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Non-aligned Movement Today: Towards
an Ideological Perspective of
World Order *!

Clifford Edogun™:

INTRODUCTORY FRAMEWORK

There is an urgent need to review the issues which emerged from the
recent Havana Conference on Non-Alignment. Such a review will shed
light on the ideological justification of the Non-Aligned Movement, as
well as the objective conditions which have nurtured it :

Three major theses will be advanced on this paper. The first states
that the asymmetrical and unequal economic relationship between the
Third World and the advanced capitalist nations that began in the 16th
century continues to manifest itself today in resource allocationy
distribution, investment patterns, technology and international trade. The
second contends that the perception of ‘objective’ conditions as revealed in
the aforementioned “chains of historical causation” constitutes a matter
of hegemony over, and fluctuating fortunes for, non-European peoples
The western capitalist domination and monopoly of world raw materials
trade, markets and outlets for industrial capital has set in motion on
perhaps, institutionalized the processes of proletarianization dependen
and underdevelopment in the Third World. This paper thus sets out ®
construct an historical-analytic system in which the logical relationship
between its elements correspond with the observable world. The thirg
thesis argues that Non-Alignment constitutes a body of ideas and thus i
viable ideology for coding and defining international events affecting it
well-being. 1

I shall refer to Non-Alignment as a “protest-demand” ideology wit
attention on the cluster of Third World attitudes towards their continué
dwindling economic and technological position vis-a-vis the advance
capitalist world. The “protest-demand” ideology must thus be understog
as consistent expressions and perception of sovereignty over resource
better terms of trade, greater financial aid, etc. In the final analysis
“protest-demand” ideology of Non-Alignment implies a particular view !
reality that touches upon such fundamental questions as:
(i) multinational exploitation of Third World countries,

(ii) declining remuneration for Third World raw materials as compa e

sented at the International Conference on the Not
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THE HISTORIC SETTING
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of the Movement, as demonstrated at the Bandung Conference, had
drastically changed. First, the Peoples Republic of China had withdrawn
from this conference for obvious reasons. She was morally and
ideologically committed to the Vietnamese struggle against American im-.
perialism in Indo-China. Besides, Mao’s dictum that no nation can be’
neutral directly contradicted the policy of neutralism that the ‘newly
emergent non-aligned African and Asian nations had adopted. Second,
the twin concept of Non-Alignment and neutralism was deliberately cons
fused to mean one and the same thing by western authors who had con=
ceived neutralism® as the only viable device by the newly sovereign but
economically dependent African and Asian states to loosen their ties with
the ideologically pregnant Communist China. George Liska wrote: y

The realities of non-alignment and neutralism must be viewed in a double
perspective, since they themselves flow from closely interwoven responses
external factors and domestic conditions. Non-alignment can be adopted or
the basis of rational estimates of the conditions required for national securi V
and domestic stability; but a policy of militant neutralism in particular 1
likely to be strongly affected by non-rational ideological preoccupations a i
by an almost too pragmatic quest for aid and status internationally

The point of such received theoretical construct is not difficult #
imagine. Most Third World leaders, by 1961, constituted national ac
ministrative bourgeoisie whose consciousness was easily manipulated b
metropolitan scholarship. Liska’s point was clear: Third World develop
ment would be dependent on financial and investment hand outs carefull
worked out between ex-colonies and their metropoles and any policy oth
than neutralism (which actually meant divesting any economic an
political ties with the socialist countries) would be detrimental to bo#
short and long-term development. Thus when Liska equates “milital
neutralism” with “non-rational ideological preoccupations,” the fate
Sekou Toure’s Guinea, Castro’s Cuba and Nasser's Egypt bring vi i
memories of the enormous punitive economic weapons at the disposal
the advanced capitalist nations. "y 4

In reality, it can be argued that by 1961 the newly independ’
African and Asian nations found it expendient to continue economic ti€
with the metropolitan countries. After all, it is not inconceivable t
their transition to “peaceful” independence that was worked out in L0
don and Paris had been conditioned upon continued visible economic anl
financial presence of the ex-colonial masters. In the French African cout
tries, for example, such structural-economic links to France are still ven
evident today. They (except Guinea Conakry) are not only members of th
French community but also associate members of the EEC. The econom
ramifications of such unequal partnership cannot be OVeremphasize
While France and other European EEC members are free to sell and buy

