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TENSE USE IN WRITTEN DISCUURSE

S Pu. North

Section 1

INTRODUCTION
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treated as ue$akaﬁe“*fer;es' suc h qs the 'past

continous', 'future perfect' and 'pdrfect conditional’,

For each such tense, a number of different meanings is
normally described, thus producing a complex and fragmentary
account of verb form meaning, The syntactic description,
however, can be simplified by recognising just five
oppositions within the verb group, and if we could identify
a semantic currelation for eaci option, verb fcrm meaning
could be presented to learners in a more couerent manner.
In fact, the active/passive opposition, with its

relatively straighitforward senantic correlations, is
normally presented ag » gingle opition within the verb
group., For other categories, however, the fragmentary
approach complicates the description and obscures possible

generaligations.

This paper is based on the hypothesis that there are
regular semantic correlations for each grammatical
opposition, and that by identifying these, it 1is
possible to produce a wmore eccnomical and systematic
description of verb form meaning. The interpretation of

verb forms is, however, to a large extent affected by
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contextual features,; which mask-underlying 4 - = &
regularities. 4s ﬂydms(l???)pointSrmut; tense ig glitus o
semantic feature of the whole sentence, net simply ‘the
verb itself (1977:678) and the same observation applies
also to modality, voice and aspect. Consequently, other
elements of the sentence contribute to¢ the interpretation

of a verb form. Relationships affecting temporal

1nterpretat10n are not hu\ever confined to sentences level,

but may also hold between Sjntactlcallj 1ndependent
sentendes. (Bee, for example, Crystal 1966 and
Smith 1978). Although this is recognised *o some;
extent in the traditional discussion of 'Bequencelof
tensé" the explanatlon given is often purely '
mechaniéal ‘ana gives the impression that it repréSéﬁtS.d
Special use of verb forms. This is relniurced by the ¢
tendency to talk of~ the'ﬂchaﬁges+“WhicH ET? mﬁﬂé“to

verb forms, as though an utterance were flrst Iramed
using 'normal' verbg, on which a set of urﬁnufqrmatlonal
rules then operated., The argument in this pauer is that,
on the contrary, 'sequence of'uenses‘ is only a specifiec
instance of & general principle 'anplying to connec ted
discourse, nanely taat verb forms refleet reldtionships 6f
temporal meaning holding between diffferent parts of

the :discourse. - They thus contribute to the cohesion of
a texty :a role which has: generally received little o

attention.l

The importa ance of contextual 1actors in ﬁemporal
interpretation makes lt essentlal to anglyse the use
of verb erms in context. The rresent study represents an
attenpt to carry out, on a snull ucale, such an analyals,
concentratlng on the only @rammatlcal onp031t10n
obllgatorlly marked in the verb 5rbup, that of tenae.
The analysis’ is based on a corpus of folr written
informative texts, each containing approximately 250
finite verb grnups.z While this investigation is

clearly limited by the restricted nature of the corpus,
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verb form use in other types of discourse has been

kept in mind in drawing conclusions from the data.

The findings, it is suggested, have general imolications
for the teaching of verb form use, though particularly
relevant in: cases where English is learnt prinarily for:
access.to information,

SBection 2
REGUELARITIES Il ¥ELD BORMN USE

i

0o

there is a general regularity in their use in discourse.

Even if we regard edch;possiﬁlo comidination as a
separate 'tense', we'ﬁind that in sﬁretches'of ﬁritten
discoursé, one tense ﬁeads to.fredominate. Ian the four
texts ana%yggd?;o?g forn accounts for over 50; of ALY

OCCUTrences:

Table (A) Freguency of douninant verb forn

Text A: Simple present 564 1%

( -Text B: Siaple presenty | 72 A%
Text C: Simple“§ast 64 « 6%

U Text D Simplelirqsent 68.?%

Although the dominant form in #ritten discourse is almost'

always a simple tense, either present or pasty there

is also ‘a;consistency in fthe uie of auxiliaries. 0ta

(l973)reports that in hiseorpus, whiech ineluded a variety

of different types ol discuuree, the general tvendency

was that T
"if the proportion of sinnle past to simple
present increases, there is a corresponding

increase in the preportioh of past perfect

Iy

“and past progressive to present perféct and

present progressive, and vice versa.” (L973:%8)

[}

This observation was confirmed in the present study,
and was found to extend also to modal occurrencess:

Despite the variety of verb forwm combinations in English,

R a T B

<
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Table B) Prgportion of finite verb aroups in the

saeme tense as the dominant verb form

Iotal . Occurrences in same

_ 6ocurreﬁcea _ mfense

' I number—, .. percentage

Simple 692 644 . 93.0%
Continous 8., T © 8T.5%
Perfect " | 8L 78 ) 9643%
Modal & et 196 16% 83, 2%
Modal + Perfect 4 L ' 75.0%_
To tal” _ 981 s BOBELL 5 1 At 9l e

Thus:ﬁdf total verb occurrences, only 8,8% were in a
dlfferent tense from that predominating throughout the
text. Even these, however, tended to cluster together,.
58. & occurred with another verb.of the ‘same tense
within the Same Sentence, and for a further 24 . 5¢, such
a verb Wa preuent in an adjacent sentences, ' In the
entire cerpus of 981 finite verb groups, there were only
15 occurrences of an 'isolated! verb forn which Was.nOt

in the dominant tense,

Nehls (1975) has put forward an account of this
Phenomenon in terms of 'teuse groups', MHe suggests that
there are

"Two kinds of texts in Dng glish, one kind being
dominated by the Prédsent Tense, the other one
by the Past Tense. These %Wwo main tenses are
accompanied by certain other tegseo wihdeh '

;belong to the ‘respective tense u;oup. ;

His déscription, bowever, is cumbllcated DJ the .decision
%o place the PA®t Tense in the Present Lense Group, as-.._
well gs in the Past Tense Group, on the grnund& that a .

Past Tense occurs in texts dominated by tﬂg Presentzh_
Tense, when a defiﬁite“time in the past ié'specifieQJ
This decision, however, undermines the basis of his

system, since a similar argument could be used o
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justify the inclusion of the Pregsent Tense in the o
Past Tense Groupe Fer cxaaple, the Present Tense form

in (1) iz ovblizatory, LlfAuufa it occurs in o Past
ik

Tense context‘
(1) The llteraﬁe, dﬁecl 11Vutu@ wrlfexs;.

‘“hspeak N Vo iEE b T theLr owui' Hany of tiiem,

one- feels, Shared tHe~ oerceptlonu of a poem of
'“1957.... ”f”“*

5

w

(c71) .
For ‘accompanyln tenses' as well, special ruleu would

be needed to wccount for 'anomalous' occurrences.

bl
i "'-. &

“J‘
~“The problen with Nehls' account, as with  the
t;)adlftlonal descrlptlon of" ueqte.’lce of_tgxlpes?_}_gmthat €

& attenpts £0 #Sive a mecuanlcal explangtion, in terms
of rulesiwhich apply irfespéctiﬁe'bf thé semantic

il o L0 B < 06 O P ¢ : ¥ g BT T S 1
funotion of & ¥erb Tormilin® a text. i1ig "special treatnent

of the Past Teénse'does invelve '”fécoén*%ion uf enantlc'

interrelatiGaships Betveon A verh  forn and the co- text,.c
but: similar codsPderatione apoly to all verd furns,"' |
and once these *&fe 1lncorporoted in nis &J teu, tﬂeré-ié
no ilonger any dlear digdtinection beﬁvepﬁ"uué'twb o o
Tense ‘Groups, * Although his recognitiuh gf the two
types of text is wvalid, the syntactic feéuiarif& ‘
reflects senantlc factora, and cannot be adequately -

explalned w1thout takln these into account.

