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, socicties of Malawi, as in other parts of Africa, were character-
" ‘, on ownership of land with a system of shifting cultivation to
ustion. Movement into virgin land was necessary and the suc-
evstem was due to the abundance of free land.

e ownership of land by an individual is foreign to African tradi-
ties. When Malawi was colonized by Britain, all land was the
¢ the community. The head of each community acted as its banker
o food and storing and protecting it for eventual use in the interests
le community. In time of disaster, the important men, including the
mmunal society, were morally bound to relieve shortages among
. Related to the heads’ social, economic, and political obligations
ymbolic and spectacular rituals, public works, and ceremonial
with other groups.

of the whole community, the chief would allocate, on the basis
n his counsellors, a certain portion of land to a certain family.
ation rights continued so long as the family made personal use of
,"". traditional African concept of land ownership conflicted with
€an notion that the land-owner did whatever he wished with his
med it, leased it, left the land idle, or built on it. Commenting on
_. in the two systems of land ownership, John G. Pike expressed
at *. . . . many of the Europeans were probably ignorant of the
cept of tenure ahd it is therefore that little blame can be attached
an settlers, for they treated the African chiefs as their business

xha
b

 dssumption is quite wrong. In Malawi there was never a time when
garded the chiefs as business equals: that would have been
Al Since plu§1der, subjugation, and conquest were implicit in coloniza-
out political history, no conquerors ever regarded the conquered

salz l}esearch Fellow in the Department of Economic History,
N r; ‘Novem!)er 1957 he was elected by the Regional Annual
Viyasa and African Congress in the Central Region as Regional
B AL hso position until Marc_:h 1959 when the Congress was proscribed
il {lltles. Mr. Mpaka}x was arrested along with other Congress
— *anjedz‘;m'e for detention in Khami and Marandellas jails of Southern
Bt & in Malawi. He was released in July 1960 only to be placed
e untaja near Blantyre. Mr. Mpakati left Malawi in 1961.
K alawi—A Political and Economic History (London, 1968), p. 126
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as an equal, whether in politics or economics. To give an example of how
the British controlled territory by gunpowder, we may quote the Annual ; : .
Report for 1897 of an acting British Commissioner in Malawi : p amunity as 2 separate.somal _productlve. unit. The whole com-
w o Jabour unit engaged directly in economic processes, and largely

In f:onsequc?nce, neal:ly all our expedmox.ls for 1891 t.o 1895 were ur}dertak St Its own inner organizational SLIWCND, “ittedi Anid v aban:

against various sections of the Yao tribe and their powerful chiefs. The - vl duct deithbabiing ! ’

British South African Company had made available a sum of £10,000 a year ents, enjoyed a productive relationship in a democratic sense.

for providing the police force.2 ki divided for cattle-breeding or agricultural farming. Adult men

{ g s ] sible for the building of houses, the clearing of new lands, herding

: ’kll“onquote g:}ly :111 fe.w instances of resistance by Malawi’s people, Prof&sso; unting, fishing, and the care of domestic animals. The men thus
DAL R i . e of development and, above all, of defence. On the other hand,
As early as 1891, a raid was made on Chikumbu, a Yao Chief, because he ‘active in agriculture, planting seeds, weeding, and harvesting.

and his men had attacked a European coffee plantation in the Mlanje area ..o . the arrival of Europeans there had not been any separation of
Captain Maquire was killed in 1891 by Makanjila’s men, and shortly after- om the living environment. The women, for example, were able to

Uided according to sex, and the labour force was not then detached

wards the British suffered a reverse at the hands of Jalasi . . . unsuccessful e . : : ”
attacks had been made on Kawinga’s stronghold at Chikala . . . . in 1893, Work in the fields with cottage mdustt:y - The communal society
contingents, each of 100 Sikhs, arrived, to control the situation . . . . In 1894, ufficient and averted the need for commodity exchange between one
Chief Makanjila was attacked and thoroughly defeated . . . . In 1895, there was. and another. It was not an economic necessity under these circum-

hired as a labourer. The African communalists only needed to
¢ resources within reach to get the material necessary for subsistence.
rk. for thexpselves for they had no cause to sell their labour
; f:nnch a capitalist) so long as they held all the means of produc-
r disposal, the main one being land.
,_  was expropriated, however, the communal society was des-
e concepts of wealth within a communal society with no market
; l.y differed from those of white settlers, who wished to accumu-
Spite the fact that they already had money in banks, possessed
- property of great value. To achieve that, they first had to deny
so;ka labour force the control of its own means of production,
_- withfiirtl fthe communal society was motivated by absolute
. r 3 i in si
ﬂutuzel;a(l)) o‘," otrhwhen no community need was in sight that could
. the tendency was to stop working. Usually produc-
i, .. lc?m_esm quotas were achieved for a certain period. This
B wlmll(t on output and there was no inherent propensity to
I)roduce(: foi the sake of accumulation. In economic terms,
. Siurp us was lacking. Su?h an economic system had the
e consumptig :g tilte communal societies self-sufficient but also of
—h ton pattern within the community uniform. A yearni
o * lt:xtensmn of markets could not arise i | Dk oo’
- S se't 3 "
out to change that. “The breaking of this self-sufficiency.

a concentrated effort by Chiefs Kawinga, Jalasi, and Matipwiri to oust the
British from the Shire Highlands. By 1896 the superior British Militia had
completely subjugated the Yao Chiefs who had resisted them.® k:

No sooner was the country effectively under British control than European -
immigrants poured in and took the land, especially the most fertile areas of
the Southern Region. In the Cholo district alone, two-thirds of the land was
confiscated by white settlers. By 1892, more than 1,600,000 hectares of land had
been alienated, that being more than 16 per cent of the land area of Malawi.
Three-quarters of this alienated area was in the possession of eleven big com-
panies, most based in Scotland. Among them were the Central African Com-
pany, African Lakes Corporation, A. L. Bruce Trust and the Church of
Scotland Mission which altogether took 500,000 hectares of the most fertile
and productive lands of the Shire Highlands.* In the Northern Region, about '
1,100,000 hectares were declared a possession of the British South Africa
Company. I

It is not surprising that Scottish missionaries and capital had followed
Livingston, the Scot who allegedly said that he went to Central Africa to try
to open a path for commerce and Christ. His efforts were indirectly responsible
for the political intervention of the British which culminated in the establish-
ment of the British colony of Nyasaland. The religious interlopers were soon
to clash with the indigenous peoples. In the words of Professor Mitchell, “The
Yaos, having established themselves in the Shire Highlands of Malawi, came
into armed conflict with Bishop MacKenzie and Dr. David Livingston and b of ;
were later conquered by a British force.”® ﬁoh'(:; African subsistence agriculture, became a central aim of

To appreciate how the process of land alienation affected the whole . Y, pursued since the beginning of the twentieth century to
country, we should first realize that under the original system of land tenure n farm k. st'able African peasant able to exist independent of

i and mines is the last thing imperialism will allow.”® The

e ol Al an . .

2 Nyasaland Protectorate, Annual Report of 1897, p. 12, quoted in J. Clyde Mitchell, : i ‘.y ISsuing certifica . . B

N }'ha )l;'dao lx‘iliuigeil (I\szncih,estel", II{niver(sli\'rtiy Poni-less, 1966 ed%, p. I:io, g Opriation of lang i tESuof land orvnershu:h to give legal recognition
. e Mitchell, The Yao Village, (Manchester University Press, 1956 ed.), p. 30. ropeans, leavin e Afri 3

g E. M. Konovalov and Y. G. Lipetsi, Malawi (Russian ed.; Moscow, 1966), pp 13,6-37. g frican without legal

Mitchell, The Yao Village, op. cit, p. 70 IS, Africa: The Roots of Revolt (Londor, 1961) 11
. m, o ) T
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title to his land. Without land, the African could no longer be self—sufﬁcien i
This deliberate policy of the British colonial Government aggravated Africa ; me'y rti; entire nation’s labour force would produce surpluses in
poverty. Through such ruthless economic persecution the African was forced \ ld not be realized on the domestic market and could not be

to go and sell his labour to a white capitalist. As the fertile land left >  United Kingdom herself.
Africans diminished, the shifting cultivation system disappeared. The soci ' Unll,eginning of Malawi’s economic structure of total dependence
repercussions of such transition were outlined by Marx: ) ' and initiative. It reduced the socially balanced and self-

i P! . . .

What, then, constitutes the alienation of labour? First, the fact that labour is Sisenous people of Malawi to pawns in o market economy Wl?wh

external to the worker, i.e., it does not belong to his essential being; that in his ot their traditional pattern of work, leisure, and consumption.

work, therefore, he does not affirm himself but denies himself, does not feel ith a market economy, as Marshall D. Sahlins once wrote, is

content but unhappy, does not develop freely his physical and mental energy . li f products, good things in unlimited
i i A B ‘ ; a! »s available a dazzling array o p s g g ite

but mortifies his body and ruins his mind. The worker therefore only feels v gariety, cach with its clarion price-tag call . . . . A man’s reach is

himself outside his work, and in his work he feels outside himself. He is at ; ¢
home when he is not working, and when he is working he is not at home, bly beyond his grasp, for one never has enough to buy everything

His labour is therefore not voluntary, but coerced; it is forced labour. It is e judgement of the market, the consumer stands condemned to
therefore not the satisfaction of a need; it is merely a means to satisfy needs to a life sentence of hard labour.”’®

external to it. Its alien character emerges clearly in the fact that as soon as no ?9

physical or other compulsion exists, labour is shunned like the plague . . . :

Lastly, the external character of labour for the worker appears in the fact BCURRENCY AND EXPLOITATION
that, it is not his own, but someone else’s, that it does not belong to him, that .
in it he belongs . . . . to another. Just as in religion the spontaneous activity
of the human imagination, of the human brain and the human heart, operates
independently of the individual—that is, operates on him as an alien, divine
or diabolical activity—in the same way the worker’s activity is not his spon-
taneous activity. It belongs to another; it is the loss of his self.” i

thereby to create the basis for a mono-cultural

1

snds to think of ownership and exploitation in terms of complex
d mining concerns. There was no industrial development in
d, exploitation was rampant in the agricultural sector. It was
‘that the European sector engaged African farm labour for token
t that the white settlers imposed a feudal bond on people who
he land by historical and tribal right. Overnight, the Africans were
d into tenants, obliged to give free labour to an alien landlord in
the right to reside on land which had been arbitrarily taken from
e name of a remote sovereign. Their labour was demanded by the
: t the peak cultivation period, preventing African peasants from
Crops for their own families. The cash crops they were instructed
A allocated land could be sold only to the landowner at the price

By 1936, the land unoccupied by the white settlers was declared to be
British Crown Land. This brought to five-sixths the Malawian territory held
by foreign owners. By 1954 more than 211,000 African tenants lived in this
European agricultural sector and 173,000 of these resided in the Southern
Region. Of 595,000 hectares controlled by Europeans, only 40,000 hectares
were utilized.® African labour was used to farm that fraction during the best
season which lasted three months. For the remaining nine months idle land
could not be employed productively by the African. The soil was no longer ¥ -
his, and even had it been, he could not employ hired labour like the Europeans srangements were officially recognized by the colonial government
because it was the African who served as the source of labour for the settlers”  under different names, but the differences were only theoretical.
farms. He was destined to be not more than a small-scale peasant, directed thern Region, the system was called thangata, which in the local
to grow certain crops, most often cotton or tobacco (at one time 85 per cent €lp, but such assistance was extracted from Africans at a cost
in value of the Malawi tobacco was produced by Africans). The Europeans, hiti-colonial struggle. In the Central Region there was a ‘visiting’
who at first specialized in growing tea, later used the allegation that African plied that the African family would stay only for a limited
cotton and tobacco production was too labour-consuming to be profitable if €, the estate owner would provide the African with imple-
they turned their technology to improving quality and yields. The African t and perhaps food and other subsidies to help him with crop
peasant was denied such benefits, and therefore could not compete in the open fhe end of the season when these “favours’ were to be repaid.
market. As the European sector slowly took up cotton and tobacco produc- Were not, simply for the reason that the price paid by the
tion, the African peasant was obliged to accept total dependence on the whites tatue harvest was far too low—so low that it was not only below
who regulated the market supply. The common characteristic of both sectors .blIt also less than the production cost of the crop.
was that all products were for export. The aim was to keep Malawi’s internal €an was in perpetual debt, he found himself under total

ervitude. He had no union, could not strike, demand price

7 Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 (Moscow: Foreign
Languages Publishing House, 1961), pp. 72-73.
8 L. A. M. Kraki Demkina, Federatsi Rhodesi i Nyasaland (Russian ed.; Moscow,