T
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anywhere on the basis of cost/benefit criteria, the ex-French African coun

tries’ scope for economic independence is severely limited. Trade and i
vestment finances and manufactures are obtained largely from F oy
Such one-way dependence has adversely affected these nations’ f; s
f manouvre in world markets. o
Tables 1-3 show the unequal trade relati
african Republic, Gabon and the Ivory Coastgo::dbfl:;ierlz):;l:r Srif;t}‘ﬂl‘
partners. The average share of these nations’ export to France amount;lel:ig
to 40.9 p.ercent in 1965, 41.5 percent in 1970 and 35.9 percent in 1975. Th
next major partner, the United States, controls an average of 15.6 e'rc %
of CAR’s trade, 7.5 percent of Gabon's trade and 15.2 perceni: orf)' Iv:'int
Coast’s trade. These trade patterns certainly reveal the elements qt,”
dependence.. On the import side, the ex-colonial territories have pr 0
:F:a”’vf notl;mg l<1>f lim?ort value to offer their major trading partr:le:'cs-
Lerefore, for all the figur i ir i i !
L gures available their import potential amounts to
‘ -Moreover, recently, France has intervened in Chad, in the Central
African Republic and had stationed troops in Senega,l followinnt;li
Senegalese-Franco military agreement of 1974. Thus at’the end gf the
Belgrad‘e Conference on Non-Alignment in 1961, it was evident th:t g
point of view emanating from the Conference reflected those of a w ar;(y
fragmenmd, economically dependent Afro-Asian states. Notwithstansfl :
its strong support for liberation and independence movements, the fi::ngl
,c::m[mn}q'ue scarcely correlated with observed realities. For’ instance
miln:;:sl}:;p [}ar;l to belong to neitber the communist nor the western‘
- (-(5unt10(:-s’ t (fare was t(? be no bilateral military arrangement with a
e :n pod oreign mlllta.ry base on the soil of member-states; the
finaliv inwm”; epe.n(.ient policy based on “peaceful coexistence;” and,
R .ant. o a p(;:ilmes and st?ucmres of countries were considered
e : Co:f);c?u be cor.nmumst, cgp‘italist or a combination of both.
b eansdmtgh r}on-allgnment. with neutralism, bourgeois scholars
B ining e o eir understanding of the Non-Aligned Movement by
R L efustence as an outcome of the Cold War. Their argument
Rovcrs b Sw;lvixtr;% fé)trntxe The world wgs now .dominated by two super-
b b et a;l.s and the Soviet Union, with their allies. Each
Ween these 1, gia:ts ;rlty to destr.oy the human race. Sandwiched bet-
n°n'European oo th uncc;mr.nltbe(‘L un.derdeveloped newly emergent
€Ondition. q . \qheir, " tse lre ationship with the super-powers has been
hAnd_ the 56t non-:l}m ;espect fo.r state soYereignty. On the one
su_pel”-powers s igned states wish to remain flirts by keeping the
ed so as to be able to extract and extort possible
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8reeing soRiis

i itariglymhap;milple to keep these non-aligned states uncommitted

'l‘Cisliz;" r the opportunity as never before to pitch and “com-

—y for? stt.'engths of their socio-economic systems. Thus,

- eign aid programmes, .the display of new technological in-
e outer space race, for example), moral and material comit-
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ment to the aspirations of oppressed peoples, performances in world
sports events, etc, would eventually convert these nations to either side’s

ideological perspective in the long run.
Tables 1-3 Export structure and major trading partners of

selected French-speaking African states
(million U.S. dollars)