Section 3 & o 1o b oped

LA SBSEHANTIC. APPROACH

R R D05 L 5 b ] z ) ;
In Wehls' account, each verb form cunbination is. treated
as a sepa arate 'tense'; he identifies two 'main tenses!
and ﬂroups under then vprious_ptﬁer_tensap Wﬁich.a;e
commquiy assL01nt a witq then in discourse, lowewer,y
if we llg}t ftenoe' to the. qunmﬂtical category, marked
by inflection of tle Ilrfi;wq¢d of tne,vegphgrOWQ,lwepJJ:

no longer need to specify maoin tenses apd accoppanying . 'S
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ltenses separately. Instead, we can simply say that verd

groups of the same tense tend ' to cluster tobether,
regardless of features of aspect or modellty. Thus a

Present tense text may dinclude verbd form combinations

IW1th "may!, twillt, 'can' etce, present continous and

present perfect verb ﬂroups. The two tyoee of text may
therefore contain a variety of verb formS, but are
distinguished by .their COHSlStenCJ of tenee.

This fundamental dlstlnetion is not normally

applled in pedagogic gramnars of English, pernane beeause

R’although it simplifies the syntactic description, it is

difficult to identify a semantic correlation between

past and present verb groups. Past forms, we may

feel, loeate an event in a past Qerioe of time, but the
different verb form cunbinations in breSenf tenee do not
necessarily locate an eveat fnow', at the tinme of i
speeking. Forme with HAVE tyf:celly refer to past time,
and formeg with modals often involve rature reference.
Even the simple present itself nay be ueed o refer to
events in the past and the -uture.4 The problem steme,
however, from the assumption that the functlon o; tense
is to identify the time period W1th1n whlch an event or
situation takes place. Numerous examples uuggest that

this may be an oversimplification, eg.

(2),He Will be in Paris by now (preeent'time)
(3) He was coming next week (future time)
(4) If only it wasn't raining : (oreuent time)

(5) You can go when you have finished (future ulme) |
Although the position with respect o past time is less
complex, it is still misleading to clhin that %he past
tense ppecifically excludes the present rioment (e.g.
Leech 1971: 9). ®or exansle, (6) does not entail
that heads of state no longer meet periodieaLly}

(6) Heads of state or itheir deputies ned periodically

for policy reviews. “(c174)
Similarly, in (7) the last very form ovceurs as part of

a proposition which still holds true:
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\(7) The same process of reinforcement or lack of it,
it was believed, accounted for the nanner in
which bables started to string sounds together
into meaningful sentences (A242)

.Although some verb forms of this type nay bhe exnlalned

~according to 'sequence of tenses' in indirect soeech,
there are many 1nstances whlch do not fall 1nto this

category, such as (8) and (9):

(8) he enjoyed the book, but it was rather long
(9) he took the road which led to the bheach
In general, the connection hetween tense and time of

occcurrance is lese clear—-cut thon is normally suggested.

Alternative athn intion is that the basic func tions

of tense is o lﬂﬂlbwuua not the time at which
an event situaticn talkes place, but the time at which
~a proposition is applicable. Palmer 1974 draws '
attention sentences such as (10), exemplifying what
he calls 'displaced! time marking:

(L0) The animal you saw was my doge
Although the verb furm in the main clause does not
indicate that the situation is restricted to past tine,
it does indicate that the proposition is applicable at
that time., The notion of applicability helps to
explain similar uses of present tense verb fdrms, in,
for examples:
 (11) Newton hae explained the movements of the moon

(12) Marx argues that revolution is inevitable

(13) The Biafran war denonstrates the power of Propaganda
It applies even nore clearly to statements referring to
future time. For examﬁle,'(lé) indicates a plen for the
future which is currently in inrca, and (15} g plan no
longer in force. The same relationship is seen in (16)
and (17), which involve prediction:

(14) The Minister is spealing tomorrow

(15) The Miniétef was speaking tomorrow

(16) They will gSTOW if'they nave enough water

(17) . They would *grow if they uad enough water



49

As the last example illustrates, the 'hypothetical' use
of the past can be accounted for in the same way,, as
indicating a proposition whicia dees not have current
applicability. "If pigs had wings, they could fly" -

but since they don't, the propusition does not apply.

Regularities in wverb form use cannot be explained by
mechanical rules specifying that certain forms appear in
association with certain cther forms, Since there are
many irregularities to be accounted for., The notion of

current applicability, however, provides a semantic

 distinetion which accounts for both regularities and

irregularities. A proposition may be pregsented as
currently inapplicable, either because it is hypothetical
rather than real, or because the BSpeaker or wWriter is
fdéuésing on o period of time when it applied, and this
peridd, eitheyr in the y;st or in imaginary. . tine, 9
excludes the tiue of utterance, A proposition may be
currently applicgllo_fur a variety of reaspns. It .may

refer tu an event or situation actually occurring at the
Ly s :

€

moment of utterance; to current possibilities,,

expectations and so on; to events and situations which

although located in the past are seen as having current

‘relevance with respect to the topic of discouurse; or,

most coMmoﬁly, to those located in an undefined period

of time which includes the moment of utterance.

e The notion of applicability put forward here is

‘necessarily rather loose, since it may often involve

subjective Jjudgements. - However, its flexibility allows
for the fact that the same event nay often be reported in
different tenses, ﬂepending on the speaker or writer!s
dttitude to the event, the Ffunction of the utterance,

and the way it relates to other utterances in'fhe
co-text. This concept ie quggestéd only &s the semantiec
correlate of the granmatical category of tense; temporal
specification is refined in a variety of differenthways,
including use "0f auxiliaries and adverbials. '
Underlying all temporal interpretation, however, is the

basic distinction between propoesitions which are
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dﬁplidabié at the.time of utterarnce, and those which are
not. K | ' | '

Séction 4

s oA FUNCTIONAL APPROACH

Van Dijk 1977 elaims. that;
Min a funetionaliview of language, 1t 4s assumed
that systenatiic norpho=phvnological’and syntactic
differences courresp.nd to semantié  and pragmatic
differences." ¥ - f1977:149)