. ahlins, Tribesmen, Foundations of Modern Anthropology Series
1965), p. 31.

ichigan, 1968), p. 77.
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increases or leave the estate. He was driven to that point of political impoteng
without a whip, by legal enactments and force of necessity. 1f he did not wor
to clear his crop deficit, the landlord could evict his family and prosecute hir
Commenting on this kind of coercion, Marx wrote: I

but to the maximum: Any monetary association between a big
Il power tends to act in favour Qf the first. As in all colonized
be currency of the overseas sovereign was foisted on the indigenous
. ‘ Sut their wish or consent. The disadvantages are obvious:

Rent in Kind is the prevailing and dominant form of ground-rent. It is furthe; —eerves are kept abroad, together with foreign exchange,

more always more or.las accompanied by survivals of the earlier forms,. i slonial country can control expenditure if it wishes.

gi r:;gto;;a;ﬁed;:tzlirom labour, no matter whether the landlord be a pri 7 v} :' this prerogative, during the Second World War for instance, to

' ’ at were, in effect, interest-free loans.

In the Crown Lands, irrespective of income, an African had to pay pc time, military expenditure absorbed a significant part of the
or hut tax. The District Administration (Natives) Ordinance of 1912 gay adget. Any economics realized through saving on expenditure, how-
the Resident the power to concentrate the native population where necessar o be surrendered to the British Treasury. Accordingly, Malawi
in organized villages of not less than 20 huts, and to disallow the erection ¢ t the beginning of 1945, £500,000 sterling, which was three-quarters
isolated huts.!* The African chief, who was traditionally the symbolic he '; d-yearly total budgetary expenditure. A further advantage to Britain,
in his society, was induced to be the tax-collector. In 1918 he received te ‘when she resorted to currency control, was that her colonies could
shillings for every 300 taxes collected for the colonial power. In 1957, appro i s dollar pool in London.
mately £1,900,000 was handed over in hut taxes. Evidently, the chiefs did th “are several theories purporting to justify the keeping of national
collecting conscientiously for the more villagers they could extract taxes from in foreign reserves. Professor R. Triffin considered that:
the higher their own annuities, and the more Africans who would be oblige J
to look for paid employment in order to pay their taxes. The chiefs wer
also said to be responsible for administrative work, maintenance of discipling
apprehending criminals, and so forth. They did not, in most cases, have th
consent of their communities to do so. &

In the traditional tax of the primitive'? society, the chief, acting as:
kind of banker, used the reserves in a time of dire need only, and then f6
the equal benefit of everyone in his community. By contrast, the colonial
taxation was being used to bribe chiefs and to finance a colonial administra:
tion in the interests of exploitation. Relating such a tax to that kind of rent
which peasants paid in labour, Marx wrote: k

‘. of these countries keeping reserves of foreign currencies pick out the
ie that appears to be the most reliable; and that happens to be the currency
> leading creditor countries, i.e., Britain in the past, and the United States,
ily, at present.1®

@‘tt Prof'essor Triffin views the position as a pragmatic choice.
-:‘Frumkm detects a more traditional tendency:

 th ,&z:stz the :slcrling b19c was based primarily on the direct colonial rule
i 1mpe_nalnsm, while at present its existence is associated with the
uing considerable role of Britain in the economy, foreign trade, etc.18

,’ t.heor etical explanation, the total currency dependence of
7ot : . Britain has clevated the former direct colonial rule to neo-colonial
Under direct subordination to a state which stands over them as a sovereign, are several facts to prove this point, but the most poi i
their rent and taxes coincide, or rather, there exists no tax which differs from: 11967 devaluation of Malawi’s poun;] o timsan%o lg:ﬁ?; ;sf
this form of ground rent.1® i g| ;

| devaluation. The problem of monetary and financial crises must

During the Second World War, compulsory labour was added to he » ation to the overall economic commitments which the Banda
British exploitation of the African population of Malawi. They were forced d F ook, especially the export of Malawi’s human labour to South
to serve in the European agricultural sectors at home and in the military fronts Y ,. Odesia and her pattern of trade which is dominated by reaction-
outside Malawi. During the years 1939-1945, more than 30,000 indigenous ,‘ - There was no need from an economic point of view for Malawi
people of Malawi were serving in an imperialist war,* while European settlers R 1967 since its economy was already being slowly infused b
who remained in Malawi were able to take advantage of the war situation ; °Se_cqu11tries which were not even affected by the devaluationy
to compel Africans to labour on their land. hen Britain changed to decimal currency on February 15 1971.

Though a tiny part of the global British Empire, Malawi was exploited ykfollowed suit. In place of the former pound, she giopt’ed two

ﬁ::f’;(‘; ::;11 theh.Tan?bala. ‘The choice of name of the former
308 davwn a:VW 'ICh in Chmya_n.]a dialect (an official language
» once had been a political slogan of both the Nyasa-

S Quoted j i
I A. Frumkin, Modern Theories of International Economic

V108 .
czzérnp?iresg Publishers, 1969), p. 198.
hers, 1969),";'."?98('7}‘ International Economic Relations (Moscow :

i

10 Karl Marx, Capital, “Genesis of Capitalist Ground Rent,” TII (1962 ed.; Moscow:
Foreign Languages Publishing House), p. 775.

11 Lord Hailey, Native Administration in the British African Territories (London:
Colonial Office, 1950), Part II, p. 27.

12 1 use the term ‘primitive in its economic sense, a symbol of a certain historic stage
with its low mode of production.

13 Marx, Capital, 1, p. 771.

14 East Africa, 17 May 1945, p. 875.
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ess and the Malawi Congress Party (the ruling party.;'(
Malawi). But it was Zambia which first adopted the name for her currency,
to the embarassment of the Banda regime. But if Malawi had wished, she
need not have waited for the British and Zambian initiative to adopt decimal
it would have been economical for Malawi to make the

land African Congr )
5 Zambian cOpper companies paid £32,000,000 in taxes.* Only

of this total was collected by the Zambian Government (through
\gaderal tax collections and through its territorial surcharge on
currency. Logically, tofits). Thus, the remaining £21,000,000, the profit which came from
change during the early years of her independence, thus easing accoun ing ly African labour, accrued to other Governments. The Federal
problems in the trade transactions with countries of the world other tha etained £16,000,000 as its share—a sum amounting to more than
Britain. o its income tax receipts for that year. Clearly, one territory.
Since the colonization of Malawi by Britain, the communal agricul one industry within that territory, copper, had made the majo;
system which was destroyed has not been replaced by a highly developed to the whole Federation, and especially to the white racists in
mode of production: it remains half-feudal and semi-capitalist and closely dominated it.
tied to the colonial system of exploitation, keeping the people backward and. it may be argued that both races help to create the production
oblivious to their potential productive and political power. is taxed, it may also be said that the tax represents relatively
African in relation to his extremely low wages. The African
0 came 10 be exposed to the burden of indirect taxation, propor-
3 in relation to his limited budget. In the 1955-1956 budget, taxes
The ten year period in which Malawi formed part of the Federatio “f de cigarettes, purchased almost exclusively by African smokers,
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland also consolidated the system of colonial exploita- . When customs duties were increased on imported garments in
tion. The British Parliament in July 1953, enacted laws which forced Malawi 57 budget, the Minister of Finance emphasized that these duties
into the the federal system of government, the other members being Zambia it the very cheapest garments.”® At the same time, prices were
and Rhodesia. Together they constituted the Federation of Rhodesia and mer goods, and during the federation period hut tax receipts
Nyasaland, commonly known as the Central African Federation. R - ;‘?as‘;,d by £250,000. =
While the idea of federation itself is quite a progressive one, in this case iy ‘f}f‘ ight the federal policy of aiming to take money from
it served the political and economic interests of British imperialism. he i bfeth' rican people in order to dominate and oppress them.
white landowners in Malawi used the federal structure not only to strengthen nomy witlls;i;s st:y d°e§ not allow me to analyse the realities of the
their position, but to bring their land policies into line with Rhodesia’s, where. ire investigatin ethorblt of the Central AfricanFederation sifice it
African people had virtually no land rights. v = algl d Zi b? three economies which formed the Federation
We have seen that Malawi’s economy depended on Britain. Durin, the period, the :1 lla).' But it is S to point out that through-
federal period it came also to depend on Rhodesia. This political and economic ve of R,ho d _09 -y folloyved a line of development which was
enslavement was facilitated by federation. Although the federal structure Bt e ‘;”\;:a and exploited to the maximum the human and
allowed for division of responsibility between the three territorial Governments. ticular] S’.',eoﬁ partner states of Malawi and Zambia. This
and the Federal Government, it also gave the major powers to tax personal B0 'OPPOSiti)(I)nufr gthened during the last years of the Federation
income and corporate profits and to levy customs and excise duties to the eap their Iu cragm the masses, especially in Malawi, prodded
Federal Government. While territorial Governments retained the right to levy reat of the poss‘ilgl :::ft bpfore the pol.itical climate changed.
certain taxes on their own account, their share in the federal tax receipts was ) Become fully iﬂdependentes :fog of Malawi aqd Zambia from the
federal collections of | s woro oo rican s'tates. all important economic
centrated in Rhodesia. Starting in the

poor and

FEDERAL MEMBERSHIP (1953-1963)

the major source of income. Under the original contract, ‘ :
income were to be allocated among the territories as follows: Zambia, 17 With the famous Karib,
. 3 a H ! : :
per cent; Rhodesia, 13 per cent; Malawi, 6 per cent. The Federal Government IVer), it became the syste 1¥1 :L(,L ?:ﬁg;c fg;"f;r Stliltlon (a dam on
‘ of Welensky’s imperialism

i c{)rto;celf:,sic zﬁn neighbouring territory. There were, for
e Kafreason§ to favour developing—rather than
A 5 lue project or Malawi’s Liwonde-Band pro-
- al considerations of the federal colonialists

: vantages and, despite the claim that economic:

was authorized to retain 64 per cent for its own purposes.*” ‘

Of the three kinds of taxes raising most federal and territorial revenue -
(company tax, direct income and poll tax, indirect taxes on goods and services),
that which claimed the largest contribution from both races was the tax on ‘
corporate profits. The simplest arithmetic can show that the copper belt was 3
the financial backbone of the federal fiscal structure. In the financial year

5ast Africa and Rh i
0" Fed odesia (London), 13
). ederal Newsletter (Federation ‘)7f RhIgg::ir:b:nrdl ?*Isgﬁsg.laﬁi]).