Table 1
Percent of partner’s imports
1965 1970 1975 1965 1970
CAR
(total) 26,363 30,579 47,181
France 9,943 15,210 19,818 0.1 0.1
(37.7) (49.7) (42.0)
Belgium 151 3,706 4,442 0.0 0.0
(0.6) (12.1) (9.4)
U.S.A. 3,489 72 3,918 0.0 0.0
(13.2) (0.2) (8.3)
Table 2
Percent of partner’s impo
1965 1970 1975 1965 1970 1975
GABON 4
(total) 95,941 121,184 942165
France 46,470 51,044 365,851 0.4 0.3
(48.4) (42.1) - (38.8)
U.S.A. 17,667 4,659 257,256 0.1 0.0
(18.3) (3.8) (27.3)
W. Ger-
many 10,308 8,160 56,110 0.1 0.0
(10.7) (6.7) (6.0) :
Table 3
Percent of partner’s impo
1965 1970 1975 1965 1970
IVORY
COAST
(total) 277,162 468,800 1,181,569
France 104,400 153,130 320,018 1.0 0.8
(37.7) (32.7) (27.1)
U.SA. 43,066 87,685 120,583 0.2 0.2
(15.5) (18.7) (10.2) .
Nether-
lands 19,198 42,463 123,169 0.3 0.3
(6.9) (9.1) (10.4)
W. Ger-
many 18,367 45,033 104,510 0.1 0.1
(6.6) (9.6) (8.8)
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Indeed, western opinion of the Non-Aligned Movement, in the decade
f the 1960s, stemmed from the above attempts to define the M ovement as
opportunistic. As JW. Burton noted, Non-Alignment came to be viewed in
the West as a policy of short-term expediency which does not safeguard it
1gainst alignment pressures in the power conflict or have within it the
elements of stability. It was, therefore, never taken seriously as a long-
term programme. As Burton puts it, the Movement was seen “as a means
of diverting attention from domestic problems because it allows leaders to
take dramatic stances and to oppose the main giants - that is, wholly anti-
western and anti-colonialist.”®

Yet, while* bourgeois scholarship sought to discredit and distort the
impact of the Non-Aligned Movement in international affairs, the
ideological brickstones on‘ which the Movement was founded remained
alive. The Castros of Cube, the Toures of Guinea, the Ho Chj Minhs of
Indo-China, the Ben Bellas of Algeria, it was revealed that as Third
World peoples were drawn into new economic and commercial relations
with the advanced capitalist economy, indegenous economic structures
were forced to serve new external ends. Their incorporation into the world
economy meant the extraction of both their human and physical resour-
ces Subsistence, rural economies were converted into vast reservoir of
labour to be utilized according to the fortunes of the capitalist economies.
These realities became the nerve of the Non-Aligned ideological thought
processes that bourgeois scholars ignored throughout the decades of the
1950s and 1960s,

It'was left'to the decade of the 1970s for the Non-Aligned Movement
to fevive, re-assert and institutionalize its method of approach to in-
ternational economic issues. These issues had to be clearly defined to
illuminate their ideological ramifications. Indications of unequal ex-
::a nges had to be substantiated and international organizations - from
EI:l)\UNr(;l;‘Ld tE}!lm.nk .fo UNC:'TAD - provided convenient forums from which to

eir ideological rebound.

SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE GLOBAL DILEMMA:
TRADE, CAPITAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL DETERMINANTS
OF UNDERDEVELOPMENT AND DEPENDENCE

undel,% this section, we examine the substance and the “laws of motion” of
. 'development as they draw their strength from, and are direct at-

'::(‘;‘;e‘lh&ted argume.nts. First, we contend that, while capital, investment
. c nt?logy continue to be utilized as external international factors
ame‘:;ifll vive eff.'ects on Third World development, trade remains the fun-
brdey,) relational phenomenon that determines Third World un-

Opment and dependence. So, where nations exhibit diminishing

mo 4 f
Wotfmfy returns for their products (in this case, trade deficits for Third
d nations are facts of life since demand for them are at the whim of
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the consumption preferences of the advanced capitalist nations) exchange
rescrves are adversely affected and these in turn affect the availability of
capital, investment and technology. Second, the peculiar structural
features of underdeveloped countries bear witness to the fact that their
present state has been determined by a historical development in which
external forces have played and continue to play a prominent role. These
external forces must, therefore, be increasingly taken into consideration in
the various theories of development and underdevelopment.

Gunnar Myrdal and Raul Prebisch have sought to provide theoretical
explanations of underdevelopment by deducing the present state of un-
derdeveloped countries basically and primarily from the development of
international economic relations and the effects of colonization. Con-
cerntrating on the trade relationship between the advanced capitalis
countries and the underdeveloped nations, they explore the unequalizing
effects that manifest themselves in these relationships.’