Th'e seémantic distinction correlating with the ramnatical
categery of tense has already been disouéééd but in _
addition we can identify a corres U,ndlnﬂ dlfference in
terms of %he comnunicative function of a text._‘In =
discussing the syntactico-semantic evidence for the
existence bof 'macro-structures! in Hiscoursé, Vanwbijk
mentions 'macro-structurally determined idehtity of time,
place oxr mb&ality"(1977:152). This clearly relates to
the use of tense in disc.urse. Since there are only two
f&dse:fmrms-and a vast number of pJSulblé functlons that
any' individual utterance may carry sut, correlatlon
between tehée and function uccurs only at a relatlvely
high level of aﬁhlyéis. e find that stretches of

writing which are consistent Wwith, respect tu tense are
also consistent with respect to'm@qro-function, regardless
of ,the different functions that nay be identified at:

lower levels of analysis If we. take a functional v1ew

of language, then,;t is not surprising to find a. .
cuﬁsiétent_relationship betWeen Sramnar, Senantics and
funbtion. The senantic distinctions, powever,,are often
quite ?ﬁbtle, and for, pedagogic purposes, it seems | . -
_ﬁhqt an aqcount of vgrb form meaning based on functional
criteria may be easier for learners. to grasp,y. Since it

allows gimplification without distortion. ; . '
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The two major tyoses of text identified in the curpﬁg
can be classified in terms of function as 'description!
and 'report'.5 Descriptisn, distinguished by the use of
present tense verb forms, deals with charadferistics,' |
Properties and habits with respect to the topic of
discourge, .The time sphere of description is an
undefined period of time whici includes the time of
utterance, and this is reflected in the use of present
tense verb fuorms indicating current applicability.

There is, however, no specific limit ¢ the extension
of this period into pasf )r future time. Altﬁough we
can make distinctions between the time periods involved
in sentences such as (18) to (22), these dlstlnctlons
du not appear to be either "raun&tlcally 0T iunctlonally
51gnlflcant.6 -
(18) Two and two_m&ke 2 v

(19) The sun rises in the east

(20) Dar es Salaon is taie capital of Tanzania
(21) J.hn has red hair

(22) John has a red gonx : _
One differénce'tetwueg resoyrt and description, therefore,
ig that a des rlptWQJ d es nut normally provide a specific
reference tinme at which the events and situations take
places It is therefure inapproepriate to ask the qﬁqstiqn
twhen?! 'in relativn tu a description, as may be

demonstrated by applying this test to the examples abuves

By Qohtrast, a repirt deals with évents and
situations located in a specific period of time. Eicept
in its 'hyp;the+103l' uge, the past tense requires
an antecedent; the reference time f.r an event =5

situation must be available (Reichenbach 1947, Allen
1966, Mccawley 1971). It is theref re always
appr._priate with a reprrt o5 ask 'when?!' and . éxpect
that an answer can be given, This may be a period

rathep:than a priat & bipe, but the: periad must be

clrsed.  Although/inforuative writing the pericd:is cl.sedé@n

by virtue .f weing iz the pust, in fiction it may be an

LG
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imaginary time, ur even a period in the future. This
apparent counter- examﬁle is explained by c nsidering
the functi o of the disc urse. A Teprrt is esgentlally
“factual, in that it'deals'witﬁ pfupasiti h*_f"b whlcn
it ig, at least the!rﬂtltﬂllj, s dSlulu 4. asglgn a
truth value. ﬂJUGVEI, blnce We caun)t ‘Kn w' the
future, a repuft is alu, EVLta)lj ietraxﬂectlve.
Piction is, in Searle's uPJdu, reten ed assertljn"
(Searle 1979, CnAD 3}.' Al th u* the tine mpnere of
fiectiun maJ_pzﬁ be the real p&ut, itmis alﬁaya ﬁhe
‘pretend! past. Fictin located in the future differs
from predicti.n, not in tue oug ective tiue'invflvedg but
in the 11lucn,L'{;:L\me:c'uT act rerf rned._ Thus the use uf past
tense f Ts 1n Oucq caéﬁ indicates that the_function_@i
a text nav be ere ¢m9=rta1u.ir determining the tense

used than the abgectlve tine of the action,

Although report and description were the major
macro-func tions identified in %the corpus, it is a clear that
there are also gther macr functions which need to be : !
described. There were, fur example, ‘three inverative
verb forms with an 'instructional' function, eg. '

(23)'Considér the evaluation uf the geu;raphibal

space surr.unding an urban centre. "~ (Dp195)
In other typés af hext, sudh as WorlkshoD uanuals; this
macrs—functi n w.uld be'wt Tax sreater imp.rtance. Apart
fr m the use of imperative vert fourus, o thior E
characteristics would inclide use of nsdals, espediaiiy
tshould! and 'must', and of passive verb groups. Other
possible macro-func tins are conuentary, hybdthEéis and
prediction. 'Ompentary, Since it deals With events o ’
tafing pladé‘at $he moment of utkerance, is uncommon
in written dlSC urse (exce 't in ﬁb}éuﬁal letters and
in fiction). A detailed accu unt 0T the CluruCuerlutlcs

of texts of this natufe is given by Juos 904.

There Were: no instances of commentary in the corpus,
but hypothesis and prediction cceurred several times.

However, these two macro-functions seen more suitably



described at a lower level of anal;
descriptisn, since they vécunr as part of a text whieH !

can be identified as newving the awersll fanctivn of °

report or descriptiud, and exh111L the Ffeatures of tha

"dominating( macru—functién, Predietion, fu» axanpley
is characterised by the use of nodals, particularly
'will!, but the tense is detegnined by its occurrence in
report, as8 in (27); or de Gcrlutlun, aslin (28}5
(24) The ¢.ning of independente could in those ddys seén
a clinatic moVement'dividigg the .past from 'an
altogether different future when all tihings would
be possible,’” st g KOHEY 3 gy SIS
(25) It 4ds feasible 4o rank the members of a social"
system in terms of wealth on the basis of
readily accessible eriteria available in the
tax returns, althoush suc 2h- rankings will nof'
32 free 0f Berrors, A 'foéj
With hypof;es;a;the_gitu;tiun:is-WOre=camplex. In
descriﬁfiuﬁ cﬁuntgri&ctuality is iIndicated by pagt
tense, ahd thislapplius alss bc modhal verb gruupé'with'
a predictive fuhctiun whieh £all within scope.of ' ot
hypothesis: '_ _
(26) Ir *+e TedBources wWere cumpletely immobile w:ihln
an dreﬁ then changed conditions or demand and

technulo oy would have to be net by.*ae intefﬁal

adjustunent of industrial structure. ° (Dl80- 181)
However, the bmundary between simple descrlptlun- nd
hypothesis is not always so clear, as in (27):

(27) 3¢ factors, are perfeetly mobilé then the :
loédtional changes in demand and Droduétibﬁ

tecinology would take nlace autowatlca]ly._(D178 197)

In a report it appears that the-use of the rfect
indicates counterfactuality, as in “(28):

(28) An isolated nationality sieh ac the
Karinojong ses suddenly found thenselves
transferred inte - tlhe nalion-state HF Uégndd;
It might as well have been that of Ienya,

Sudan, or Congo. (0217)
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However, it may be that the couaniterfactuality is”
indicated; as in description, by viig.past tenge, and
that the perfect frra serves to lucate the ewvent

at a time prior %o the tine of utierance, an

interpretation -wiieh 1s suggested by sentences such
as: - .
. > k " »
(30) The train nay kave been cancelled | fof

There were insufficient instaices of ypotiesis dnd
predicti.n in %he corpus to allow further analysis| but
these cases indicate that it night be fruitful +bo
investigate the interrelationships between various 552

macro-functions, and the linguistic realisatior whien

one macro-function is subsumed undier anosher.