17 Colin Lays and Cranford Pratt. 4 New Deal in Central Africa (London, 1960), p. 83. >‘
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benefits would accrue to all three territories, the authorities did not even plan

R p . Sl i ) , ut with provision for an African élite, :
for an electric line from Kariba to Malawi. Other ventures indicating the gpeans b P and the third

o+ Africans alone. This system existed despite the fact that

Seatute 40 of the Coystituti.or.l .explicitly stated that no person
wved of the opportunity of joining the Federal Civil Services on

same bias were the extensions to the steel mill foundry at Que-Que, he
establishment of a huge chemical plant for fertilizers near Salisbury, and new
machines for copper miners. Indeed, in the light of its function, it would not e e
v racial origin.
be rash to suggest that the sole reason the Federation had been created e Council was composed only of white settlers, the re;
to strengthen the exploitation of Malawi and Zambia in the interests of the : tionary and fascist United Federal Party, Wh(;sc alm;:‘r;se?
capitalists and settlers of Rhodesia. - B influcnce. This Government of settlers enjoyed great su s r(:
If we can take inter-territorial trade as an example, we find that Malawi S hich surrendered to them the fate of the 7,500,000 Apro
was always lagging. Imports into Malawi from Zambia and Rhodesia in 1961 B ere given absolute control over them an,d th’e e resm?can
were worth £9,000,000 and consisted of textiles, clothes, shoes, and other food tish Government agreed in 1957 to grant full responsibiliti rces
products, while Malawi’s exports to Rhodesia and Zambia in the same year in all external dealings. The British Government even w ei to
were worth only £1,500,000.2° The system of exchange within the Federation defending the Federal Government when, in 1959, the Hozn t(;
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland enriched one member, Rhodesia, and robbed lebated the expatriation of some Labour OPposi’tion menf;e o
the other two member states of human resources and raw materials. . BBRion o5 ‘prohibited immigrants’, concluding that this act] TS
Malawi is an agrarian country producing mainly tobacco and tea. Tea Sithin the competence of the Federal Government on
in Malawi accounts for nearly 40 per cent of the income from all agricultura al Government passed a series of discriminatory lav;rs o
products. Although Malawi tea was of the highest quality, Malawians were y dominating, politically, economically and socially, the peo lwanz
obliged to buy within the home market a third grade tea from Rhodesia at ibia, and Zimbabwe. It is important to know h’ow the peo (1)
high prices. The ‘Green Gold’ Malawi tea was exported outside the country.. t discriminatory laws came to be in the racist Parliamintp e
Africans received no benefits from this because the tea plantations in the: ere two categories of voting rights: an ‘ordinary roll’ anci .
regions of Chipinga-Chola, Mlanje and Blantyre all belong to white settler e world was made to understand that this distinction did not
capitalists and the factories which process tea, tobacco, and coffee belong to ace, but the composition of Parliament reveals the racial discr(e)
the same settlers. : B 1iamcot, in accordance with-Siatiute 9-0f thesEimets .
Rhodesia exported to Malawi those products of low quality which could , Was composed of 35 members: 26 Europeans and 6 Afri u-
be sold at monopolistic high prices with the aim of strengthening economic fritory) and 3 Europeans as so-called representatives of AE' f:::

and political domination. The federal powers also encouraged the immigration

of those types of European who had no qualifications, but took positions as
local clerks and typists in the federal administration and other bureaucracies. income of £720 ’ 8
Although in the constitution of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland atly income of £480 (pr(::;e:;rxgsrl:}'ll’f;)%o %rope;ty equivalent to
there was no formal limitation to an African becoming a Minister of Parlia- t" Special tolt the voter was to hav 1000) a;l bt In order
ment, not until after the first seven years of the Federation’s existence, in 1959, ,u Or secondary education. The fir: te ? y e'ar y income of £150
was an African even nominated to the post of Parliamentary Secretary. This E PId in December 1953 ‘Out of 6S6 9637;ctlons o i P_'ederal
move was undoubtedly made to placate mounting international criticism that iricans and none Wihe 'from Mala\;vi voters who registered
the Federation was marching on the same path of apartheid as the South 48 the Federal Assembly enacted a 1 A
African regime. The British imperialists were anxious to convince the world JBAer the new constitution there we ri,wtto ;:351%6 the Federal
that the policy of partnership between the races in the Federation was working. - eans and 12 Africans with rov(i)s‘ { l.\'fembers of
It should not be forgotten, however, that the appointment of an African ~PEESent African interests in the threept o s for -three
to such a high post was carefully entrusted to a man who could be relied upon : '8 tll'e ﬂiﬂterest in the Federation at alle;:lvt;?;;efsa;é}z:f tAfman:
. S i . » 0 expec
by Whi at which did not exist. That this situation was crefted

to echo European interests. .
The federal Prime Minister himself had declared, while debating the laws fhitehall was not on]
s hi y a mock
for the Civil Service, that: It is unrealistic to imagine that Africans are 0 = P because even jf there hazfyb:ef demol;:racy, but tant-
have the same rights as the Europeans.” In practice, the Federal Civil Services _UETests, there were Africans calpablen eilc]) gznfﬂ Fol R
4l probl ugh to represent
em, though, was not merely that of neglecft,ing to

were divided into four categories: the first reserved to Europeans, the second
h tsn .
» but of a Federal set-up which exploited, dominated

i

toqualify as a voter on the common roll, the voter was required

20 East Africa and Rhodesia, 24 January 1965, p. 448.
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and seized those interests for the enrichment of white settlers, predom ina,
in Rhodesia. Al ervitude pla

This injustice is obvious if one considers the obstacles to African got continuc:
franchisement. Given the financial criteria for voting, the number of Afrj e (hat the Federation had been peacefully dissolved;
who could qualify was only a few hundred. In 1958 the average annual i sh c’?lmcegntral Africa accused them of having sentenced the
of a European was £1,100, while Africans working in the mines earned ah lers 1N ; for - th ing ARS

E tion to death. But for the emerging African
£80 and those engaged in agriculture less than £40. It is obvious, too, ; their Owln n?;farluole seemed 107 De Bnevitibla i drasisiiits
with only 35,000 African pupils attending secondary schools in 1959, nd of'CQO ial forces it generated. Economic development
example, even fewer of their elders could meet the educational requireme e conﬂl;[-mgh::ia;een sharply. contradictoiys s Prder Sl
for voting. These factors allowed the situation to arise whereby the Europe e llf) raw materials had been expatriated, and little was
of the Federation, who were 3.7 per cent of its population, elected 80 per ¢ 4 .non y rkers—underpaid, exploited and isolated from their
of the Federal Assembly. Africans, 95.8 per cent of the population, co : :e:)r:l ];V% evelopment, it one ean-call itdeviopnisb s silwls
hardly qualify to vote as long as the Federation existed. The following ta o ir d d hite! pat
il f 1 R inc ependence on white patronage.

shows how the voters were distributed according to the ‘common’ and ‘spe E fatll;z: . lt) o continue, the disparity between the economic
| potential of Africans and Europeans would have grown to pro-

rolls in the federal elections of November 1958 :

dy realized in the Republics of South Africa and Rhodesia.
that the disparity did not disappear, on the contrary, it sharpened
wi with the coming of political independence on July 6, 1964.2

gued its people until it became clear that such in-
The Federation was dissolved on December 31,

Table I—DISTRIBUTION OF VOTERS 1958

Common registration Special registration
[ [ ; JGGLE
Territory ‘ Europeans |  Africans Europeans Africans All voter:
Asians Asians : wth of nationalism in Malawi was hindered, as in other African
4 oGl Coloureds y the readiness of the chiefs to be cajoled into signing documents
‘ . did not understand. Chief Kapeni of the Yao, for example, ‘sold’
[hodesia 64,092 1,000 176 628 65,896 000 acres for a gun, 32 yards of calico, two red caps, and “other
Zambia 20,413 39 47 53 20,552 th a missionary he also exchanged 26,000 acres for about 1,750
Malawi 2,500 — 9 11 2,520 i 0. We can only surmise that chiefs like Kapeni looked upon
Al B7.005 mp: ook 039 232 692 88,968 & Bges in the context of traditional custom where gifts are exchanged

T

L friendship. Tng'y did it in the spirit that, if friends make gifts, gifts

Sources: U.A. Udin, Federatsi Rhodesi i Nyasaland (Moscow, 1965), p. 31. For fi ,‘ 8. The scttlers arrd missionaries preferred the view that gifts make
) S a

details see Report of the Advisory Commission on the Review of the Constimt‘)
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (London, September 1960), especially Chapter 6.

'l
"

8§ of landless. Africans grew, and the colonial government in-
MaHon as carly as the 1890s in the Shire Highlands to call Africans

3|
In the above table we can observe that out of all the 88,968 voters only. BStates, the taxation of Africans came to substan Hattl subsidize

1,731 were Africans—less than 2 per cent of all voters registered. In Malav '
which led the opposition to the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, no
voter was on the common roll. Of the 11 voters with special registration, ﬁ\( .
were the wives of Africans destined to be handpicked by the Federal Assembly
for nomination as African representatives. :

The birth of Malawi as an independent state started in the conflict.
between the opposing forces of African nationalism and colonial suppression.
It had not been accidental that the first demands of the National Liberation s Oth July was particularly selected to be the date for independence
Movement in Malawi had been for absolute secession from the Federation. : ‘;;%’;‘:;g‘?“"lf: It was the date when Banda returned home after
for it was Malawi which supplied the emigrants to man the mines of the othe: B ements to :xi;s pf;ns‘l;;;] r;ﬂ;? fhacopie ioatoey’dl idelifyins
two territories. No comparable productive development took place in Malawi | Wﬁixnk;};alﬂfo‘z and Die .. .. A Narrative of Race Relations in
while the Federation existed. Instead. Malawi’s debts, poverty, ignorance, BEBity Press, 1967y O Y CGeorge Simeon Mwase (Cambridge:

" » more than one million Africans were said to supply about 70 per cent
Ay nual 1;evenue of the protectorate; they also produced the crops grown
g eratry S approximately 100 planters, and made life more comfortable
= APProximately 200 missionaries and 100 administrators who had
: e their masters.22

)
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If this point, on the eve of World War I, be taken as the time of tr.
tion to the most violent phase in Malawi’s racial upheaval and injustice, then proteste
may try to sketch in brief the events which contributed to it in the li cluded thus:
national consciousness. It was during this period that John Chilembwe, hayj - rich men, bankers, titled men, storekeepers, farmers, and landlords
established a mission station in his district of Chiradzulu, observed all § et shot. Insgea?htf;e Pgogngf;iiﬁgvriho l(ly?velgonhing ctlo owlf in
st : : ini o) L8 who in death, leav: ! ne of widows and orphans
;?gﬁzt;;::ssai(én;]atgmhtlifmngvfﬁ:r: 3, O European” :;lg’d‘ire distress a.r: inv.ited tfc)tgie for a cause which is not theirs

In the year of Chilembwe’s return, 300 Malawi native troops of t ,'_} fllnﬂ;eltlh;ijoﬁ:a: iﬁgogosem;eifvm%agﬁzgﬁ:f
Central African Regiment were sent to the Gold Coast (Ghana) in the B; r ’ that justice will prevail. ¢
campaign against the Ashanti. Earlier, Nyasa soldiers from Malawi had bes - was killed in the 1915 Nyasaland uprising together with
used as garrison troops and in many campaigns against rebellious ’ . ers. His death inspired in the people the determination
clements in Mauritius, while another contingent had gone to Northern Rhodk - 'tiSIr.l to spark fresh resistance to foreign rule and imperia:
sia (Zambia) to oppose the recalcitrant Lunda chief, Kazembe. Chilemby s Nelson Mandela submitted in defence of himself and others
began to protest against African military recruitment. On behalf of tho Revonia trial in 1964
who lost parents or husbands in the Ashanti War, he demanded compens ic
for the families of African soldiers killed in action for the defence and co
dation of British colonial territory. He objected to the Government’s policy ¢
forcing widows of such soldiers to pay tax. But his pleas did not stop th
deaths of more than 150 more of Malawi’s native soldiers who fought ¥ v . ; )
the British in the ‘Mad Mullah’ campaigns against Somalis. Thegh " B BN P o Chl.lemb.w ¢ lived on and

beration Movement was conceived. That it waited for another

survivors returned to Zomba in 1904. ;f v . :
' ; before giving birth to the Nyasaland African Congress
An old woman had come 80 miles to welcome back her six sons! Standin ‘for by the policy of the Government in recognizing the
amid the cheering crowds she saw the troops march past and inquired abo man as the only authentic voice of the African
. ‘ " v } people.
her boys. She then learned for the first time that all of them had been killed tive was taken in 1924 by Frederick Gresham Njilima, son of