The Myrdal thesis emphasized strongly the economic disadvantage
that results for the dependent country from its relations with the
metropoles. Thus, owing to the deterioration of the terms of trade for the
underdeveloped countries, the development of international trade i
creases inequalities and elucidates the adverse effects of the economic
policy of the colonizing powers on the development of backward countries.
Myrdal attributes this phenomenon primarily to the play of the markef
forces. In his view, “the play of forces in the market normally tends to in
crease rather than decrease the inequalities between region.”® In a poo
country, especially, “the free play of the market forces will work very
powerfully to create regional inequalities and to widen those,whic
already exist since the centrifugal force of economic expansion, th
‘spread effect, is weak.”® That there is a tendency inherent in the frei
play of market forces to create regional inequalities, and that this
dency becomes the more dominant the poorer a country is, are two of thi
most important laws of economic underdevelopment and development un
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vanced capitalist nations. For one thing, instead of creating national
productive economies, these nations have been made to regard foreign
gocds as indispensable. Such increases in imports have cut deep into their
incomes, negatively affecting their capacity to invest or even “buy”
technology from the advanced capitalist countries

At a glance, one would have expected that the difference between the
export and import percentages for the underdeveloped countries is suf-
ficient to provide the necessary development capital. However, as
Prebisch has noted, the traded commodities of the underdeveloped coun-
tries are mainly foodstuffs and raw materials which are transferred to the
industrial centres of Europe and North America. Furthermore, the prices
of manufactured goods, largely produced by the advanced capitalist
nations, have risen disproportionally in comparison to the prices of
primary products. This is closely connected with the higher income
elasticity of demand for industrial products, while the role played by the
“demonstration effect” increases the demand for imported industria
products by underdeveloped countries. 3

Table 4: Share of major economic and regional groupings in
total world exports and imports, 1972-78
(in percentages)

(a) Imports
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
World 100 100 100 100 100 100
Developed
capitalist
economies 72.7 L) 71.6 67.9 69.2 68.5
Developing
economies 16.6 16.7 19.0 20.9 20.4 21.6
(b) Exports
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
World 100 100 100 100 100 100
Developed
capitalist
economies 71.8 70.7 64.6 66.1 64.8 64.7
Developing
economies 17.9 19.2 26.9 24.2 25.9 25.7

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979.

Table 5 and 6 elucidate a pattern that has now come to dominate t&
network of world trade: the diminishing volume of trade transacted be
ween the advanced capitalist nations and the underdeveloped countr'|
Claude Ake noted that technological progress has made the west muc
less dependent on primary producers as synthetic products increasing
replace raw materials. On the other hand, “trade among the westel
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untries has been increasing much faster than trade between the west
id the developing countries. Exchanges with the underdev >loped coun-
ies account for less than 20 percent of the trade of the developed coun-

o 1S
e

As Table 5 shows, the average percentages of the Third World share
the network of world trade for the four years amounts to only 22 per-
't while that of the advanced capitalist nations stood at an average of
percent, or a ratio of 3 to 1. Table 6 presents a similar contrast. For the
ir years, an average of 71 percent of the volume cf total trade of all the

inced capitalist countries was trancacted between them. This is in

irp contrast to the less than an average ~f 24 percent of their total
de transacted with the Third World.

l'ables 5 and 6. The Network of world trade by origins and
destination - value of exports and annual
average, 1974-1977 (in billion US. dollars)

Table 5
ORIGIN DESTINATION
Ye World Developed capi- Developing
talist economies economies
1974 838.2 588.0 173.7
197 872.2 572.7 200.6
19 988.3 666.2 2194
19 1119.6 7486 255.7
Table 6
\ ORIGIN DESTINATION \
ear Developed Deve_lopgd Developlpg
capitalist capitalist economies
. ; economies
o7 s 397.9 1138
197 .

P 577.2 402.0 138.3
1976 z 458.0 147.2
& v 172.6

729.1 517.7 A
-

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979.