In general, the primary distinctiin between repert,

characterised by past tense, and- description, ,

characterisé&lby present tense, held True througnoud, .
the corpus, and was not affected by changes in fuiction
at lower levels of analysis, If this distinction is
valid, then itlsgould be possible to identify a cuange
of macro-function wienever three i ﬁ cuanze of tense.
This is most clearly siown woen several verd furms of
each type cluster togetier, as in 4 e exampls beldw:
(31) The way caildren lesxn tie zules slows a

remarkayle cunsisteuey, yil.eker t&ey*ﬁ;@

fast learaers or slow,:i.. 4 e geem %o

acquire knowledge of the rulss in a

predictable order. " In tae study of the three

children illustrated in Figure' 4~1, fofﬁ@xagpié,

a careful record was, kept of the age at which

they showed an ability to. use morphemes--that

have éiémmétical significance. " (B220-226)
There is a clear distinction in terms of function
between the first two sentences, in which present
tense is used,; and the third seuntence wiich ‘ccntains

past tense forms, Not only is this a distinction



-iwp],lf;..aa'h‘i.qsn' ¢ The . clm.ngp in tanse evid#ﬂ'bi"‘f

Tatwaean ﬂasgrlption aad repbrt, but alao._at n 1&Wnr
level of an&lgnaq‘ bntﬂ'lﬂ ?agu,.sl atqtement’ aﬂd};;ﬂ_

csnczdes~W1ta d functlanal boundary.

The laé%_vérh forn;ln (BLJa‘ﬂOWeyer lszin'prbgejimﬁipuﬁq
tense, ﬂé&MEQLGCQurs within the: report seétlg.%“"“

not se;&'tcﬂ:£f9've'a ch@ﬂ e 0f mach#fuﬂﬁuiﬁn‘ W
first P01n£ tg)m%kelh@r iggthatiabthough- weqhavé&dmf&AhJu“u“
ldentlfledrgggéf% aﬁd daéerlﬁtlmn &8, Ay 6 Pidétilns, A
they Hay alsé occﬁr at lower Leveld 6f naIy@lBﬁ Nﬁhus:iﬁ:j?:
e b ol REHT BN

“h.awnmvofﬂ iag e WHole,

contalns a descrlptlve 1n n

and tHus occur ”1ﬂ Presen tense.. However,’ {ffig*hd%f”
\ ;. £ - e e

purely dedcrlpblve, oy v1rtue thlﬁe “relat 1onsn1p With '

Lo =M

&JJ' i FJ’QJ ".:::'-‘
{Tl‘ e

AT

the co-text lt also contrlbute 'to,tneureport“'?Fer%his%t'

R R AT
¥

reason ! the text Wtulu reualn‘ cceppaole 1£ thie verb fcrm

'had' was used in place of have‘° & 930nly.dlffarence

would be that tun utterance no lonﬁer J&d ﬁ-dou%lé*

3

function, but a 31aﬁle one. This phenomenon! relates

to the flexlblllty 1nhcrent 1n the notion of current
appllcablllty., In a reﬂort, Gﬂe focus fietin 1nuer99t 13
a closed perlod Df hlue in the 3ast;'consequeutlJ uhe : ;b
past tense 13 @yproprlate for any event or sltuatlon occuring

within uhe perloa, Whether or not it dlso thdd at tpe' s g

moment of utterauce. However5 +the saeaﬁer of Wflter also has =3
the optlon of prGSentln ,a/proposition as Currgnily aOplicanle
even tnouw1 1t 81multaneou51y chS»ltutes part of a renort,;

and thus he nuy caoose to use a present tense f rm to 1ndlcate
this. Inllaﬂ@ua”e teaCA%nd, 1thmouLd.ueem advlsahle tc
teach the use of past benge: lﬂ sucli contexvs,:so tlat ;
Special rules are not needed in the aescriptlon cf verh

forn meaning. Tae optlonal use of hresent ‘tense forms .
could be”infrodupeq nuch: Later, when “the basic verb systen

has beenfmastereig
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In the case above,; it was possible to use either
pr@aenf or past ktense, sSince botih report and descfiﬁﬁion”'
wohld hame been #functionally nppropriate in view of the
co~-text and the provositional content of the ubtiterance.
However, isolated verb forms of a particular tense do
not always occur in contexts wihere sucih a'double function!
is possible. In these cases, tile change in tense simply
parallels a change in function at a low level_of analysis,
For example, in (32), the writer interrupits a.description
to give a cross—reference; since this refers to an
earlier portion of the text, it 18 presented as a report.

(32) According to Weber, power may be defined as ile
probability that one actor within a'soecial
relationship will be in a position to éarry out
his own will depite resistance...!" The bages of

power relationships were treated in seneral

terms in the disecussion of the strenzgth of the
norm sender. (8105
In (33),“&’r€ﬁdff'iS”intérrubted waile the writer inserts
hig>own comment on tae episteriic status of tie rofoaltion*
in‘o'ther’ words, e describes his ‘cwn' attitudeé,™
(33) ‘Dhe' literafte, especially the writers, began to v+

oy &0

Speak’ in"voices of ‘their own. Many of thew,
‘one feels, Shared the perceptions of a poem of
Fo5hc. L0 thone onliat, b o (e

v+ JIsolated! vierb forms, it should.pe reaembered, Were
extrenely infrequent in the corpus, O0f 98l fianite verb
groups, only L5 were not accompanied by.another verb in.
the same tense, either in the sane or an adjacent
Bentence, Although we need to recoynise that function
may change at micro-level as well ag at macro-level, with
a corresponding change of tense,; nonetaeless the overall
picture for informative writing is . cleart discourse is
arranged.in stretches Which_adve_gﬁe Sane macro-Tfunction
and the same tense. This basic regularity, iw, is
ﬁuggeaﬁ?@:_gxuviges-a;betﬁgr.framework for tue teaching .

of verb form meaning than the fraditional approacii..

)
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Section 5
PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

If t.e above acg?unt presents an agcurate.pip%ure of tense
use in English, then it has several implicaticns for the
teac iing of this area. Firstly, the traditional emphasis
onhtimelof occurrence as the determinant of tense is.
shown £0 be misleading= tenne is a reflection of the. ;
overall functlon of the text, rather than the temporal
locatlon of a SPElelC event or smtuatlon. Clearly

there nust be some reference to tlﬂeg Since a major . ..
dlstlnctlon between report and desgription is that the
former relates to a closed period of tlne in, gle past,-
and the latter to an undefined period. 1nclud;qg the movement
of utterance. Nevertheless,Imacrof;unqblon should be., ..
taken as the prinary determinant, since in this way the
basic rules which are established will cover the various
exceptlons wiich arise from a ‘temjorallly - based i
description. loreover, a functional approach allows
tense .to be treated as a unitdry-feature; verbd groups

in description will all be in present tense, altfhough -
they may alsc be modal, perfect; or cuntinous. If ‘time
of occurrence 1is. given promiﬁende in thé presentation of
verb form meaning, each verh forn cumbination has’ to be’

delt with separately.