The report, in the journal of the Blantyre Mission, continued with comment: '_who had been executed for his part in the Chilembwe rebel-
U on behalf of the South Nyasa Native Association to the Chief
e P Ips-Stokes Educational Commission which was at the time

1\.‘

P ” of thg‘ fact that ec.iucation in Nyasaland is in a lower stage than
gy, er British possession. [We take] this opportunity of assuring

Hat Every memober of this body is re:
‘ - ady t ]
Bt GV4 e y y to support and to follow [you]

d in a long, famous letter published in the local

somes in the life of any nation when there remain only two choices—
¢ fight. That time has now come to South Africa. We shall not submit
have no choice but to hit back by all means in our power in defence
seople, our future, and our freedom.27

War has its price of sorrow even for the untutored African who takes his
wittingly in the burden of the Empire. And there still remains the question® to
be answered: Is it right?2¢ t'
World War I had begun, and Malawi bordered Tanzania where Germans
were recruiting Africans. Chilembwe foresaw the inevitable. Not content t
have a million Malawians in servitude to the hundred-odd European planters,
two hundred missionaries, and hundred colonial administrators, the British- ,
were willing to embroil their African subjects in a colonial dispute, ostensibly _© Were 1o less than 15 different associations to keep the few
with Germans but in reality with black brothers from across the River. i ‘_,°°nt6ntedly occupied in debate according to the British
Songwe. In the action of September 9-10, 1914 on the border at the northern g day. Their constitutional approaches could not be turned
end of Lake Malawi, about 400 rifles on each side were engaged in heavy ¥ Bopular mass movement towards radical change since their
fighting and suffered heavy casualties in the dense forest around Karonga- > mited to the educated élite. The result was that when the
The King’s African Rifles of Nyasaland lost 60 men, 49 Africans and 11 i 2 Nya§a!aﬂd African Association was convened by J. F.
whites; the German Army of Tanganyika lost 112, more than a hundred being 4 1344' 1t issued a memorandum which unconsciously echoed
b Sllembwe before World War 1:

African.?®

el
1

R

(Blan i
en:yf}’ 23 April 1914. The full text is

23 For full details of the Chilembwe uprising see George Shepperson and Thomas -
Price, Independent African: John Chilembwe and the Origins, Setting and t!l"
Significance of the Nyasaland Native Rising of 1915 (1958 ed; Edinburgh University
Press), especially Chapters V and VI - e

24 See ibid., p. 143.

25 Ibid., p. 233.

) reprinted in Shepperson
alism | ,:' “'C“:" Op. cit., pp. 234-235 and in Robert L II{,g:berg,
Qi s i Makns of Malawt and Zembie
No E Tess, 5
hea-";'z i::’alk fo Freedom (London, 1965), p. 169.

n of Nationalism in Central Africa, op. cit., p. 119.
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. . . In conclusion, we beg to state that we have served loyally in
which His Majesty . . . has asked our boys to serve and we think th
time that we should ask for justice [so] that our boys and girls may ¢
the freedom of being part and parcel . . . of a British Empire. We canne
on allowing our country becoming a labour centre for the neighbouring 1
tories. We must have justice done . . . . We ask you to give us the ript
speak for our people, be it in the Mission Councils or in the bodies
govern our country . . .. We have paid the price and it must be com

accordingly . . . . It is not a question of being ungrateful but seventy i
patience is a very long time to wait.29

B vear Economic Plan which was due to end in three
1 peen improved for such a contingency and large military
___ 4 to jand. As mass arrests were made, these aircraft flew
Rhodesian jails of Khami (Bulawayo). and Marandellas (near
cent port extensions on Lake Malawi allowed the ship Zlala,

2 Bay to take on prisoners who were ferried from Karonga

were made of more than 1,300 members of the Nyasaland
. from its president down to local branch chairmen and
ers. Africans clashed with the Armed Forces and the Police,
were brutal®> and troops, flown in from Rhodesia, were used
opulation in troublesome areas” by employing a good deal of
ce on villagers rounded up for interrogation.*® Fifty-one deaths
' reported and by mid-August 1959, 134 Africans had been
d sentenced for periods ranging from six months to ten years
ons during the Emergency. '

to the British Government, the Devlin Commission stressed
asis of the demonstrations against the Government, stating that
ven open to question. Politicians, chiefs, and peasants in the
sticks and stones were, in the opinion of the Commission

]
The Nyasaland African Congress was inaugurated in October 1944,
various associations were automatically incorporated into the Congress,
undertook to “agitate and advocate by just and constitutional means agaj;
any discrimination.” They elected Levi Mumba as the first president, ¢
other office bearers were leaders of the same associations: J. F. anga
Charles Matinga, Charles Mlanga, Lewis Bandawe, L. S. Makata. The ':"
gress, in turn, created other affiliated associations—the women’s moveme
trade unions and chiefs’ councils. 4
The task before the Congress was to distil the political consciousr X
for the transition into a mass liberation movement capable of fighting for
freedom. With the onset of further oppression under the Federation, the'
part was achieved, but Congress was still not capable of creating a revol all observers present during the Emergency, united against
tionary strategy, nor of finding a leader in its own ranks to head the struggll and in support of the Congress.*
It was at an emergency conference that Congress resorted to the idea of ir itical maturity of the Malawi masses is borne out by the over-
porting a leader, and in early 1957, Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda who had lived ponse to the formation of a new movement, the Malawi Congress
years in the United States, Britain and Ghana was officially invited to retut te the banned Nyasaland African Congress. Within two days,
to his country and assume its leadership. The fact that he abandoned h were enrolled. By the end of 1959 there were 15,000, and in
‘business’ in Ghana to return home in July 1958 when called upon was inte 0-‘Slxth of Malawi’s population, 500,000 people, were registered
preted by many as a selfless act and proof of his patriotism. Others maintaine ;
that no true patriot would sit idly waiting for a letter of invitation. Masa ~:
Chipembere criticized Banda as a “foreigner’ who, having been absent 43
years, did not have the knowledge of the Malawi people and their aspiration
to be a good leader.*® The view that a revolutionary leader might emerge only
after an extremely complicated and close contact with his people is akin to
Marx’s concept that the educator must be educated.

The people of Malawi could not wait. They resorted to spontaneous ane
sporadic violence in the last months of 1958 while Congress urged a peaceful
policy and the police shot at random. By early 1959 the colonial Governn‘leﬂf
could not control the situation, the Governor admitting that his administration
was on the point of abdicating its responsibility unless it was reinforced.
European territorial forces of 6,000 men were then mobilized in Rhodesia.®*
On March 3, 1959 the colonial Government declared a state of Emergency
and banned the Nyasaland African Congress under the orders of the Governor, >
Sir Robert Armitage. - F
29 Ibid., p. 191.
30 H. B. Masauko Chipembere, My Malawian Ancestors (mimeographed; August

111969),. p."3 y
31 Lays and Cranford, 4 New Deal in Central Africa, op. cit., p..83.

S remarkable in this was that without military organization, which
fem, the masses had nevertheless dealt the blow that awakened
on Denouncements from such state leaders as Nkrumah (Ghana),
#18), Nasser (United Arab Republic), Toure (Guinea) and Nyerere
> “t€ unequivocal. Political prisoners, the president of the Congress
44, and others must be released and then the people of Malawi
.ed to‘ decide their own future, said these leaders.
’ed independence in 1964. Half a century had passed since
WS letter published in The Nyasaland Times posed the ques-
331( the Honourable Government of our country which is known
fons L there be any good prospects for the Natives after the end

tuto liquidate colonialism in all its manifestations, economic,
tural, was not gver, Foreign hands, black and white, continued

Nyasaland Commission of Enquiry into the Disturbances (Devlin

&g.}g‘ 814 (London, 1959), paras. 187-189, 191-196.
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to meddle with Malawi’s resources. Her labour and minerals could not en

the masses, for between them and the old colonial interests stood the relic or has a general reserved power to legislate by certifying
the bureaucratic and ineffective Congress, and the Party which supersede Sen introduced into thfa Legislative Council has been passed,
soon decayed into a corrupt and privileged élite under Dr. Banda’s leaders = not it has been su'l?tmtted to the vote or received the support
Today, Malawi is a typical example of a neo-colonial state. ity of the Council.

Or.

. to assent or refuse assent to bills is exercised by the Governor
retion and he may reserve any bill for her Majesty’s pleasure.

y may disallow any law enacted by the Nyasaland Legislature.®®
od. Welensky sent a telegram to the Secretary of State for the
" had said he would require to be satisfied that the necessary
ing the constitution had been gained before recommending

ance. He concluded:

€Z

‘now only wait and see how reasonably Banda and Malawi interpret
ance undertakings. They have not got off to an auspicious start with
nterpretation of the conference as meaning the break-up of the
on.87

NEO-COLONIAL ECONOMY

Malawi’s people fought for political independence as a means of traj
forming the country’s colonial economy into a pattern which could benefit |
majority. As the move to self-determination was spreading throughout
Britain realized the necessity of relinquishing her colonies and of findis
another means to exploit Africa’s resources. This came to be known as .
colonialism, and in Malawi it is rampant. Of the many definitions of the ter
probably that of Nkrumah, himself a victim of neo-colonialism, is the m
revealing : e

A

... . the state which is subjected to it is, in theory, independent and has | . : ;
the outward trapping of international sovereignty. In reality its economic p ) eod. Once United Federal Party settlers in Malawi asked the

and thus its political policy is directed from outside . . . . The result of y if he had formed any opinion about Dr. Banda and “‘was
::io:i?rﬁi? pui;nﬂtu::f f&;eilg;s c:gvn;;:,d u:’d u:tor; the em;lt';itﬂ(;?s roa;ftl:] e thi ;no;edmodel?te outlook?” According to Welensky,
states derive their authority to govern, not from the will of the people, “ﬁ‘ ¥ (:)ncleu d:d tll'llzt héﬂvl:rto me.t tﬁeﬂDoctor, but from reading
from support which they obtain from their neo-colonial masters.?5 stood, and was asto::is }2:'<:‘(,iant1 td'e TR SRR N
When Britain opened discussion on a constitution for Malawi, the leader: B o bout b sconomtic ass; (;f sl 2 thf'f” Banda was
of the Nyasaland African Congress were still in prison. Though the Party erview with the right-win Vl:’ee‘:; v G goyeramont. .
advocated a peaceful policy during the disturbances, there were indica fhis thinking on how ti elicit fer(xinan newspaper Die Welt,
that its president would in the future face opposition to his moderate li Burope : icit funds for the underprivileged
The press seized the opportunity to project Banda as a hero of his people, an -
called for his release from detention in Gwelo Prison. It is possible that hi f,! B ‘;‘ﬂy Germany that does that. The British, too you see—their
premature release was premeditated, for when Banda emerged into the lime: plenty ofﬁo;‘;'}"e“ t{‘;‘;] f;‘emies shout, in order to win them they give
light, and while he participated in preliminary negotiations with the Secretz oh because yoii tike us forogfagfegs ¥E:t - "t:’t shout, you do not give
of State for the Colonies (Mr Ian Macleod), the other leaders of the Congress amans. The British, too, and I worild ‘tel‘l l:h; gnti:i(;:blc}&oiterl:;gt (?1:1};
Party were kept in confinement five months more. . ’g tTl;hose‘of us who are their friends are quiet and are not shouti:g
There were five groups participating in drawing up the Constitution OF fveithem t?’mgl*s‘;id usss;'ery little. But those who shout and denounce them,
Malawi: the Colonial Office, headed by the Minister of State for the Colonies, R .
the colonial Government in Malawi headed by the colonial Governor, the

y and his settlers were somewhat suspicious of contacts between

shouting’, in 1964 Malawi received £10,250,000 from

white settlers headed by Michael Blackwood with the Nyasaland division O 74 ’" 65 per cent of the annual budget. In additi
? . h By 000 annual ora Lty ’ get. dition to a
Welensky’s United Federal Party, the Malawi Congress Party headed bY: b grant, Britain had invested £6,400,000 and cancelled

Previous loan of £800,000. Malawi cannot survive without

€ told an annual conf
I erence for the S i
FESS Party: “No loan, no Malawi.” outhern Region of the

H. K. Banda and a very small group called the Liberation Party headed by
T. D. T. Banda. The document which emerged from this Constitutional :
Conference held in London in November 1962 included the following jitems:
1. Financial measures and measures affecting the Public Service may not
be introduced into the Legislative Council without the consent of thé
Governor in his discretion. ;

&yasal ;
9 and Constitutional Conference, CMD 1887 (London, Novem-

. )
. elensky’s 4000 Days (London, 1964), p. 206.

