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ABSTRACT

Cities in the developing world face the challenge of safe management of faecal sludge
because of rapid population growth that overwhelms the sanitation infrastructure and
services. In developing countries, only 50% of faecal sludge (FS) generated is safely
managed the remaining portion is haphazardly disposed of in the environment risking
public health and environment. In response to the urgent need for safely managed
sanitation services, technological options for containment, desludging and
transportation of FS are being modified. This paper reviewed current desludging
practices and the potential of modified technological options for addressing FSM at
containment, desludging, and transportation in Dar es Salaam unplanned urban
settlements. The paper reviewed; water seal squat pan, Urine Diversion Dry Toilet
(UDDT), split slabs, pre-installed suction hose, and the container-based sanitation
(CBS) for containment stage. Others are the hand tools, sludge digger, the excrevator,
rammer, and the eVac for desludging; and small pick-up truck and motorized tricycle
and transfer stations for transfer and transportation of FS. Based on technical
feasibility, social and environmental context of Dar es Salaam, the reviewed modified
technology options have the potential of addressing FSM challenges in unplanned
urban settlements in Dar es Salaam. However, institutional arrangement particularly
the absence of the modified technologies in the menu of recommended technological
options affects their upscaling. Paradoxically, most of the technologies have not been
vigorously tried in the field to inform policy choice. Improvement of FSM with the
application of modified technological options will require improvement in enabling
environment for their operation and continuous modification. The major research
gaps have also been identified in this review.

Keywords: Containment, Desludging, Faecal Sludge Management, Modified
technology options Non-sewered sanitation.

INTRODUCTION

The importance of effective containment,
desludging and transportation of faecal

sludge (FS) to health and environmental is
widely documented in the literature
(WHO, 2018; Strande et al., 2014;
Hawkins et al., 2013). The three
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components combined achieve collection
of excreta, storage, safe removal and
transportation of FS from non-sewered
sanitation facilities to treatment facilities
for further treatment and safe disposal or
reuse hence maintaining a sanitary
environment (Tilley et al., 2014).
However, in most unplanned urban
settlements (UUS) in low and medium
income countries (LMIC) containment,
desludging and transportation is usually
ineffective leading to exposure of FS to
the surrounding environment and
consequently posing risk to human health
and environment (UNICEF and WHO,
2019).

Research on the magnitude and prevalence
of ineffective containment, desludging
practices and transportation is scant, and

LMIC have had little success in estimating
the proportion of their population with
access to effective faecal sludge
management (FSM) services (UNICEF
and WHO, 2019). However, it is estimated
that on average, cities in LMIC effectively
manage only 50% of the total amount of
FS generated (Strande et al., 2014). The
remaining amount is left in pits for a long
period or haphazardly disposed of in the
surrounding environments. Review of Shit
Flow Diagrams (SFD) of various cities
show that these three segments contributes
to the large proportion of FS that escapes
from FSM chain (SuSanA, 2019). For
example, in Dar es Salaam, the
components contribute 48% of faecal
sludge (FS) that escapes from the
management chain (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Flow of faecal sludge in Dar es Salaam Source (Brandes et al., 2015).

48%
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The prevalence of poor FSM in UUSs has
been known to be caused in part by the use
of technological options that are
ineffective (GOAL, 2016; EOOS and
WEDC, 2014). UUSs are characterized by
narrow lanes and long distance to FS
discharge points hence affects economic
transportation. Dense faecal sludge, high
solid waste content in pits, very deep pits
and lack of access hole to pits limits
desludging technologies (Semiyaga et al.,
2015; Strande et al., 2014; Katukiza et al.,
2012). In response to the challenges and
the need to attain the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) of attaining
universal access to safely managed
sanitation by 2030, modifications are made
on sanitation technological options.
However, it is unclear whether the
modified technological options have the
potential of addressing current and future
FSM challenges.