_ It follows that in teaching tense use, each tense
must be firmly assUclated with tne appropriate :
macro functlon. In order to make tihis; assocmatlon, it
is necessary to deal with connected texts rather than
single sentenceg._ In an isolated sentence, it is .
fradﬁéntly the case that either vpresent or past
tense may be used; thsre-is no means of deciding between,
the two in cases such as 'John (CATCH) the bus at, the
cornert Consequently, tense use is often faught. using

examples in whicl: one or the other tense is required by
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T LU s '
ou9 aind languase texthooks tend to

O-.t_

adverbial Sp@clfl

incorporate gap- exercises of the tyvpe:

S Yésgé;da-'JuAn f;LT-fI e h&glat £\:acorner .
R John usun[l el o jﬁs'at tie cornerT o
IThlS sort o+i:reuu ldﬂ uaoQJugg; ancejit
is by no me Jans the Léfh:w;re dPubr%ihédwi
by adver01afé:““mﬁ£1§ tnefe.are sone oﬁlivatuf:“”; -

collocatlups (ouca as:the dwesbl t;élﬁreseﬁ%. cffect
with 'up o nov‘), most adver 1aiu may occeur W;LH dhs& T
variety 0f verb forns, and of cou“ e mﬁnj senu;ﬂ%esldéuj
no'léogtaln an'adéerblal 59301fler at all.: T §'5£J&éﬁt’
- s 1n effect, taugﬂt hlﬁéébanlcal rule of feff.llglted
:appllcablllty, Wﬂlch ' reveal“ ERT lnadequaév oncelhéf _
moves béyond tlghtly cbn%rolled classrgom eééréisés. IL%
1 b i i P ENEL L ¢ % EEE AN Fti ol % il [ B R e S ) 7 TR

e Lf‘connecteﬂlﬁéf%S'are*usﬁd?“ﬁhere is no nided fﬁrh’
this kind: o® dlstoﬁtion.\ﬂTense+m e Will ‘be determined:
by therdfiunction of Lﬂe.text as whale, and this function

can ke mad e ‘wlear toistud enty in ‘a varietniof Wayd. o0 o7

Adverbial 'specification is only one ofi ithe s Mgyey "l i

AsaBreddy mentioned, o resont uust . relate to-a i wand
J 3 3 1Y o8 :
dlef it dperiod of Ftime sdn ke pasd, walcki nay el e
indicated: by ralitenporal adverbial . One ddverbialy @ oy

however, may provide a refareﬁc* time for weverall v §ioh

sentences, not only for thc uCﬂuLHCL 1n Wthl it appears.

Thus,'lf a parabraph b 1ns w L1a words ‘In 1914' we

1mned1ateij aﬂthlpaﬁe.ﬁ hLSburlcal report, Ln w1lcn ail

Fy “ -r

the verbs will be inm past tensSe. = : &

K

Joweverg thc unctlon
of d“teXﬁ“mdy'aISO”be evidernt from plagmath noﬁié&ge,
despite the }ackjo%ﬁdavefbial syeCLflcatlon 1L 1bhcleaf,
for examplé;ﬁtﬁat (%4) is the beﬁlnnlnk'of a rebort, ‘and

G Yeace g N £

(35) the beglnnlnT'of ‘a descrlm fon:
(34) The Second World Tay (GAUSB) many hardSﬂlpﬁi

i '.r J.L n _ i ‘1

(35) Hydrogen (BE) a colourless:bas

""" N bt s T . 5 Lo n sl BRloomsses
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of 3ena»+ nnd ﬂwp-vintian haws been
establlshedg they qu; be referred to ®xXplicitly, and
assuciated with &arﬁculur lanbuﬁﬁe Purgiofess. Sudunes
might be ashedg fqrinotanceg how a simgle pgprrl“%%t
“"Would bé presented 1y a ohem1strf “exbﬂoo“’l il noq thex

would preSent the uaua 1nf0rpatl(n after Canletlng the

Once the eoncantﬁ

experlmen‘t. In SLlCh 'a“ys, ‘ten e use 0.3.14_. be Siown 'EO
reflect macro- functlon“ Muraover, it is only bwruugh
the use of cunaccted tb:ts taat mtuaenth can be made

‘dWware of the coh931ve na\ura of uehse? dnd the CUnsequent

con51stency o i tensa use *n dlscgnrue.

i
' g
Ity e

In the teaching of desapipilon, it shéuld be
emphasised that tie: text p“eﬂ&nﬁu eharags eriﬂtigg 0% the
topics o Using Hiris HWpproaeniy 1i% i Laneco“szr to make an

~eXplieclt, distinctions between the*‘habi%ual' and

Tunrestrictive' uses of dhe predent tense (Leecb 19?1)

e distinetioh which arises wnot from Xhe verb form- 1tself,
but, from pragnatic lnowledge.: In HLengral, states

oceur with tho unrestrictive interpretation; and “events
with the habitual interpretation, but this 4594728akure

of the whole situation, not of the verd fowq alone, In

"(36) and (37) for'example, theﬂdifferencé in

28 n ]

-interpféﬁatiﬁﬂﬁis based on dur :nowledge of %he kigds of

' meet1ﬂ~ ‘that go on between rlvers and oetweeq people,

rather than any feature of the verb:

(36) The den:méetg the Severa at Tewkésbuﬁj'
(37) Tom meets hid ‘friends at Tewhesburv _“L R
There aré, moreover, situa ﬁlons 1nueru sdiate beuween
states and eventg; théSG ’processesﬂ, llké states, have
intrinsic duratiod With no leterminate cnd’ point, but
like events, arﬁ ;ggggded as 1u@;9euingt:;aﬁher-than

'exlstlng' In debcrlptlgn, processes may be seen

elther as extendlnu 1ndeiln1tely or ag occurring .

habltually._ Tle ul&tlnCtlon aga;n is, a pPragnatic, one;

thus 'John bre@thes badly' Nould normally be interpreted

as unrestrlctlve, and *John smokes cigars! as habitual,



B om

T

€

Some times these distinction oreq“ down completely.