I Banda G '
: [ an interview with Hans Germani, a correspondent for

35 Kwame Nkrumah, Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism (London, 1965, | AR .
| UB/3/37 ess release issued by the Malawi Embassy in Bonn,

oduction
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The planned budget deficit in 1964 was £4,255,000.4 In 1966,
Malawi became a republic within the Commonwealth of Nations, the pla
deficit was about £5,500,000. By 1968, deficit spending had reached
proportions that Malawi sought about £17,000,000 in loans, obtaining half {
the International Development Association, a fifth from Britain, and ¢
from West Germany, Japan, and Denmark. Development was such .
Malawi was committed to continuing to d
economic take-off could not be in sight, let
In Tanzania this danger was foreseen in the Arusha Declaration :

»

It is stupid to rely on money as the major instrument of developmient wher

know only too well that our country is poor. It is equally stupid, inde

more stupid, for us to imagine that we shall rid ourselves of our pove

through foreign financial assistance rather than our own financial resoy
. ... We are mistaken when we imagine that we shall get money from
countries, firstly, because to say the truth we

development and, secondly, because even if we co

dependence on outside help would have endan

other policies of our country.42 i

An outstanding example of the influence potentially wielded through"f
vate foreign investment is that of the British-owned Booker Bros. which

tually dominates the trade sector of Malawi through its subsidiary Kando

The fact that the Malawi Government holds a controlling share in Kandodi
not a safeguard against foreign influence. The role of a state sector in

economy depends on the structure and com
power. Having a one-party system closely identified with one-man

Malawi had a state sector which, rather than serving community intel

uld get it, such com;

acted as a guarantee of commercial protection and reciprocal trade for th

foreign participants. Overseas companies solicited state shareholding. S
principles apply to the operations of the Malawi De
(M.D.C.), a limited liability company with its share ¢
entirely by the Government. By the end of 1969, M.
visionally estimated at £2,140,000, an increase of
year. During 1969, M.D.C. also extended its int
projected cost of improving park facilities and h

apital of £1,100,000 h
D.C. investment was p

raised £560,000, mostly from abroad. This was i
Cement (Malawi) Ltd., The L

Amalgamated Packing Industries (Malawi) Ltd. which started in 1970.%®

Looking at the management of such companies, which still employ many
Europeans, it is noticeable how little changed is the neo-colonial climate apart

y and integration with staff. The purpose,
is to promote efficient production within the new political deploy-

from outward appearances of civilit
allegedly,

40 The Economic Intelligence Unit, No.
41 E. M. Konovalov and Y. G. Lipetsi, Malawi, op. cit. ,p. 75.
42 The Arusha Declaration and TANU’s Policy
(Dar es Salaam: Publicity Section, TANU, 1967).
43 Standard Bank, Annual Economic Review, Malawi (Special issue, May 1970), p. 1

48 (London, 1964).

epend on foreign aid, so '
alone economic independe,

OT¢

cannot get enough money for ¢

gered our independence and |

position of the political party i

velopment Corporatiol

£466,000 on the previous
erest in tourism, and the

otels on the Lake Malawi
foreshore was £385,000. The M.D.C. also took a controlling interest in the

Development Finance Company of Malawi Ltd. (DEFINCO) which in 1969

nvested mostly in Portland
eopard Match Company (Malawi) Ltd., anq

on Socialism and Self-Reliance,

BIRTH OF A NEO-COLONIAL STATE

neger of such integration of workers within the
i:ieiad and directed by exploitation has been noted

Sartre as follows:

. put the d

. ’ses engen
{‘Ph‘mwpher i mself in producing a car and in earning enough to buy
orker exhausts plmsehhn the impression of having satisfied a ‘need’. The
is a.cquisml):itsgl:sn provides him simultaneously with a goal and with
5 I{ S?I;eaching it.44 ;
: obvious than in the mines ax}d factories of R'hod.e-
. Africa where more than 60,000 Malawians were working in

.Aﬁlcam remained there in conditions of slavery after .the

¥ R t?yis indicative of their cash inducement to v&tork, just
. Mala}N} al settlers under European domination. This syst<.=.m

v ‘the orlgllt1he failure of the Government to develop alternative
g ate;l i To bridge her budget deficits and embark on a road
: 1i cMﬁngv;,rl]'dustrialization, Malawi must exploit the vs'rater resources
Ta ¥aCh'lwa Chiuta, and the Shire River and the mineral deposits
"l Wlg.rourl1d. éuch projects would acgelerate econon_lic growthhand
al sector create more jobs for ]qbless Malawgns w?w awllg
) the mines of South Africa, Rhodesia, and Zambia. This wou
surtail the exodus of Malawi labour power to those countn;s.
v;’u alawi Government contributed £62,500 as 38 per ce.nt. of t e
§ a United Nations Development Programme lab.our statlstlc.:s um;
‘which aims to analyse the earnings, savings, skills and .penod o
‘of Malawi’s migrant workers.*> They are of two cagetories: those
racts were arranged by the Malawi Government, and those who
| their own to seck independent employment.

4 -
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ON OF MALAWIAN MIGRANT WORKERS

;j 1956 1960 1965
desia Contract 11,057 6,762 3,935
Non-contract 39,701 29,662 17,903
Total 50,758 36,424 21,838
blic of  Contract 13,980 25,981 39,023
ith Africa  Non-contract 1,536 2,630 291
‘ Total 15,516 28,611 39,314

dium of Statistics (Malawi Government, 1965), p. 8.
s

lic advantages of labour export to the racist regimes of the
th Africa and Rhodesia are:

® in an interview with Rossanda Rossana published in “Masses,
” in-Socialist Register, ed. by Ralph Miliband and John Saville

0), p. 238.

Human Export,” The Nationalist (Dar es Salaam), 26 February

0.
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2
1. Labourers from a low income country like Malawi will accept -»"
below ruling rates but above minimum wage scales in Malawi.

2. The arrival of ready-made workers represents a saving in social se '
for the racist republics since such costs as education, pensions and he;
are borne by Malawi.

3. Families of migrant workers stay in Malawi, thereby remaining a sg
responsibility of the Malawi Government, and relieving the racist rep
of the costs of social infrastructure such as housing, schools, hosp
and transport. e

4. Tmmigrant labour contracts are short-term, lending more flexibility to th
racist republics’ African labour supply.

The political windfalls from labour export accrue to both sides:

1. The readiness of Malawians to accept lower wages than the [
of South Africa and Rhodesia has a depressive effect on their ability |
organize around economic issues. The white regimes therefore see ’."
Malawi immigrant labour as an instrument to neutralize the workin

tation watered down by the presence of neutral Malawians
S ment sponsored contracts, but in Malawi itself the Congress
© discouraged opposition to European interests. This first became
“he confusion the Congress Party caused in its appeals for calm
ees rose against Welensky’s regime. This betrayal of the uprising
e Congress Party’s bargaining position when Banda began nego-
~ ithin Gwelo Prison on the new constitution. It was not coin-
 ut heavy debts incurred during the Federation period onto the
adent Malawi. While the number of Malawi labourers working
‘decrease between 1960 and 1965 (many having abandoned their
the Federation) the number of those working in the Republic of
 during the same period increased by 37 per cent, almost all of
ng under controls arranged by the Government. It is obvious that
n this policy is envisaged by the present Government since the
ey undertaken with United Nations aid is charged with making
of the expected labour force over a 10 to 15 year term and to

w‘.’ p
Ay

1

class of their own countries. b administration of migrant labour schemes.*” That Malawi under
2. The short-term contract does not allow time for the Malawians to becom egime is being sold into a future of foreign dependence and debt
integrated or initiated into local African politics, and they are segregate n evident since the beginning, when on the eve of the dissolution
into camps where tribal identity is encouraged to keep the Afri ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, she accepted the burden of the
divided and easily controlled by the white regimes. s, and Malawi’s share of federal loans was £12,008,000.4
3. The Malawi Government is relieved of the political embarrassment neial problems of Malawi continue with the shuffling of loan docu-
possible consequences of widespread unemployment clogging the alre ody knows when, how, and who is able to repay. In 1964 Malawi
swollen Malawi labour market. :), 0,000 from the white racist regime of Rhodesia. But in the 15
4. Malawi is able to use the export of her labour force as collateral in g shortly after the First Five Year Plan had elapsed, external loan
gaining concessions in trade and spectacular gestures such as the d been signed by the Government for a total of more than
£25,000,000 grant from the Republic of South Africa to pay for shifting WHLan average interest rate of three per cent and average re-
the Malawi capital from Zomba to Lilongwe. i 1005 of more than 34 years. Reporting this to Parliament in
The cost of co-operation within the sterling currency zone of Africa i§ - Aleke Banda, who held the portfolios of finance, information,
high for Malawi. There are arguments that the Malawi Government gains Ad tourism., added that there were other loan agreements under
foreign exchange earnings remitted by migrant workers to their families in e planned cxpenditure for 1970/1971 was nearly £42,000,000,
Malawi, and that sum is considerable since well over 80,000 Malawians work JRIAL £19,000,000 was to be payments on development, the rest
in South Africa alone. It is estimated that in the years 1968-1971 the WAL account. For the 15 months beginning January 1971
migrant sector as a whole contributed about £2,500,000 annually in foreign  8IVe a development loan of £3,350,000: to meet the cost of’
exchange earnings.*® However, the propensity to consume luxury commoditi“ e ted road from Blantyre via Chikwawa to the Mozambique
retailed through European or Asian owned businesses is so high that it vir= # Was prepared to loan up to £2,500,000. Other benefactors
tually cancels out the inflow of foreign exchange so far as the African com= iy West Germany. All the loans were considered to be on
munity is concerned. In fact, it would not be rash to suggest that it is that " " [ePayment of capital spread over 25 years at interest rates
community, the people of Malawi, who suffer the repercussions, rather than | oDer cent.t® At the same time, a Rhodesian news
benefits arising from the sale of their labour. They are denied the opportunity 3 ® £200,000 grant voted i s Rh;) dedian Parliaeik dp aper
of working directly for their own nation and of being with their families, an : ICial estimates to a “friendly African state” would l;l:sgt
by sacrificing that opportunity and contributing to the property of racist
regimes, they indirectly hinder the struggle of Africans elsewhere against
apartheid. M
Not only was the revolutionary spirit of Africans under white oppression '
46 Ibid.