It was further established that sanitation
options ought to be sustainable such that it
promotes human health, protect the
environment and natural resources are
technically and institutionally appropriate,
economically viable and socio-culturally
acceptable through its design and how it
renders services (SuSaNa, 2008). This
paper provides a potential review of the
modified technological options for
containing, desludging, and transportation
of faecal sludge within the framework of
sustainable sanitation. The paper examines
the design of the technologies, the
challenges that they aim to address, then
evaluated their potential and constraints in
the application in Dar es Salaam based on
their advantages and disadvantages. Only
those technology options that seem to be
viable in low income country’s context
such as being simple, low cost and easy to
maintain were considered over high –tech
designs (Mara et al., 2007).

Modified Technology Options at the
Containment Stage

Water-seal pan

The water-seal pans are water-based pan
with a “U” shaped water seal. Apart from
limiting foul smell from the pit and
limiting movement of insects towards and
from the pit, it also limits the entry of solid
wastes (Mara, 1985). The restriction of
solid wastes makes the design useful
option for the control of entry of solid
wastes into the pit thus resulting in faecal
sludge that can easily be desludged
(Duncan, 1985). The solution has the
potential of addressing FSM challenges in
Dar es Salaam because solid waste content
is widely reported. It is estimated that, one
toilet pit may contain up to 50 buckets of
ten litres volume (Brandes et al., 2015)
and has frequently interfered desludging
by a manual pump and vacuum tankers.

The potential application of water-seal pan
as an option for the control of solid waste
into pits in Dar es Salaam is high because
of technical, institutional and social
factors. In Dar es Salaam, 70% of the
toilets are lined (Jenkins et al., 2014) and
only a few (38%) residential houses have
installed water seal pans in toilets (URT,
2015) as such number of potential users is
high. Water seal pan has been included in
the National Sanitation Guidelines (URT,
2016), hence institutionally acceptable.
Furthermore, the use of this water based
design is likely to receive acceptance by
users because over 90% of residents use
water as anal cleansing material (Chaggu,
2004). However, the anticipated challenges
on a wide use of water seal squat pan is on
the need for alternative acceptable
mechanism for collection of used sanitary
pads that are currently thrown into pits
because of cultural reasons (Brandes et al.,
2015) and also the inadequate water
supply.
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The effective operation of water seal squat
pan is achieved when the water supply is
piped into a dwelling or plot (Mara, 1985).
In  Dar es Salaam, only 20.1% and 12.9%
have water supply piped into the dwellings
and yard, respectively (NBS, 2015). The
majority are served by public water kiosks,
although currently, in other parts of
Tanzania such as Njombe District, the use
of water seal pan has been common even
when water is obtained at communal
collection points (Safari et al., 2019). The
challenge of disposal mechanism for
sanitary pads can be addressed through
health education (Strande et al., 2014) and
therefore technical, institutional and social
reasons favours applicability of the water
seal squat pan in Dar es Salaam for
improvement of FSM.

Urine Diversion Dry Toilets

Dry toilets such as Urine Diversion Dry
Toilets (UDDT) were developed with a
primary purpose of resource recovery
(Chaggu, 2004). Nevertheless, their
benefits go beyond resource recovery to
address the challenge of high-water
content and pathogens load in faecal
sludge. The UDDT toilets have two
compartments that are used in alternation
for storage of faecal sludge hence
eliminate the need for extra space for the
construction of new pit once it is full. The
facility is constructed on the ground hence
eliminate the need for excavation of pit,
thus suitable in rocky and places with high
water table levels. Furthermore, the UDDT
toilet maintains dry and alkaline
conditions, high temperature and exposes
sludge to solar radiations hence reduces
pathogens load compared to normal
latrines (Chaggu, 2004).

In Dar es Salaam, about 60% of residential
plots in unplanned urban settlements are
located in areas with high water table and
high infiltration rates (Jenkins et al., 2015).
There is thus a potential application of

UDDT in these areas. The UDDT have
received acceptance institutionally as they
have been included in the menu of
improved toilets to be adopted (URT,
2016). Furthermore, desludging dry FS is
likely to improve the health of manual pit
emptier who currently use simple tools and
yet enter the pit for desludging, the action
that endangers their health and safety.
Death of pit emptiers due to the collapse of
pits have been reported in Dar es Salaam
(WaterAid, 2010). However, the
construction of UDDT requires qualified
personnel who are usually lacking in most
unplanned urban settlements (Jenkins et
al., 2015). Furthermore, the UDDT latrine
may face rejection socially due to the need
to move aside during anal cleansing a
challenge that have been widely associated
with UDDT in other parts of  Tanzania
(Mayo and Mubarak, 2015) .