I may, for example, say of a food groce sor that 'It sllces

i) ,,-k“.;,‘..,...,.

vegetables' L Byen 1i_¢t "‘Nas }nQVbr 1nr~act doﬁe so.ljﬁg

. this. use h&b%tu&l o“_un“nsbrlct‘ve? Ee mm‘:ﬁote that .in

wentences. descnibing gencrul qropartJes, thafu&e:qfaan;
‘adverbial of frequenCy 15 uLt ',napproprlatag as .dnew

“(38) % Sodium .always melus tu a colourleus liquid ; i
SIS S

(39) % Omnivores always eaﬁ a varlgty of food

If the action- is genulnely hanltuwl, thls .anomaly ls

s
apl il

aifficult %o, account for,' I%_iqﬁual uge, fhe . .-

"irdistinction between halbltual and anrestrlctlve nses. of

A

2

the simple present 15 often blurred.- 1. £ind it 4 p—
impossible, for examnle, to categorise the verbs in the
extract bedome.. of T o B e i 3

(40} LaBéUage ‘makes~ddfe: expeILencesucumulatlve;;;...*

‘Cultural evolutibn. tales offsat-a rate that

,ar behlnd-ﬁ* ' (A51=53)

“

leaves biologieall '&vo Lutioni:

What is cleaf?whoﬂ@@@r; s thatd.: ue‘SltUuthhE are '’

;reprQSented s bnlﬂ& eharacteristic of lans zuagsy and

that it is tWig,trather thrn. Ahe .precise tem'poral -

apecificatloﬁ o Fa situatioity  which is erged all Gn BE U0
description. ‘e SR e, i A P gl bl

LE I.al"l-l

In teaching descrlﬁtlon, uacn, fhe use of present,

L B

{r s + ‘:.' 5 4 1 b

5

“IMtense should:de: agsociated w1th CIQTMCterLSflC features of
'the-toplawhand,;L$tlehe phasls saould De placed n the

temporal location of the even and szuuatloﬁs

described. s.In, particular, the use of adverolal sp901flers

38
{

ﬁﬂould

should notbe : presented. 1nJa dlstorted Way, out

r| e

g By contrast, temporal locatlon should be qeen a crucial

Ao

feature of a report Which musb relate tﬂ -Q deflhlte ~period

‘)'

of time. JBor. thls reaSOH, ;u mivht be adv1saola3to

s e i
SR

_1ntroduce report 1n a hlstorLQal cuntextL_WQere the

i A7

.»J; RN

STt P

reports,

g

temporal Locatlon lo in no dou T

i
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located in asp imaginary dpexibd of timey ma, then be
.1ntroduced at a later Stara, Although it is 1mporta£t to
asscointe repart mlth 2 definipe Pawiod ofivine, the-:”'
tendency to rely eXQlu51vely on adverbial speclfLeaii#n
should be aVOlded. Allen 1966 discusses.the- ways in -
which an event may.be_'ldentlfled' in tlme. Apdrt frem
adverolal speclflcatlon, he includes: reference t0 ‘a unique
event, as in (41) %0 an event in the shared ‘experience
of the Dartlclpantu (42), to, an uVent Which.-has occurred
in the immediate: o ontext (43), and %0 on event whibh

hus aiready been 1ﬁtr0duce&,(¢4) ' R e
(41) Napoleon died on St. AQleua ,
(427I"ah so zled we ai d it when we dig
(43) "What dld you.sayq »
(44) "Irve been to the Gubgeuneimjﬂuseumianly-dnceé“
"How did you like 1t°”u 2 sk ok, bz ket d

Although (43) is almost exclu31vely @ conwversational use, -

i

thet dbh'er | methods of ldeatlfylng an evenk in -time ‘can be
exp101ted in deSJ.rrnlnb exercises based on written texts,

reflecting aathentlc 1anguave uses..

Arfurther method by which an cvent may be 1dentif1ed
is through its position in the co- text ltself. In a
report, one sentence frequeatly -deals with gn - event which
occurs after evants presented in th; precedlnq.sentence@
and thls relatlonshlp of sequéﬁce 18, not Necessarily
indicated by adverblal spec1flcatlon, . The example be&low
‘illustrates th shlftln peint of reference din aixreports
(45) Mompong awe was efeqted_anu -Xeacted by placing 0 ¥

herself unuer Jrluluﬂ protectlon. Nkoranza ndéw

'asserted her 1“uepe“dence. ;Britsin, of course, e

Welcomed tals collupse of centralized Asante. . i

,power and made separate treatles with-the

chlefs wherever poaslble.9 S A LR AT BT e sl

The mala?Lnteraententlal xelatlons iip occurs in . .

description, although in tais case tiie Segquence is not
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Itled to 2 partlcular time, but sccu#sion- dlfferent
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T M
e ing o e il et e L
T v B

i

occas;ons Within «the dime-sphére of- “tHe preséhf'

rys sl

in g_4 ) 3 CEE akA S bemearien i g mand o PR o _" ;

P LT e
(46)2; ln&ectﬁeatlng bats tin frléht emit very
2 hlghpltcﬂei.ﬁQueakh“ P htes'e’ SQueaks are C

i

£x;,reflec1;ed by objeetst ini tHe path’ o 1;‘119 Dat, and

the,resultingrecho &8 heafd bv ltB axtremel§ %
: P & S Y
g, Sensitive-egre. s This . tells the bat tie exact L LE
. s v @ R rmes B

pogition.snd mature of: thé object

Although there may be ezai1c1*”£ndlcateru of ﬁéfﬁéﬁgeﬁlﬁ a
text, the recognition of seouentlal reLaulonSAlﬁs is often

ot O

the ¢ arly Stéﬂes, 1@119‘1'9

based on pragmatic knowledge. = In’
should be made aware of the tewnoral relatlonohlps betwegn
sentences within the same text, and aen81tised to the
dlstlnctlon between:situations -4n sequeace, and tAOSe

taking place simultaneously. Vaflou<“exer01ae'ty9es can,

be.deyiged based on the temporal orderlng o; ;nformatlon,
1n Wh1¢h tense user¢Ean: be pfactlsed in' connectlon w1th
the notbion, of:temporal ¢oherende “in paragra)h structure.
Agaln, the emphasis should -beon tense,'not as tne"
indication of time of occurrence of. & particular .event,

Fi
but as a'reflectlon 'of the macro functlon of fr beXk, 48
1 . P 2 P

-} P .U 3 LSBT

4in the, accouniby ot verb.£orm" meuﬂlnﬁ 1ven in_ thls

' PR

pap?rznpense isiseen asithe’ o3pésitlon between pfe»eg? -
and pagtj and,fhussapplies “46 41X ?Prd “$orm comblna’?}qn?qu
e 1uuld’docuu on S;gp%eg
forms, but oncesbive Gigtinc i Soit BetWe‘u report, %géég k)
past temse, .and deerigtisn, Wsiuw P reSont Een#eg'héé o
been eat&bli&hedawbthebh#@%ﬁ*f&&ﬁﬁ'“HL'oc dealtg ﬁlth-

i 83 sk,

These shoumld bel presented widHn mdéncdnteXE of report

g \\\.-
I43

The dnitial, teackidg of: féngde -

or descriptiongs and: thein: teaSe'furm, 45 ohOWF by the

first word of:the’ ?e@]“trﬂuﬁ*jSubuld Te ausoc1aueddﬁ1th

2 G ESE

the appropriate macro~function; in %he dame Waj as §0r .
T T L ol
3 ! o iy sl shoaidoiay kad Faef reaihe LiL
simple Fformswd HgunGa 3 Sl o N
o ; .3 el b g i ¢ fagdde

W B Sy N
bl 2 E L] o jadEade,

"
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It can tlen be demuuuur te J that cLler feaoures of the
-J - |
1

vara hruug qrb abeu01aued ViuA_EJEC Lfic meaaln s, thai,
-xor exampla,"w11l‘ 1nuloatag prodlctlen,"can' may '
1ndlcate aulllty, AE+1n~ (contlnuous) )TEUBHtS an event
a's 'in pro rcss at a partlculdr point of time, ‘and Eo on,
“In “thi's wag,'whlle p01nt1nz out tie s ecial features of
”varlous verb form cunbln“tloqs, the notion of con31stency

of tense Wlthln discourse 15 btlli retalned.

