
Discovery of Rock Paintings and Libyco-Hl1 rht•r 
inscription front the upper onilahy, Isak, Rt•gion, 

Southwestern Madagascar. 
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\Vith the kind assistance of Or Ch,rnt,,1 Rndimilnhy, N11linnnl l'nordi11i1lor of 
the African Archaeologv Netwtwk in Modngnscnr, I IL•nnwd ahuul llll' '' M/l.'11

1
1' 

d'Etlmogmplric de Gcnel't~" (MEG) website's l'l'hnn~rnphk-.,1 l1 xhihilio11 tlll Pt>opll'H 
and Cultures in Southwt•stern Madagascar through photo slidl1S 1.1kt 1ll by llu• 
French Ethnographer Jacques Rrnbl~e in '19.:N. Amnng llw slidl1S Wl'rt' displ,,yl•d 
rock paintings from different t.:'t1Vt'S and rock slwlk•rs in llw ls,,lll rq.;ion . Through 
consultation ,,vith my lecturers at the ArchaeolP!:W Uni I of llw Univl'rsily of I )nr l'S 

Salaam, namely Prof. Felix Chami, Prof. Fidt•lis Masao, .rnd Prof. Auda x M,1bulla, 
I realized the importance of those paintings for tlw prd1istory lll° Mad,1gnsl'nr. I 
therefore embarked upon MA fiekhvork on tho~w rod, paintings. This p,1~wr is ,\ 
preliminary report of the results of such field wnrk. 

I launched a survey work and discovered ont' sih:' in tlw soutl·wrn t'l'Mion nf lsnll) 
(Figure 1). I subsequently invited Prof. Chami to conw to pwvidl' nw sl.:' il'ntifir 
advice on how to handle such \l\,onderful rrll'k paintings 1wl prl'viously known 
in Madagascar. Others in the team includt• M111'tri~c's sttllknts in I listory from tlw 
University of Toliara, namely, Mex Tafitasoa, Nadya RaVl)ll)kmirinn, and Norlwrl 
Antilahy, and few supportive villagers (Plate l) . The African An:h.wolnp;y Nl'tWlll'k 
in Madagascar, under the coordination of Dr Ch,rntal Radimibhy, providl'd tlw 
useful logistic equipments. The different approval signatttrL'S from natil)nnl lo local 
administrative authorities, the security pnwided by thL1 " Hrig11tl,· ti,· G·11d,m111'n°i"' of 
Benenitsy and mostly the kindly open-mindednt•ss of tlw Z1(f11111111dy King (Plall' ·1) to 
give permission for accessing the site vlere of hugt' contribul'il)llS to tlw achil'Vl'llWnl 
of the expedition. 
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