Atelligence it (London, M
elliger : , May 1964), p. 13.
‘ letin (Bonn : Embassy of the Repuglic of Malawi), 17 February
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BIRTH OF A NEO-COLONIAL STATE

It has been suggested that the neo-colonial policy of Malawi is a prodye ) ' e k !
of her economic Ergoblems and that she has no choice but to bowpto ] s-dominated rcgnonlsA}"l}e reléuonsl'lllp “(’ilth RhOdeSI?i;Vthh began
minority regimes. This argument is not valid. The economic problems ofteq time of ttl:e (ff?:)rﬁaner:(i:sge tl?g?l(zil;gralw;:c;ﬁ;st?on the(ilncli’Zpg;e
arise from the expenses of upholding the regime by diverting foreign aid foy s not begy ; ol s y il
military and police reinforcement and, above all, for technocrats’ salaries . In fact, the trade balance still tilts very much in Rhodesia’s
prestige projects and presidential palaces. It is impossible in these circum.
stances, with a leadership perpetuating itself and a heavy budget deficit, fo
Malawi to achieve any meaningful economic development. Her whole systen
of planning is geared to that of the neo-colonial powers—Britain, Wes
Germany, South Africa, Portugal and Rhodesia. «

As an independent state, Malawi has the right to obtain aid from the
socialist countries. While it may be true that some other African states ha
suffered under Soviet aid motivated by Soviet imperialism, there is no reaso
why this should affect economic relationships with smaller countries of th
socialist camp. The credit is arranged directly between governments, enab! .
the recipient to strengthen the state sector of the economy and to change the
inherited colonial economic pattern by laying the foundations for socialis
reconstruction while making the task of planning easier. If Malawi is tc
struggle effectively to reduce her deficit and embark on a road to self-sufficienc
and industrialization, she must be prepared to accept such aid.

Instead, it has become the policy of the Malawi Government to crush any
move towards a collective economy. The cooperative societies which had

cF OF TRADE BETWEEN MALAWI AND RHODESIA
ju (Millions)

< Exports 1967 1968 1969
Rhodesian exports 5.3 5.2 5.1

to Malawi
Malawian exports 0.6 0.7 1,2

i to Rhodesia

2 Bank, Annual Economic Review (Malawi, May 1970), p. 11.
" .

L ¥

e of the Republic of South Africa, the neo-colonial policy takes
wist. It is South Africa’s aim to try to improve relations with
African states, very often in the form of technical assistance. In
 Malawi Government, including the security branch, police and
‘;*.. ated by white South Africans. An Afrikaaner was seconded to
| of chief information officer in Malawi. The staff of the Malawi
retoria were Europeans, headed by a former British civil servant,
grown strong under African management during colonialism have been dis- dson.* South African strategy was revealed in an editorial of the
solved. The Nkhotakota rice cooperative, one of the oldest and best organized. i #inancial Gazette of May 10, 1968:
was among those which disappeared and the Nkhotakota people, whose live:
and culture had been closely connected with this cooperative industry fo OUEA 1o shicld off hostilities still being built up against South Africa in
many years, were left in poverty, misery and starvation, the prey of foreigt sdiean states. We must build more bridges into Africa. In Malawi we
exploitation. j: 1 4ally spanned a bridge into the heart of Africa.52

A more recent example of the Congress Party’s policy was the dissolution
of MARTA (Malawi African Road Transport Association) by President
Banda in February 1970. MARTA was a transport company owned and run
by Africans who contributed their own vehicles to improve the transportation
of agricultural produce from Lilongwe and other districts in the Central Region
to the nearest railway station of Salima. It was a cooperative in which each
member received a return according to his input. MARTA completely broke
the monopoly of transport by British, Italian, South African, and Portuguesé
companies which repatriated their profits realized in Malawi. Rather than
encourage MARTA, President Banda feared its success as a source of opposi=
tion to his regime, and he banned it on the pretext of mismanagement.® ThG»
dislike he personally has for anything remotely associated with communism
is derived from his life in and admiration for the West. This is reflected in his
readiness to rally to European interests, even at the expense of the welfare
of his own people.

The development and economic ties of Malawi are inextricably bound t0

i it build more bridges and less forts. The might of our armed forces are

‘~ of a bridge into Malawi is very apparent from the exchange
* 1€ two countries. The most historic®® one is that which Presi-
- 10 South "Africa in 1971; he was the first African leader to
Banda ‘claimed that his visit was merely a matter of contacts,
S ﬂ:hflt his visit to South Africa necessitates his playing to the

can _racists in view of the economic aid which Malawi
® Prestige projects. On the contrary, the South African
€Nt viewed this action as a triumph of its outward policy.
point, John Miller, reporting from Pretoria, stated that:

11

1
£

1

a}na is quite clear,
* WIS overall mission

s

over the southern

While working to convince Vorster about
eemed to be to guarantee the supremacy of
Ve done hern African area. After his mission, Richardson
anda that my job.” He continued “. . . I have strongly recom-

Bice (esmy post be filled by an African.” Banda (as expected)
ted Joe ercl?“y when his plan to pay a visit there was in the
Africa thoua(il ngwe as an African Malawi Ambassador to the
mber of 1hg he had previously experienced racial discrimination
on), 5 R ‘i9e7rilbassy staff in Pretoria. The Star (Johannesburg,
falge” Africa), 10 May 1968.

I Government Printer), I, No. 5 (September 1971).

50 H9.73{amuzu Banda, speech as reported in Malawi News (Blantyre), 17 February
1970. !
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The visit is considered to be a breakthrough for the Nationalist Governm'
“outward policy” of befriending black African states, although Dr. Banda hg

said his policy is to “kill apartheid with kindness”....5¢ i

The policy of dialogue is in fact unpopular in Malawi and other Afrj
states. Madagascar, for instance, has been a good lesson to South Afj
where the new Government of General Gabriel Ramanantsoa, which took ove
after the collapse of the old regime of Philibert Tsiranana, declared thro '
its Foreign Minister, Lieutenant Commander Didier Ratsiraka that Madagasca:
was cancelling the convention under which South Africa was to build a fi
star hotel on the island of Nossi-be.*® 4
The reaction following Madagascar’s popular revolution was regarded i
South Africa as a great setback for the South African outward policy. Th
Foreign Minister Dr. Hilgard Muller is quoted as saying: “I don’t know
what to do. . . . We have made progress in many fields. I will have to ses
how this could be affected including whether certain contracts can still b
met.”®® Mr. Japie Basson, the United Party’s chief spokesman on foreigr
affairs, described the snub to South Africa as a very serious setback. “It is ¢
very bad sign for the whole dialogue movement and I am inclined to think
that we can now write it off completely,”” he said. He concluded that the ho ij
that Madagascar would play a key role in the defence of the Cape sea routes;
now looked “forlorn”. He described it as “‘very sad” that South Africa
been rebuffed by “a neighbour strategically placed in our own area.”’™
When Malagasy decided to break all official links with South Africa
Professor William Kleynhans of the University of South Africa immediately
interpreted it as “‘a major” setback for the “‘outward looking policy.”®® It
therefore not surprising that South Africa, according to The Star, is worried
that the popular demands in Madagascar for the release of political prisoners:
(jailed by Tsiranana) may include the anti-dialogue militants like the former
Vice-President Mr. Resampa and others like Mr. Mona Jaona.®® i
That this policy of dialogue between South Africa and Malawi is
paying off is evident from the economic, political and military agreements
which have been signed between the two countries. In March 1967, the
Republic of South Africa concluded a trade agreement with Malawi—its
first with an independent African state. By the terms of the agreement,
Malawi granted preferential tariffs to all South African goods imported
into Malawi in exchange for a South African guarantee to admit, duty
free, 500,000 Ibs. of Malawi tea each year.®® South Africa agreed to finance , °fld Bank, was one of the first Americans to set out
part of the 70 mile rail link to Nacala, and contributed £25,000,000 towards the SSSUMptions which underlay the United States’ decision to take
cost of shifting Malawi’s capital.** & °°nvef$CHCe of interests between the United States and Israel
54 John Miller reporting in Daily Telegraph, 17 August 1971. ] E ‘:Y“““g In the American journal Foreign Affairs in 1959,
gg {Ttﬁcel Star (Weekly Air Edition, Johannesburg), 24 June 1972. Nt exam S moderate form of socialist development could serve
a0l i ple to developing nations revolting against the West.

J 2
58 Tbid. : S€L" he declared, ;
59 The Star (Johannesburg), 27 May 1972. 3 . » “may well prove to be a sort of economic
60 “Introduction to Malawi,” New Left Review, No. 45 (September/October, 1967),

p. 83.
61 ;‘%i\lawi 3 lNeo—Oolon'ia.l State,” Tricontinental, No. 64 (Limited ed., Havana), July
» P' A

‘eouth Africa and Rhodesia, vyhich have‘ no border with Malawi,
o has frontiers in common with Malawi in the east, south, and
Thi geographical situation.has become a cornerstone of Malawi’s
-y, Scholars of African a.ﬂfalrs often ll-SC.thlS .to justify her coopera-
= Portuguese colony. This argument is invalidated by the fact that
¢ countrics in Africa which have no direct access to the sea
Central African Republic, Chad, Mali, Niger, Zambia, for example)
~ ¢ been obliged to surrender their independence as Malawi has
ne to Portugal. The territorial exchange agreement signed between
 Portugal gives the right of access to the Indian Ocean in exchange
5 use Malawi territory for military manoeuvres. That liberty was
uguese security forces in early 1966 to bomb a peaceful village
da district; seven Malawian citizens were killed. Malawi was
laim that there had been violation of territory because the terms of
at invalidated any protest Malawi might have made to the United
e Malawi Government instead chose to ignore the public outery.
| has diplomatic relations with Portugal at consulate level at pre-
alawi diplomat in Lourengo Marques is himself Portuguese, as is
political advisors to President Banda, and many of the business-
officers, and constructors. Malawi’s identification with Portuguese
he expense of betraying the national liberation war being waged
ique, Angola, and Guinea Bissau. The freedom fighters of FRE-
ound on Malawi territory, are handed over to the Portuguese

OF execution.®?
eput ic of Malawi has also identified herself very closely with
apé.a.nsionist territorial policies and programmes which make
‘sgtclhtes of American imperialism. These states are Israel,
“Aina (Taiwan), South Korea and South Vietnam. As is well
‘ States, State Department viewed the anti-colonial struggle
“OUS as a lureat to the United States’ interests in Africa. The
f”i' to encourage the policies of neutralism and non-alignment
‘ dence and western control. The role of Israel is perhaps

-ative of this,
d i CIELV:;I: an economist who headed the African Research
s Institute of Technology and later went on to a

the W
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The same author outlined the means by which the United States coy
support Israel’s penetration: ;

Israel’s role as a third force might also be reinforced by imaginative use 3 4
third country technique. A free world state wishing to enlarge its assista
flow to Africa might channel some part of it through Israel because of Is “
special qualifications and demonstrated acceptability to African nations, ¥

It is therefore not surprising that Israeli instructors helped to set up ¢
Malawi Young Pioneers movement, a paramilitary organization of about 7
members. Given powers beyond the police, the Young Pioneers are used
shock troops to crush opponents of the Banda regime. Also, it was Malay
President Banda who was the first African leader to pay an official visit
Israel, only a year after the six days Arab-Israeli war of 1967. The Zioni
honoured him by creating a Banda Scholarship for Malawi students of me
cine in Israel. In addition, cooperative and labour officials are trained
short Israeli courses to return to Malawi to lead workers who cannot strike
And it was immediately on his return to Malawi from Israel in 1968 tk
Banda claimed the Eastern Province of Zambia and the Southern Region
Tanzania as belonging to him. 8

It was not through Israel alone that the United States was able to ali
Malawi’s policy with her own. The Nationalist Chinese regime is recog
by Malawi and has sponsored agricultural aid to grow rice in Malawi, i
conformity with the United States’ policy of countering the influence of th
People’s Republic of China in Africa.® President Banda, a strong opponen
of communism, paid an official visit to Taiwan in 1965. He has publicly dee
lared that, if he had sufficient funds, he would be prepared to dispatch af
army to fight shoulder to shoulder with American soldiers in support of the
puppet administration of Thieu-Ky-Huong of South Vietnam. i