The structures of world ex

, ort and i j i
3 ?um, by way 5 P mport shares of major commodity

" ! @rigin gnd destination, are shown in tables 7 and 8. The
. 10 note in table 7 is that the developed market economies, with a
raézo;ﬂ\l;anon of about 764. million (1976 censuses) consumed an
91 perc\d 0.8 percent of these items produced, while an average of oaly
lion ‘;rllg of these same items was consumed by a population of almost
bt; 76 censuses)- in the Third World. This same pattern of con-
On can be noted in agricultural raw materials, ores and metals,

v
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fuels and manufactured goods. Table 8 shows world imports, by origin.
With the exception of fuels, developing countries continue to experienc
dimninishing shares in world commodity exports. For instance, in
agricultural raw materials, 40.4 percent was imported from the
developing countries in 1955. By 1976 this had dropped precipitously to
27.1 percent. This appears to reveal the paradox peculiar to t :f
developing nations’ economies: Their markets are being flooded wi 1
these commodities from the advanced capitalist countries because most
Third World nations now find it more convenient to buy than to produce
even agricultural raw materials for which they are specialized in the i 4
ternational division of labour. ;

Table 7: Structure of exports: world percentage shares of major
commodity groups by destination, 1955, 1970, 1976.

i\

Developed  Developi
market economie
World economies
Commodity groups :
All food items 1955 100.0 72.6 18.9
1970 100.0 72.3 18.0
1976 100.0 67.7 204
Agricultural raw ‘
materials 1955 100.0 76.6 12
1970 100.0 74 .4 13.1
1976 100.0 74.5 15.
5 1955 100.0 74.1 14.
g 7 1970 100.0 76.4
1976 100.0 66.5 1 :
Fuels 1955 100.0 60.6 2 .‘
1970 100.0 75.2 16.
1976 100.0 753 17
Manufactured goods 1955 100.0 53.4
1970 100.0 68.6
1976 100.0 64.2

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979.

Table 8: Structure of imperts: world percentage shares by origin of":'
major commodity groups, 1955, 1970, 1976.

. i

1

Developed  Developini

market economies.

World economies %

Commodity groups \

All food items 1956 100.0 48.7 42.6
1970 100.0 59.0 31.8 ]

1976 100.0 61.7 30.9
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y gricultural raw A
aterials 1955 100.0 494 40.0
' 1970 100.0 584 30.3
1976 100.0 61.5 27.1
yos & Metals 1955 100.0 67.7 21.0
1970 100.0 704 % 184
1976 100.0 73.3 15.6
el 1955 100.0 317 57.4
1970 100.0 26.5 63.1
1976 100.0 16.1 75.2
Manufactured goods 1955 100.0 85.1 4.7
1970 100.0 85.1 5.3
1976 100.0 83.6 7.1

source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1979.

THE “PROTEST-DEMAND” IDEOLOGY: ADVOCATING
A WORLD ORDER FOR MUTUAL GAIN

The foregoing analyses appear to have given added strength to the
various organized expressions of discontent, by the Non-Aligned
Movement, to the one-sided dependence that characterizes the world
economy. Whether it is the Algiers Summit of 1973 or the Lome Con-
vention negotiations or the recent UNIDO Conference in India, these
organized expressions, that I shall refer to as the “protest-demand”
ideology, have followed a consistent pattern: the poor nations have been
ruthlessly exploited by the rich causing many of the Third World’s
seemingly intractable development problems; and, the rich must now
mf}iie special efforts to help the poor countries catch up by, among other
things, paying high prices for their products and increasing the level of

elr aid.
.. In this section, we examine the themes of this “protest-demand”
ideology as they bear upon the prevailing conventions on international
cconomic transactions and the attempts to alter these conventions in a
Wf‘.-'ld. of increasing interdependence. The Algerian Foreign Minister, Ab-
delaziy Bouteflika, characteristically introduced the problem thus:

Che new strategy which the Third World is proposing to the international
“Ommunity is based on a pattern of cooperation which will give all countries
the prospect of building their economies on the foundation of their own
'ésources and make international trade the favoured instrument of an
€quitable world _distribution of world income.®

To com
Sde()logy
1t is arg

prehend the rationale of the Non-Aligned “protest-demand”
» 48 both a programme of action and a particular view of reality,
udd that the claims of the Non-Aligned Movement rest in part on
€ Ccontention that all peoples have a right to the satisfaction of certain

Bic human needs and that those who have been able to do so have a
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responsibility to satisfy the needs of others for the sake of humanity. Itis

also argued that, at best, the existing international economic order, in-

ch ding the set of institutions, formal rules and informal conventions that

govern economic transactions among nations, disregards the special.
problems of Third World peoples and, at worst, has fostered the ex-
ploitation of poor countries so that some restitution for past the present

injustices is due. According to Bouteflika, the new strategy

__is not therefore just a matter of providing access to markets and correcting
price formation mechanisms in order to reduce the size of fluctuations in the -
prices of products exported by the developing countries but, rather, of tran-
sforming all the workings of international trade. Such approach presupposes
a new type of relationship in which concerted action and some degree of plan-
ning on the international scale are substituted for the so-called laws of sup-
ply and demand, which, in reality, merely reflected an imposed relationship.
based on the respective strengths of the seller and buyer.'? !

