m a r y features of i t is the 
m u l t i p o l a r c o n f i g u r a t i o n in A f r i c a . 

I t is w e l l k n o w n t h a t b o t h the Soviets and the A m e r i c a n s are capt ives 
of a n a r m s race, w h i c h is ou t o f c o n t r o l , a race w h i c h no one can w i n 
(because there are no sensible a l t e r n a t i v e s to a po l i cy of deterrence i n a 
w a r you can ' t w i n i f you d o n ' t surv ive ) , a race i n w h i c h increas ing ly exotic 
means of m u t u a l a n d t o t a l des t ruc t i oh o u t r u n d i p l o m a c y a n d can destroy 
the perspective and effectiveness of l eadership i n b o t h nat ions . 

W h i l e b o t h A m e r i c a n s a n d Russians real ize t h a t the arms race could 
end in u t t e r disaster for b o t h nat ions , a t t i t u d e s on how to b r i n g this race 
under c o n t r o l , e spec ia l ly i n A f r i c a , a re b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y 
t n u l t i p o l a r i z e d a n d r i g i d . 

T h e Amer i cans believe t h a t t h e i r values, a n d t h e i r w a y of l i f e , are the 
best for t h e m a n d others. O n the other hands , the Russians, and of course 
the Chinese, believe t h a t t h e i r social system is the best for t h e m and for 
others. Consequently , c o m p e t i t i o n w i l l c ont inue between the super powers 
'n the years ahead, since each system is being tested on the A f r i c a n con­
t i n e n t a n d elsewhere. I t is essential to keep this c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h i n the 
'•'uige of r a t i o n a l i t y to avo id u l t i m a t e i r r a t i o n a l i t y - m u t u a l self-
destructio n t h r o u g h a n a l l - o u t exchange of nuc lear weapons. 

I n terms of E t f r o p e a n t h i n k i n g , therefore , the m u l t i p o l a r con-
g u r a t i o n i n A f r i c a serves to b u i l d a more construct ive r e l a t i o n s h i p , 

^ e k m g , ,>|iove a l l , to b a n i s h the t h r e a t of m u t u a l des t ruc t i on i n a 
^^^iTiionutlear h o l o c a u s t serv ing a lso as the mos t hope fu l deve lopment i n 

^ preservat ion of m u t u a l economic and stategic in teres t i n the S o u t h 
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