Any attempt to change the neo-colonial orientation of Malawi will meef
strong opposition, even sabotage, both on the domestic front and abroad. 4
political movement away from the traditional defence of private enterprise

and ownership of the means of production would damage the relationship Pt

with the sources of finance on which Malawi depends. In that circumstances Malay 8 O Se? tember 1964, just less than eight weeks after
a government would be confronted with the dilemma of choosing to carry 0 by ™! eXpef‘enced a moment of political change, a change
a socialist programme at one stroke, or to abandon it for fear of failure. The: -, ?me. as a “counter revolution’. During this political change,
late Oskar Lange once wrote that “any government intending to introduce ‘;w v ofl;r;uts.sed. three of his most able Ministers: O. E. Chirwa,
socialism in a capitalist economy must go through resolutely with its socializa= ':Augustinse l](;e) » W. M. K. Chiume (Minister of Foreign Affairs);
tion program at maximum speed”. Any hesitation, any vacillation and indes 8t three oher I\(Ianaum (Minister of Development). The response to
cision would provoke the inevitable economic catastrophe. ‘‘Socialism,” Lang& the late v. K eé lil_]e_" resxg.n?d in sympathy with their colleagues.
continued, “is not an economic policy for the timid.”®® ' f Labour), ang Hm;a ﬁd%‘ﬁ;‘;n‘:f) eior?lsi .A.fftail's).f V;;d Chokani
Years " At inister o ucation).
E‘ ::l)t tO‘have-been an ideological dispute, it may better b)e
€ Malawi Cabinet crisis rather than as the Malawi political

ON BANDA-ISRAELI -ARAB RELATIONS

IOTE

A

2 has on many occasions denounced Arabs perhaps on behalf
S order to cover himself, he has compared the settlement of
s Rhodesia, Mozambique and South Africa to the actions of the
orth Africa, especially the atrocities committed by the successive
‘Arab regimes in Khartoum against the black population of the
. drama of a South African Airways Boeing 727 on 24 May,
t revealed his whole attitude to Arabs. The two hijackers, said
banese nationality, were tricked into letting their hostages escape
one in the plane at Chileka. According to The Times of London,
s authorized by South Africa to blow up the ‘whole package’ of
d ransom money if necessary, together with the hijackers.*” The
ers identified as Foaud Kamil and Abou Yatghi are perhaps the
nationals to enter Malawi. The Malawi Government has extended a
an on all Arab nationals. According to the Johannesburg Star,
ife was among those to feel the effects of this ban when she tried
Malawi to see her imprisoned husband. She got as far as Nairobi

before learning that she would not be allowed to enter Malawi.
yyer brother also tried unsuccessfully to get an entry visa.” The
Banda as saying: “An extradition treatry was in force between
d South Africa”.®* Kamil and Yatghi were each sentenced to 11
risonment with hard labour in September 1972.

o

\ {2

fterm ‘.e§onomic crisis’ indicates a failure in economic growth,
cal crisis’ may be interpreted as a turning point rather than
more the semblance of a social crisis, which Scott Nearing
(& fmoment when a-group of human beings, living together, find it
Hmpossible to continue their accustomed associations.”s?

!

63 Arnold Rivkin, Africa and the West (Praeger, 1961), p. 89.

64 Africa Research Group, “Israel: Imperialist Mission in Africa,
No. 15 (Havana, 1969), p. 39. ]

65 New York Times, “Taiwan—Not Peking Winning New Friends in Asia,” 25 ndon). 2
December 1968. b 20 May 1972,

66 Oskar Lange, Economic Theory of Socialism (1938) as quoted in “The Policy qlf A o‘;:fg), 24 June 1972.
Transition,” Monthly Review (January 1971), pp. 40-41. g Iy Review (September 1970), p. 6u.

» Tricontinentaly




5 ATE
ATTATI MPAKATI BIRTH OF A NEO-COLONIAL ST

crisis. The failure to forge a united action against Banda as a consequengy
their leaving their posts is so surprising in itself that it is necessary to

ica] I noticed the extent of Africanization. . . . Whatever hap-
} 4 i1, a ¢ o o
short account of the drama in what, in effect, was a ‘double crisis’. Eas -Atf;;lcm 4 to have some influence, some impact on our country.
e IS

The original disagreement is said to have concerned the Skig
Report which recommended, among other things, the pegging of sala i

.o : s P 1 ve complained that some of the civil servants
African civil servants and the imposition of a sum of threepence as a meg

J embers of this House ha

: ‘ g 3 . 4 UOe m -orns [stooges] .. . many people are forgetting tp point out that
registration fee. In his demand for a vote of confidence in a special seg il capric T oncans who opposed us—men who were directors of man-
of the Malawi Parliament, Banda claimed that the four cornerstones on y vﬁlt;‘;__are possibly now, men who are trying to rule us. This must

the Malawi Congress Party, the Government and the state of Malawi "
built had now broken down. These cornerstones he described as unity, loya '
discipline and obedience.™ He accused his Ministers of plotting to overth; - _ that T will femain loyal to him. . . . T came
’ F SR { to assure the Ngwazl also tha i . X :
his Government and assassinate him in cold blood. He reported tha ‘ 4 happily; 1 will return to Malindi happily. I will not organize
Ministers attacked him on the threepence charge for hospital fees, on Afri' ‘ ;wui as he has been suspecting.™
zation and on the Skinner Report. On the external scene they attacked
icy i i ia, r I, Formosa, i So :
poh.cy in relation to ,Rhodes1a_ Po tug? ormosa, the Republic of Sc  ome and explain to the people of Nkhata Bay what has happened
Africa and the People’s Republic of China. 0 r 5" Negwazi wants to throw me out completely from the House, or from
Banda correctly assumed this opposition by his Ministers as a vote of posg'b‘:;on which T hold, T accept it . . . we are under his discipline.?®
confidence in his leadership as the then Prime Minister. Addressing him: B - hich surrounded Basda, venerated in song and
fo e Mirhiers Eosaid,q YOU 597, tmat. L am wipne in charsnsi .fec\ie{:ﬁif dv:ssenlcrs in Parliament during the crisis, is difficult
. . . . ) . . .3" 1S a S 38 £ 2 }
S Thia T hav o i, N e e B81had been remot from the polical and socal siruggle o his
iyl i { 2 1 1 beg before his birth. While their blood soaked the so1
Banda himself, they all refused to allow the man they opposed to resig N :x?dalloglg)sorbed the culture, conventions, and customs of the
Instead, they called for his continued leadership of Malawi. 3 R f has said:
Later, Banda accused the Ministers of hypocrisy, revealing that: by IR oicir. bhckoconnd. I arnnn At dokiss his Seihel .-

ucation I belong to the West. I admire the Europeans in the West—the
h, the Americans, the French, the Germans . . . I like them all.”?

is affection for Europeans allowed him to excuse their reflections
pability, Banda could not tolerate criticism from his countrymen.
1970 he was host to his former political adversary of the federa-

In their defence, the former Ministers put their arguments not onl ~ensky, who had tried to forestall independence. The _fomtlﬁf
apologetically but without a grain of socialist argument. Chisiza ended his felary responsible for the constitution, MacLeod, who dlefl e
speech thus: ' i ‘mourned officially in Malawi and is honoured by a street in his

,, though the same man had earlier expressed his opinion
If you [House of Parliament]believe that I am a traitor by pointing out Wi 38 “ignorant about the economic aspects of government.”
I consider to be pin-pricks, in my view, with a view to going ahead and build ; ans did not cause Banda trouble. But a decision so trivial as the
ing our nation, then brothers and sisters, I am ready to hang this minute. tedical fee was Uit ot is, Cabinet in fenmienit "ThaL H
Onal rather than ideological is borne out by the failure of the
,t° seize the initiative at the opportune moment when Banda
I€Sign. That they did not immediately find a successor among
*VES 10 show that, in principle, the politics of Banda were accept-
3 YA0m he fondly described as his “rebel Ministers” a term they
WauSi, Hansard (Zomba), 9 September 1964.
Hansard (Zomba), 9 September 1964.
> Chipembere, Hansard (Zomba), 9 September 1964,

'Wa, Hansard (Zomba), 9 September 1964.
anda, Hansard (Zomba), 20 December 1968.

in the post-dependence period.7*
Tppen

In 1962 I went to Lisbon—Kanyama Chiume was with me. . . . He did not
anything about going to Lisbon; he was then a prominent member, an impe
sonator, but he didn’t say anything about that . . . and, moreover, even whe
I went to Nacala, when I came back I gave dinners, the Portuguese were there
our Ministers were there, they enjoyed dinner with the Portuguese who handlf
them. They never said a single word. !

Chiume said:

iy
We have all been called Communists . . . even the Prime Minister himself . . « -
I have faith that the Prime Minister has had such long experience, such a lot
of education that he can stand up to the machinations of any Communist.”

70 H. Kamuzu Banda, Hansard (Zomba), 8 September 1964. It is traditional 'for |
puppet regimes, within the limits of their commitments to safeguard foreign capital,
to rally the working class with slogans of unity and stability as a means of prevent=
ing them from being conscious of their class

71 Yatuta K. Chisiza, Hansard (Zomba), 8 September 1964.

72 W. M. Kanyama Chiume, Hansard (Zomba), 9 September 1964.
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seemed to accept as one of distinction. It was not that they could not ¢g
ence Malawi’s development as a capitalist country. The Cabinet memp
all shared the same economic ideology that Malawi be built into West
alliances. It was on the point of with which nations Malawi ought to be g
that their opinions differed. The six Ministers who left the Cabinet thouy
that open dealings with South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal would re;
their willingness to cooperate with Europeans too well, a position emba j
for a newly independent African nation to defend at conferences of the sion of this conceptl;)(()n of p;wer tran§fct)nned the )(;Olflt?cwffdgi
monwealth, the Organization for African Unity and the United Nations, T| I ress Party, the Young Pioneers, into an armect 10766
group favoured direct dealings with the great powers of North Am "“ . :51 of the Pre’sid]ent,dv\fho is thetlr fC(:}xlnmsander.;m-gh:::. 'It;l:;
Europe, and the United Kingdom, for in this they would not lose y order them employed in support of the Securily rorces, b
before their friends in Africa. Most of the members of the group had ap i “which was originalclly en;l;];;ed to thf: ::orllll.malllndzrs %i;] 1tll_lle Stﬁcur::té
short courses and study tours in the United States before their countr “series of acts passe in , came into his hands. ile the ac
independence and had returned very much impressed by the material w ‘ the Young Pioneers shall, when acting in gupport of the Secur'lty
of America. ' ' ubiect to the disciplinary code of the Pohf:e Force, t.hey receive
Banda and two of his tribesmen in the Cabinet, Msonthi and Tembo, otions from the President or a person .appomt_ed by hlm,‘ ‘and are
decided, on the other hand, that the allegations of fascism against Po ed to the body provided fc')r by thc? Police Orfima}?ce but to su<zh
and racial discrimination in South Africa and Rhodesia were less impo; he President sll;all front;1 tlr;e to nge detemﬁme. “Z\lllhilr;ea;t:)nwg e::
than the fact that these countries were seeking alliances in Africa. In ¢ Security Forces, the Young Fioneers have . =
would have been difficult to deny that the povfer of the Malawi state was n | protection of a Police Officer acting in the execution of his
already centred on the triangle of Pretoria, London and Lisbon and that thes
same countries, if not discouraged, would continue to exploit and dominat
Africans from the Malawi capital. The fact that Britain did not use th
Cabinet crisis to her own advantage by siding with one of the parties w‘,,
dispute, but instead made the Governor General an impartial mediator, i
evidence that neither Banda nor the rebel Ministers were a threat to th
British economic interest in Malawi.
Both parties to the dispute, however, dramatized its elements in thei
personal interest. Banda accused a Chinese Communist diplomat in Tanzan
of having bribed the Ministers. No doubt Banda hoped that such an allegatiof
would court support from the West in general, and especially from Soutt
Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal in the form of direct aid in defence agaifis
agitators, allegedly Communists. For fear of being classified as CommuniSts;
the rebels, with the exception of one, felt obliged to flee Malawi, despite e
fact that they had often denounced communism from the same political '
form as Banda himself. Then, having assumed the role of refugees, they
switched to socialist slogans to enlist personal sympathy from some of
progressive African states. S
Since the crisis of 1964, Banda has proved himself, as Andrew
described him in his brilliant article “White Africa’s Black Ally” as . .
tribalist, destroyer of a nation,” and

