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This papa t.:lplores the potemial of archaeological potsherds for micro-food residue 
analysis. Ir is a n!porr on the progress of microscopic ana(vsis offood residues on 
pottcryfrom K(~rn Bmt' in rhe coastal-hinterland of Kenya. Microscopic analysis of 
the- internal scrapes of potsherds is being conducted with the objective of isolating 
fossil lipid1; from plants and animals. phytoliths and starches of ancient plants that 
wen· either domesticated or lwn·ested from the wild which formed part of the diets of 
rh,11 rime. So.far.four fossil micro-residues have been extracted from sample potsherds 
jn.Jm Kaya Bate site. It is expected that the application of microscopic analysis of food 
n:sidues on a wide range a/sample ressels will add value to the way archaeologists have 
intr::1prett'd dietary behaviour. subsistence and pottet)' use by ancient communities. 

Le potentiel <~/]err par /es ana(vses des lessons de poterie comportant des micro­
n::stc:s de nourriwre est etudie dans le present article. le travail en cow·s porte sw· 
des ana(rses microscopiques de restes de nourritures du site de Kaya Bate, vers /a 
c:vtf! du Kt:nya. Les observations microscopiques des erqfiures sw· la paroi interne des 
rr..;ci~ie~rs onr ere e.Oi·ctue_cs dans le but d 'isoler /es lipidesfossiles provenant de plantes 
er d cJm11wtn-. /es phyto~llhes ,!f amidon des anciennes p/antes domestiquees. 011 des 
pla~m!s s,wrnges t't ,11~i.faisaienl parlie du regime alimentaire en ces temps-la. Jusqu 'a 
nzarmt'nmu. quatre m1cro-rt!stt'S fvssiles ont ete ertraits de•· e'c}ia, 1 ·11 d d . . . • .., 1 1 ons e lessons e 
porene du slit· de Aara Bate. Nous esperons lJlle / 'a1,,,/icati'on de ce tu d , I 
• • • • • .r- ,Jpe ana vses 
~ur rm gran.d nombrt1 d cchanttllons de recipients aidera e,ico,•op/1,s I I · I · 
d I 

. . . . • " es arc 1eo agues 
1.ms eur mu?rpretaflon des re',,!imes alimentaires dr>s 1 1 · • . . . . . . . . ... ·" , , c1ennes communautes. de /eur 

suhHJttm< e et de I uuhsatron des potcries. 

Esra l't>municacao expfora o potencial de fragme t I . . 
analise dt· rfsiduos dt' micro-alimrntor; E .11 los m_'(Jueo og1cos de o/ana para 

. · • um re ator10 de pr d 1. 
m1t·n.Jscoph·a df n:siduus cit~ alimemos de K . B . ogresso a a11a ,se 

~\ a ate no l11nterland costeiro do 