The protest factor can thus be reduced to the following variables::
inequitable trade arrangements; difficulty in obtaining remunerative and
stable prices for Third World’s primary products; severe fluctuations that
disrupt and make nonsense of Third World development plans; inflation
in the developed countries, which causes ever-increasing prices for Thirg
World imports of manufactures, fertilizers and food-stuffs, thus worsening
the terms of trade; the need for more and more borrowing; and greater
debt servicing burden. Mr. AM. Mogwe, the Foreign Minister of Bot
swana, has put some of the issues very well: g

We are speaking about the: exploitation on reasonable terms of our no
renewable, non-replenishable natural resources which should provide thi
economic basis for industrialization so that development should continue ak
ter these non-renewable resources are depleted. We are speaking about quan
titative restrictions, consumption taxes, non-tariff barriers, prohibitive tariffs
countervailing duties, price equalization levies and a myriad of other restric
tive devices which collectively have prevented the expansion of our exports
rich countries and thus have contributed in nc small measure to th
polarization of the world into rich and poor, developed and developin
nations.'® i

The demand factor has had a more directive impact on the role of in
ternational organizations in seeking an equitable redistribution of globa
resources. At the 1974 United Nations Special Session on Raw Material

and Development, the Non-Aligned Nations had formulated a com
prehensive economic programme copsisting of a Declaration on U
Establishment of a New International Economic Order and a Programir
of Action designed to bring about the new order. The specific proposal
that have been systematically presented by the developing countrie
through the Group of 77, are intended to permit a change of course in th

international economic situation by providing the developing countrie
with the institutional conditions for organizing programmes that woul€

place them on the road to development. For instance, the Group of 77 a:(:
the Movement of the Non-Aligned countries have proposed the establish
ment of an international commodity agreement on those commodities
produced by developing countries that would ensure them equitable aynd
r:-rAnunerative prices A variation of this is to index commodity prices to
prices of manufactured goods to assure that commodity prices ;‘ise no less
r:lpli(“‘\’ than other prices in an inflationary world. T}{ev have demandeié
an increase in official development assistance by the rich countries, to the
United Nations target of seven-tenths of one pércent of gross national
product.

’!‘he disappointing performance of the advanced capitalist countries
in this regard is shown in table 9. While it shows a consistent increase in
the developed nations’ GNP, the percentage of GNP allocated for Official
Development Assistance remained either constant or was on the decrease.
Not a single year have these nations come close to the United Nations
target of 0.70 percent. Other demands include renegotiating the principles
f :1110.('ati0n of Special Drawing Rights at the IMF to give developing
countries a large share; providing general debt relief in the form of
tmrmve‘ness or postponement of the repayment obligations of developing
countries on their external debt; granting and enlarging preferential
’T":,‘."llnl(-’nt for imports for developing countries into the de:fe}oped coun-
tries; asser.‘ting the right to take over foreign-owned property without
regard to international legal conventions on compensations, ;atc."‘

Although these demands and proposals have formed the nuclei of the
so-called North-South dialogue since the United Nations First Develop-
zl.-rm De(fa.de, there has been growing apprehension that the hopes raised
.i“:f::\:‘lnp(;nlg)countries appear extingl‘xished and dashed at the closing of
wur .,,-‘((:: evelopment Decade. This apprehension was renewed with
LOUE § nthe recent Havana Conference on Non-Alignment when
President Castro of Cuba declared:

:v!:fi?l:al 'Z"_C':m.’fge is impoverishing our peoples; and it should cease. In-
\‘}“)Hi!i‘ lv‘:m‘“ ‘; being exported to us, is impoverishing our people; and it
iy Tthfj rotectionism is 1mpoverlshmg our peoples; and it should
r“‘*“‘uAr(‘og ! L:)e({q%ll'brxum ‘that exists concerning the exploitation of sea
I.wem‘d'- b\i ttih Ub(li‘re: anq it shoulq be abqlished. The financial resources
cressed. A ol e developing countries are insufficient; and should be in-
e l‘e'leaseds e;(lperlldltures are irrational. They should cease and the funds
MmNty t‘es otl;ld be us_ed to ﬁngnce development. The international
The dek; ‘WS m that prevails today is bankrupt; and should be replaced.

ts of the least developed countries and those in a disadvantageous

r!()_uj“"”. are i %
1 are 1mbs i
L #®bssible to bear and have no solution; they should be can-

4

it'“(xd._‘ﬂ,

per} apa TRy
1aps, even more significant for a clear appraisal of the essential

BONtradicti
dictions between developed and underdeveloped countries ‘he

Brotest. pt
1 Oluﬁodemand ldeology has come to embody a spirit of collective
nary struggle against imperialism while the historical inequities

-
>
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that characterize the world capitalist system have nurtured a psychology
of dependence in the minds of Third World peoples. Indeed, beginning
with the slave trade down to the more collective nature of neo-
colonialism, Third World nations provided and continue to provide the
bulk of the capital and human labour (in the early periods, brute force ¢
and dictated concessions were employed by the colonialists) with which
the advanced capitalist nations were able to draw up their long-term
development programmes. European trading companies, such as the
CFAO, the SCOA, the UAC, Diamang, Union Miniere, etc., and now the
multinationals under United States leadership, contributed to the ex-
patriation of African surplus and repatriated a great proportion of -
Africa’s wealth produced by peasant toil. As Walter Rodney rightly in-

timated, the development of Europe should be understood as part of the '
same dialectical process in which Africa was underdeveloped.?' And,
somewhat by design, the entire history of European contacts with Third -
World peoples is characterized by the deliberate attempts to strangulate
efforts of Third World nations to be self-reliant and economically in-'
dependent. The tables in this paper have proved enough of these
assertions. The obligation of the advanced capitalist nations, therefore, to
meet the claims laid down by the Non-Aligned Movement is no less
similar to how President Carter of the United States characterized United
States energy crisis as “the moral equivalence of war.” |

Table 9: Official Development Aid (ODA) from DAC countries
projected until 1980

1960 1965 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978

GNP (U.S. thousand
million dollars)
ODA (U.S. thousand
million dollars) 4.6 5.9 6.8
ODA (percent of GNP) 052 044 034

900 1300 2000 2600 3400 4200 5500 nv'*

0.33
0.33

8.5
0.33

14.6
0.35

183 228
0.34 0.3

Source: Adapted from FAO Review
January/February 1977, p. 10.

on Agriculture and Development;

THE HAVANA CONFERENCE AND BEYOND: FROM
PROPOSALS TO SOLUTIONS FROM WITHIN
THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

The Havana Conference on Non-Alignment would not have succeede

the way it did if the member-states had not legitimized the call for self
reliance and the need to harness and share their enormous resources Th
burden of these deliberations was placed squarely on the oil-producing
Third World nations. In 1874, for instance, the oil producers had ac
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cumulated the sum of 60 billion dollars in surplus revenues and nearly all

was either l.ent to the advanced capitalist countries or plowed back int

bank deppsﬂs and debt securities.? The breakdown of these sur”l”‘)
revenues is shown in table 10. The picture in table 10 cannot be said t?) ;)l:
encouraging. At worst, the historic trend in which Third World revenue

are converted into investment capital by the West appears to have beeS
reinforced. At t'he Havana Conference it was evident that oil price riser;
h?d. a devastating impact on poor countries’ economies, and ensured the
oil incomes flow back to the industrialized world rather than into in-
\ves@1ent in their own economies. This contradicted the ideological
rationale of the Non-Aligned Movement. Therefore, following a fourgeful

plea bly the Jamaican leader, Mr. Manley, the Iraqi President, Saddam

Hussem, p.roposed the setting up of long-term, interest-free loans by the

ml-producu.lg countries. While an oil-fund is to be established to aid the
poorer nations, the idea to centralize all aids coming from the oil-
producing nations was unanimously endorsed.