, often occurs when a man assumes leadership of a new
e ast be looked upon by the masses as a kind of saviour or
. e of colonialism. Such leaders have every chance to
king but it suited Banda’s purpose to rekindle the
p as related to tribal habits and chieftainship
lar to that enjoyed by former bureaucrats of

3 the bondag

i way of thinkin:
: feudal relationst.n .
arage privilege sumi
sivil service.

o disturbing feature was introduced by the Young Pioneers
) Act of December 1965, which inserted the following section into
Acts:

A ~(1) No police officer may effect the arrest of a Young Pioneer without
or consultation with the person for the time being commanding the Young
ers concerned . . . (2) No person who has been lawfully arrested by a
Pioneer in the exercise of the powers conferred upon him by this Act
I be released from custody on the order of a Police Officer without prior
sultation with the person for the time being commanding the Young

i in the Disti'iet concerned.

egislation creates what is in effect a private army under the direct
€ control of the President. Both before and after the enactment
% allegations were widespread, and confirmed from numerous and
urces, that Young Pioneers were guilty of large-scale intimidation,
PO0ery, and rape. The new powers gave them immunity from arrest
fgo.m any form of control whatever save that of the President who
D '.=1f to be none too scrupulous about the methods used in
18 political opponents.

S publicly spoken of being prepared to kill as many as 50,000
enforce his personal rule; as he put it; “It is war and not
§ December 19, 1964, at Lilongwe, he told people to arrest any

. resembles the worst side of a Tshombe in his willingness to lean on white: i aPpeared in their villages and to report them to the Congress
colonist support, whose relations with the Portuguese Government are closer. ﬁj' at the villagers were not to be satisfied with statements from
than anyone would have dreamed possible for an African leader . ... 78

e
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78 Andrew Ross, “White Africa’s Black Ally,” New Left Review, No. 45 (September/ o h 12 December 1969, p. 24.

Octobe 96 D




EO-COLONIAL STATE
ATTATI MPAKATI BIRTH OF A NEO

the police that there was not evidence upon which to arrest a stranger, *
gate every strange face . . . . I do not want anyone to run away just bey
there is no evidence.”* On September 13, 1965, at Blantyre, he urged pe
to be on the lookout for fugitives returning to Malawi and to arres 3
without waiting for the police. “If they resist arrest, do something to
I don’t care what you do to them.” He also called for the arrest of 4 ) Pkl Biof Bt
harbouring fugitives, saying: “If he resists, do something to hjm-th'_ : mbere was in the United StatesA cf)' m;:)nca, by e
animals you know—no beating about the bush.” a political party called the }’an nca(;lh. exfno colleay -
As a consequence, at least hundreds and presumably more than a thoy + PDP. Returning to Tanzania, he found his ormlc:,r bt gu
political detainees are under indefinite arrest without trial. The people ‘Pangale Refugee Camp of Malawians (nezllr éh' ra ’bone
in an atmosphere of fear and intimidation while Government supporters | late Yatuta K. Chmza,. the other was lol)Ia to \ lp\il_'n mer;
mit a wide range of offences, even murder, free from the risk of prosecu: gp was known as th(? Saigon group (an.a uzon , 0 Vietna
Of the rebel Cabinet Ministers, this much is known: despite her as ‘Washington’ (with reference to Chipem e;e;vmautghura-
promises and private missions to beg mercy-and forgiveness of Presi re). In fact, there was no ideological dlfference%;: beerllvl Iemi
Banda, they all felt their lives to be in jeopardy. Only H. B. Masauko Chip luli Chisiza was Shpt dead on October !2, 1 o y Ma a“:i
bere could contemplate remaining at home at Malindi in the Fort J at Mpatamanga Bn{ige i Blantyre_ wh}le leading an dafgl; A
district, the others having already fled across the borders into Tanzania ; jinto Malawi.®* His heroic determmanon. .to g}(a):. ar: thgr
Zambia. They failed to give united leadership to the people that the Cong in vain. There was not to be a POP‘UIEET uprising. Eigh d0 ers
Party feigned to represent, despite the activities of the military wing, ').~ 9‘;’;1: found guilty by the Malawi High Court and were
Young Pioneers Movement, which served to weaken the mass and to subc y . . :
nate and suppress any political awareness not conforming to that of its lea : e which the Chisiza group had followed ({i thét of t:;e (’;3;‘;
Thus it was that Chipembere found himself placed under restriction at f-of revolution applied by Major Ernesto Che.C uelzva o
home and prevented from addressing meetings. a he same year as Chisiza). It seems to = mcreasn]lg yf uﬁv:owi
It is not an exaggeration to say that in September 1964 before Malz nt conditions of capitalism. Whether we, the pelfp eoth itir: ié
had concluded military pacts with South Africa and Portugal, the moment h y lmsS)n from these .dc.:featS: ailsd-suc.h setlbac b Certain%
been ripe for a socialist revolution in Malawi. But the only action stirred stin Willard Bwanausn in exﬂe’, is fhﬂ.icp‘t to say. Ce Ze
in response to the Cabinet Crisis was that Chipembere, followed by some F agandg image of Banda’s mv1.n<.;1b1hty has won tI;l;)
his most ardent supporters, finally escaped from surveillance into the bu 1S Werythu.‘_g to suggest that the policies of Banda have taken
at Fort Johnston. Their aim of liberating the peasants could not be acco
plished because they lacked political and ideological direction of the Kir
that could give a theoretical dimension to their struggle. Chipembere left f€
the United States for treatment of his diabetes. The fighting continued unds
the military leadership of Medson Silombela until his capture by Malay
Security Forces in the autumn of 1965. He was placed on trial for mul'(i
The Penal Code had already been amended to provide a mandatory deat
penalty for treason as newly defined under the Act passed on April 28, 196
and made retroactive to January 1, 1965, i.e., before the date of an attacl
on the town of Fort Johnston by a liberation army under the leadership O
Masauko Chipembere. 3
In the course of the trial of Medson Silombela, the President twice state
publicly that Silombela was clearly guilty and ‘would swing’ in public. He :
caused an amendment to be made to the Penal Code authorizing publi€
executions. In February 1966, after his appeal had been dismissed, Silombela
was hanged in the prison compound in the presence of about 400 people-

ed that the verdict of guilty in this f:a§e was a

1 influenced by Dr. Banda’s statements, it is clearly
that it Was dependence of the judiciary if a leader of a country
] to the in ell:o is on trial before the verdict is pronounced;
e :;Vunishable as contempt of court in many common

¢ be suggest

said to be

th

OKe to Chipmbere in 1967 in Dar es Salaam about problems
ad the impression that ideological orientation was for him
 could split any future government of Malawi. Yet, while
Helt obliged to establish to his party’s satisfaction his Malawian
ving been thrown into doubt by the fact that his parents and
i lived outside Malawi.** That such an irrelevancy could be

.

@ leader distracts attention from problems of increasing

on the part of the Government are said to have been considerable.

) Wformation leaking out of Malawi and confirmed by one Govern-

must remain anonymous was that there were about 200 Govern-

and over 100 Young Pioneers whose widows or dependents

21¢s and were told that their husbands or sons had been sent

ing.

Mo ve, Tomango Chidawati, Suwedi Masamba, James Kamanga,
Wakawanga M. L. Mphwante, Harris Phombeya. Killed with
Mwahimba ‘and F. Mwalyambwile.

Development who died in a car accident on November 30,

T€ he was charged with the responsibility of PDP affairs by

. Two comrades also died in the crash.

en bel'C, My Malawian Ancestors (mimeo.), August 1969, p. 17.
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importance, the biggest being the continued exploitation of Malawi
for the benefit of overseas lords. ¢
Where the contest continues between foreign colonialism and } anla.
nationalism politics are conceived in negative terms. The Malawi m, >
were not given time to sort out the destiny of their own vic OTies 3
have been forced into a position where they are unable to make pos "
decisions. This has encouraged the regime to pretend that all that it doy
done in the name of the people. This is possible due to the oppressive
totalitarian nature of the Banda regime on the one hand, and the igng
of the great mass of the population on the other. Left in ignorance of hoy
manage efficiently and independently their own raw resources, the peop
Malawi are at present ill-equipped to lead their own development.
guidance given them by the existing leaders who bow to foreign influenc
the worst possible because it perpetuates the parasitical colonial w“:'

| ent of Foreign Consultants
1(')y-mlts Value and Limitations

s
i ion consultants has been much in evidence in
. th | ulsnedg;f)::c;?fcl: (1961) and in various parastatal organizzf-
:rr:lcsia Declaration (1967). In any deve]ol?ing country their
' in relation to manpower needs. Tanzania has set 1980 as
g %r attaining self-sufficiency in high-level manpower, save for a
4 ecialized skills.* Already, the country has moved a long way

- f Independence a World Bank visiting mission

e i i on the eve 0 p issio
z;uiip:ﬁiol:d local development only at the price of extracting exc ‘;‘ir’ A?;:l?wnas “still necessary to emp.lo'y mos.ﬂy Europleaél tyfclisetrslc:
H%)w long 'the people of Malawi can continue to tolerate their'A' he trend of localization in the Civil Service since Indepe )

npower target seems to be within reach: for ex.ample, at the enc?
:ccrs occupied 26 per cent of senior a}nd mlddle-fgrade posts;
5t 1970, the figure had risen to 85 per cent in an establishment that
an doubled in absolute size.? : .
the picture is somewhat less bright w1th. }'egard‘ to. specgﬁc
ategories especially the professional ones requiring scientific skills
. It is envisaged, for example, that at the present. rate of popula-
-. 2.7 per cent per annum, some 1700 doctors will be needed by
er to attain the modest* target of one doctor per 10,000 people.
d of the Second Five Year Plan (June 1974) we expect to haYe
300 local doctors and it is unlikely that an additional 1490 wEll
in the remaining six years unless enrolment of Tanzame}ns in
100ls increases dramatically.® The same holds true for engineers,
S, surveyors and accountants—the attainment of self-sufficiency by
: improbable, at best.

B were the skill categories where foreign experts and consu_ltan.ts
y in evidence the matter would be perfectly understandable if still
in the current situation. Unfortunately this is not so. The reco_rd
majority of foreigners working in Tanzania are in manage-nal
involving major decision-making with far reaching political

cheated of their proper returns, is impossible to say. What is needed amo
Malawians is the ability and conviction of John Chilembwe to rise to “str
a blow for a socialist victory.”®® Without such ideas, our people w

condemned to suffer injustice in silence, since the greatest enemy of jus
ignorance itself.

Senior Research Fellow and Director of the Economic Research
Ity of Dar es Salaam.

ond Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development, Ist July
une, 1974, Vol. IV: “Survey of the High and Middle Level Manpower

: Resources,” (Dar es Salaam, 1969), p. 1. y

Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Economic Development of
ohns Hopkins, 1960), p. 193. 3

e Survey 1970-71 (Dar es Salaam: Government Printer, 1971), p. 113.

One physician per 10,000 of population is regarded as modest because
low the ratio of one physician per 1000 of population which is

> de\’t;lpped countries. Indeed, many of them have ratios which are
an this,

Survey, op. cit., p. 114.

85 Chilembwe is said to have used the words “strike a blow and die” in a speech to

his liberation army on the night of the oW
Rogpeaion sy ght of the 1915 uprising. See Rotberg, Strike a Blow