- '_]t'_"
ThlS aneStlgatlon of tense use in Dn6115u is based
“on an analy81u oFf ertten teX ts and in the dl»cuﬁSlon of

. i
‘teachlng Strata 1eg lt has so Far been assamed that tense
L)
t'use W1ll be taun1t 1n uhe conuexm of wrltten ¢nfurmat10n.
*‘We must ‘now con51aar the Jse of tenu 1n sooken dlscourse.

~“Report and desScriptisn avée both JnJornatlve uSes of .

" e

language, and in Cbntex'é'vbeib it is approarlate for
informatidn*t&k%éf‘lveu in sooien utteraHCeb of some
length, then th p01aL-Lulr:4d- nade w1ll a)p]y equally

to Spo cen digcourse. For exanple, a’ Leac&er, a tourist
guide, a demonstratwfliﬁ-amstore or a travel agent may

in tie course o'f sFe;r Wo rk wrod ce’ 1nformatlve utterancea

which wlll eanblt cun81stenc oi tenbe use acccrdlnﬂ to

STy

:macrofunctlon. "In” con#ersatlons eo ncerned with tue

seeLlng and 1mpart1nv of factual 1nformat1un, {on se use

'“w111 aISG frequenﬁly be con81ste t, altuougﬂ tJiE may Ee

to Some extent’ mashed by tﬂe iilocatlon of tvrns bekween

o e

dlfferent Jart¢clpants.' Once “Fehse “ufe “Hak” been

established in” ‘informative: dlscoursa, theibasie: prﬁﬁc&ples
can be extended to apply to questions as well' as’
_declaratlve se atenpaﬁ, Thus gnde; desgription we must
ﬁlnclude buth deécrlﬁln'_and leLlnL out about
characterlstlcs, apd unuer report, 18 ta remortinﬂ_and
finding out abou?ﬂgvgpﬁﬁjgud 1¢uatlons located in, 2

past period of time.

et T IR uleilie SUTTEAL 2 e s gl LRy sy
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Frequently, however conversation is not cenecerned
prinarily vith factual information, but involwves other
fupctions such as intwsetion, reguesting, greeting,
1nv1t1ng and apologising (Jllklns 1976, .Ven . Bk 1978), i
Certaln features of the verb group will need to be iy 2
aSSDclated wlth npnwlnfo;gatlme functions, ' Inperative
verb furmsﬁﬁ comﬁaﬂés, feqhests, invitations! and warnlngs,
and“thére are varlous uses of mcdals asspciated with,
fo example, requests, advice and permission.. In addition,
thé use of the aast tense us an indicator.of sulitenéss

'

iR " such’ acts w1ll alao hava to be covered, = e

i

Nonetheless, he currenb enphasis .on icommunicative
fudetion” should not Dﬂ allowad to. ohscure the Ffacet that
the vast maaorlty of utterances, wiratever. their primary” ;
functlon, also carr”_'uetual informations:.. Fex example,}{"

=]

the utterance tI m terrlbly Sorxy,.but I . forgot to post
yoar" letter' cnnstltutes an apolody, but it also regort o
a past eVent, 81mllarly f;noqg nushrooms are poisonous!
may beé used as a warnlnu;:but 8till describes '
characteristics of th mushroouws. The basic function of
tense ‘in-'the verb 10, as ve have gugsested,; to indicate

the hppilcaolllty of a prup031tlon, that isj. it 'is

concerned pr1n01pally w1tn ﬂrop051t10nal rather than
sodial” meaﬂlng. Tne teachlnf of tense through in

1nf0rmat1ve dlSCbuTSe seens tuerefela the most effective

approach, Once tne basmc rules have been testablished '
in téxts with uhe mucro—IuHCulon of. report or deScriptlon,
they ‘tan-'then be deﬂonstrated at nicro-level, where" o

individual’ utterances cons tltgtlnglreggrt;ornwwjﬁ

oo B W)

: 4 W e D 0P :]"."-
descrlptlon occur as _uart of a tex} with.a different®’ -

r oy (58
S P (A 54

fun'c-t iéri pe I . — v i Loe-Cab W o ihhmeaRg 9w

j et L SRR

THe.sug gested mdthod 0; 1n»rodacmnu tne Hse O0F . tense sl
in Bnglish is throurh 00nnected texts thl the RACTOm & A o

function of either report (past tense;lor descrlptmon re g B

A

e w¥Eyowed nab

L

(present tense), containing 31mple varb forms which are .-

4*f0r example, ocour mith wany kinds of diyective act,
including

o



consistent in tense throughout the text. Once this pattern
has bEQn s tablished, it can be elaborated by using texts
in which different verbd fornm conbinations occuxr, and those
in which there'is a change in.macro=functions; by
déﬁ%hs%iatiﬁiLtﬁé“ﬁse;of;present.anéppaatmmgn@gﬁaﬁgdd*
S micts-level ) oecurring within texts of a.different
hacro-Tfumc tion: and by dealing.with othex uses such. as
4h'e "hypothe tical!' and polite use of the past tense, and
%Le'ﬁse‘ﬁf present tense in commentary.. The embhasis:

“iirsughout should be on the regularity of tense use,.

St i 9 RS et 'J‘ o e e . .4 ) ! i 0 8 e T r
reélated to the ‘internal’ colerence of: 'discourses
g
b5t T e .i Il A5 v ey e o
o = e o e AR Sl e tn S KRR 2 R R E T P
R ' PRI EL (B depidh 6 WP Ll SRR Ve s
Sy RS 3 i

_— : CPNCLUSION W EReET PalEie] §1
Wi vl o Byilarn Ty TR, I _

i Thie ‘trad¥tienal aprqoaca o very form meanlng tends to
igtress 1rre5ulqr1tleu rather t“an regvlarltles.. It

distinguishes, the various diffe renu useSJtnat a §5r£icular
svenb ferm o omagyhaye 1_ 1fferent contexts, thus obscurlng
general. 81m;laritiea in megning agross all cgﬁ%éxts.
By associlating tensg prlnurlly w1th tlme of occgrrence,
o aibgie forced, . to deal, sep@ratelf wmth eaca verb fdfm
cwiasgpmbination degpite the.”enerdllsatlons ﬁ\at can be made
® +ovabout each grammaticgl. opposltlon in tne Verb rroup.
- Furthexrmore; the emphasis on. tlme of occcurrence '
e inecessitates treating. *sequence of tenses' by separate