' These proposals for solving poverty and misery from within the Non-
Ahgn.ed Movement were a testimony to the long-term ideological im-
E;eratwe of the Movement. Perhaps, it was justly perceived that while the
bulk of the advanced capitalist nations will continue to resist com-
pensatory measures for bridging the huge prosperity gap existing between
them and the Third World, at the least, the oil-producing nations can
‘w.ecome reliable alternatives. The will to survive beyond just the sub-
sistence level and the determination to challenge the exploitative charac-
r of the.capit,alist market structure were seen as strong enough pressures
for wanting to wax a Non-Aligned brotherhood along economic lines.

Table 10: Breakdown of the 60 billion dollars surplus révenue
earned by the oil-producing nations in 1974

K. bank deposits and
overnment securities
U \ government securities
U.f stock and other equity
U.S bank deposits .
Loans to developed countries
‘,‘,'“v“" than the
U.S. and the U.K.
V‘\(').dnsl to developing countries
rld Bank and IMF obligations
~urocurrencies
p‘r};\"(“ellaneous (including
a:;:]d;f loans, Eurorz#fan
Br (lt}mnese securities)

7.5 billion (12'/2 percent)
6.0 billion (10 percent)
1.0 billion (1.7 percent)
4.0 billion (6.7 percent)

5.5 billion (9 percent)
2.5 billion (4 percent)
3.5 billion (6 percent)
21.0 billion (35 percent)

9.0 billion (15 percent)
Ource: i 60.0 billion

urce: :(S. Treasury Department Estimates, 1974.
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What was actually being conveyed is “neutrality” which, in classical usage, is
a condition of a country at peace while others are at war. Nuetarlity in this
sense refers to a body of international law which determines the relations
that exist between belligerents and neutrals. A classical example of a neutral
in recent history is Switzerland. Western scholars thus avoided “neutrality”
for “neutralism” since it is known that Africans and Asians fought alongside
the Allies in both World Wars.
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The Politics of Multipolar i

Configuration in Africa:
Changes for Today’s Society

Dr. Rafig O.A. Ogunbambi*

.. the critical question is how to move the contest ... from the

shadow of mutual annihilation to the arena of constructive
coexistence. ...

(Samuel Pisar)

I. begin this study with a review of US-Soviet relations, before
plfmgmg lr‘lto §uch new developments as the multipolar configuration in
Africa, wl}lch is the central issue and basis of this study. It is important
also to discuss the role of China, because we cannot evaluate Soviet-
American relations without reference to it. They do, after all, evolve
umupd a new juxtaposition, and one of the primary features of ,it is the
multipolar configuration in Africa.

, It is well known that both the Soviets and the Americans are captives
of an arms race, which is out of control, a race which no one can win
(because there are no sensible alternatives to a policy of deterrence in a
war you can't win if you don’t survive), a race in which increasingly exotic
means of mutual and total destructioh outrun diplomacy and can destroy
the ptirslpective and effectiveness of leadership in both nations.

Whlle botb Americans and Russians realize that the arms race could
:?:1;: uttertdliaster for both nations, attitudes on how to bring this race

cantrdl ] X ; i : y
i anzs;:(i:gc;;lly in Africa, are becoming increasingly
h()st’?ohret:mencans believe that their values, and their way of life, are the
be it ‘emban‘d others. On _the ot.her hands, the Russians, and of course
‘J|.ile]"g C(«se. elieve that thel'r‘socm.l systerp is the best for them and for
Pt m;‘.w;nfeq}:xently,'competmon will f:ontmue between the super powers
s n(drs ;1‘ ead, smce.each sys.bem is being tested on the African con-
o elas.ewhe.re. It is ess.entlal'to keep this competition within the
Tl rationality to avoid ultimate irrationality - mutual self-

iction through an all-out exchange of nuclear weapons.

In te 4 . .
iguratiOnrrins A(;‘f.b&ropean thinking, therefore, the multipolar con-
in Africa serves to build a more constructive relationship,

Seekm
g ¢ i
‘ l bove all, to banish the threat of mutual destruction in a

€rmon i
e preS:’clea'r holocaust, serving also as the most hopeful development in
rvation of mutual economic and stategic interest in the South

3 iger- .
lan Institute of International Affairs, Lagos