«wyulesy yet.still, le@yeg varluus exeeJtiona unaccounte& for.

f'eagnl Bt

SRR

In autnentlc dlscourse, however,'%é find that" there

YRl Ey B fuirg

IlB a mﬁr%ed banélstency in tensa use, and” that “this i~
carrelates w1th thé macro funCulon of tie tex®. 'There
are many adVantagespln teachlng ‘tense use in'Cinnection
-W1th magro- functlon rnther thaﬂ ‘time of océurrence. “ The

_ deSCriptlon is éldgfé;,'éa31er $a graSJ “and“has wider

-ﬂveneralLSlellty. _Tulsigpnfuach also edCHurhges i

. learners, from the beglnnlnb, an awafeness of the R

& coherence of dlscourse.
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.icdmmunlcative approach %o lanupagg teacnlnﬁ_

'TﬁgT%ﬁ?hﬁﬁiS”on (Eupetion. ia ln llne thh a B
it f et o T okrw.

functlonal syllabuses have: tenqed to cpncbn@ra;e on the

sooial funetions of ianguage at bue exgense o’ informatlve

functlons.; The: ‘Plireshold. Level syllabus, fpr GXample,

lists 'reporting (1nclud1ng degcrlblﬂﬁ and narfﬁnlnb')

'as ;ust one function, and. the. flret of txe fwoféxponents

glven is simplyl‘&enlarat;va_Senuecel (Van Bk ”'Alexander
19?5). This 1mbalance in syllabus SJeclflcaulOﬂ is

potentially dangerous, particularly for tie many learners

who require Englishospecifically for access to information.ll

It perhaps arises, from the tendency to analyse functions
at a relatively low level of analysis (examples given are

usually at Sentence’ level oi LoWer) o jang, bt llst them in

1salatlon,'w1th no’ 11dd catin o | oy, Lhey mgy*lnmerrelata

1n dlscourSé (- ddowuoﬁ-19?Z)mﬁilnqﬁﬁﬂ;emﬁﬁ%ﬁ¥ﬁﬁ0n

R 1{ Eh i

illocutlondry m@ﬁﬁfﬁg,'ﬁhérélﬂéftabfliﬁtlewq;tmﬂtion=to

pro osltldnak“méﬁﬁiﬁ% which isy . with + . very ek -
P_ &y ’ kg

' exdeptichs, ‘esdentidl %o the interpretation -'off;»-aﬁ-..

utfeﬁandéﬁf The grdmmar and Fexis ol a langu@ el repwesent

48 fr e

“‘priﬁarii&*fhe IESGHTCES'fOT“GTB&ﬁngTprQﬁpﬁ}ﬁ%Ondl meaning,

and grammatical compeétencé is thus an essential component

of qommunicative competendéw ilkine 1976 acknowledges

the need to incorporate ‘the’development of igrdmmatical

competence within ‘a” fundtionally-based course, but give

Tittle 1ndlcatlon of how thls mlfht actually be achieved

I3 AN

iy practlce._ Thls 1nvest1gation of tense use in Inglish

-y gests tﬂat, 1n at least”one ‘area of grammar, there
is no, conflic ”betweeﬁiﬂraﬁmatlcal anﬂ functlonal

£ f“k'

competence.q L attent10n 1s dlrecupa awag "#rdd low level

o ¢ ORALTnY
funct;ons, towar& ﬂae Bmacro-- funo tibn of a tcxu, ‘tense use
B i
can.be taught ‘eommunlcatlvely T&tibr tﬂaﬂ méchanically.

i

W var, does_ﬂou &G;end‘OQ ﬁ partlcular

Such an, appro ghz h

pedagogical tneury,

merits.
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<8 Mccawley 1971, Qulrk et al 1972 mnd Van Dlgh 1977

mention the role of tense in sentence connection

though only briefly. Halliday & Hasan 1976

_H_IdlSCUSS terdce only -in relation -tu elllp31s.

~-i-< Phe¥e -isy as far ‘as I know, no sysiematic:
treatment of tense as a 00h651ve el'ement in
dlscourse;

i s 4 ke - e g e T

2 The four texts analysed were: &= '
A Kagan J & E ﬁﬁvermann 1976 Psych olohy An
._IﬁLroduptlon,;rd edition ‘New York
2" T'Hareourt, Brace Jovanonch ;nges 121-127
'B: Aubert V 1967 Eleneiits of Soclolqu Lcndon
Heinemann pages 100~109
C: Davidson B 1978 Africh in Modern iistory
London Yenguin pages 283-291
D: Hodder B W & R Lee 1974 Lcunomic Getgravhy
London Methuen pages 84393
The books were opened at randem, and the pages
: turned back until a chapter Je@lnnln"iwas A
RO reRCched . Ui B0 L P AE 8 VOED EFTOUY WaS R
1ocated§ and the teXt was cut at ' 'aemﬂﬁyagraph
ending neasrest to- . tais verb Jruup! ] '

3 ., Ehis figure excludes three 1nJeraulve verb fprmsﬂ
woRiiiound Jin the corpus TR e

4 Inwaddition ol ther: torlcal' uge of" the pregentyir .
there  are also éx fiples such as 'I hear, dye's
left‘ or in aroadcastunﬂ +‘Tle re;ort SOR8 as
“to yo& SEPON Do pdaset i : '

He 5'.'-' anonn

.5 The use off the term. 'deseription':is not en®irely =e. 1
satisfactory, since it has g wider meaning than .
thiat" required here..-svvwever, itisecens to be "7
the only appropriatersiersn that:eoudd ‘also be.n.

g d used with learaers. Throughond uplé paper,

L 'desceription?® will -be ta;an in  th e narrow senSe
as deflnedjhére._ Fr it i salth,

St e ik AR J.j- i o

6 The same point is made by-Je —uareepL19§3, who faysy -
'If the present feiSecis uwed,‘lt i hecause
the sentences are valid now; the Tingud
ftense-expression’'Says nothing About the 1ength
of the duration before or after the present

. moment !*-_',.- '(1333'13,25_8_) Sl B s e B

7 In fact, of course, both present and pas tenge are
s+il1 approprl ate iIn t11° cbnie&ig vt it
seems to be-prconvenient fiction of. lddguawe
teaching that/adverbials of freguency ‘act

as the ! ' for'@_:reSenf’%enqe form.'




8 These distinctions were first formalised by Vendler [
19675 the’ terninuluvy 118 od Here depives from
Mgurelaios lQT&.r . 8 e -

9 Sagay J 0 & “B- 4 wllson ‘1978 ﬁ¢110a- g_ﬁ&&efn-ﬁistory
London Evans Broé ¥ 227 *fq? PP BHE ey
10 Bere R M 1975 Mammals of East and Central Arrica
London ILongman p48 _

11 George, 1981,ﬁ0mments taat 'present day fasiiion is
back to' Mr Berlitz's tourlst—orlented diﬁrﬁgues
‘of ‘the ‘late: 1980s; and tie 1earner will not
be dble ﬂd”mﬁ&d%'-._j1; H:?w - th g
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