Split slab

Split slabs are designed to allow easy
access to the pit contents without breaking
open the slab for emptying when the pit is
full (Plate 1). Structurally, the split slab
can be round or rectangular (Morgan,
2013). When the pit is full, one piece is
removed to allow emptying with manual
tools. This technique is beneficial to
residential houses that rely on dry toilets
such as VIP latrines, and houses in
congested areas inaccessible to vacuum
tankers or with deep pits inaccessible to
manual operated equipment such as the
Gulper. With split slab, emptiers remove
sludge from the pits without entering them,
hence reduces the risk of falling and injury
from harmful sharps and gases (Strande et
al., 2014).

The use of split slabs in Dar es Salaam can
have a high potential in serving lives and
improve the health of manual emptier.
Deaths of manual emptier “frogmen” are
reported in Dar es Salaam (WaterAid,
2010). However, the solution may be
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technically not feasible in the current
unplanned urban settlements because of
the need to rehabilitate the entire toilet
compartment, which may turn to be
economically impractical (Thye et al.,
2011). In unplanned urban settlements in
Dar es Salaam, potential users comprise of
those with unimproved toilets which are as
few as 29.1% (URT, 2015). Therefore,
split slab can be used in areas where new
construction is taking place. High growth
rate of 5.6% in Dar es Salaam goes parallel
with the construction of new residential
houses in the outskirts of the city to
accommodate the increasing population.
These may form new potential users of the
split slabs to minimize emptying
challenges in the future (URT, 2019a).

Plate 1: Split slab - two “half-moon”
slabs (Morgan, 2013)

Pre-installed suction hose

The pre-installed suction hose provides a
mechanism for fluidization and suction of
faecal sludge from outside (Manus, 2011).
The suction hose is introduced through the
slab to the base where water can be
pumped in and sludge sucked out (Figure
2). The pit adopted for the pre-installed
suction hose is pre-fabricated and
relatively shallow, around 1.5 m deep
making it easy to desludge by several

manual operated equipment such as Gulper
and eVac and suitable for areas with high
water table (Chipeta et al., 2017).

Figure 2: A cross sectional view of a pit
latrine with a pre-installed suction hose
(Manus, 2011).

The potential for application of pre-
installed suction hose in Dar es Salaam lies
on the reason that still manual emptying is
practiced and therefore adoption of the
technology will improve health and safety
of manual pit emptiers when adopted.
Statistics on the prevalence of injury and
fatal accidents due to manual pit emptying
in Dar es Salaam are scarce although
incidences are frequently reported
(Brandes et al., 2015). In 2010, seven
deaths of manual pit emptiers were
reported in Dar es Salaam and still, manual
emptying remains a major alternative
desludging method (WaterAid, 2010;
Jenkins et al., 2015). Furthermore, the
potential application of the technology is
on the situation that some residential plots
in Dar es salaam are located in areas with
high water table hence the shallow pit used
in pre-installed hose technology is likely to
address challenges limiting pit excavation
in these areas.
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Among the foreseen constraints on the
application of the pre-installed hose pipe in
Dar es Salaam is that about  30% of toilets
in Dar es Salaam are unlined (Jenkins et
al., 2014). Rehabilitation for installing
suction hose may be expensive as the
entire pit may need improvement.
Furthermore, the operation of this new pit
design will require reintroduction of other
desludging equipment to replace the UN
HABITAT Vacutug which exists currently
in Dar es Salaam (Thye et al., 2011). The
design may require institutional reforms
since currently the design has not been
included in the national sanitation
guidelines (URT, 2016).

Container based sanitation

Container Based Sanitation (CBS) are
sealable containers designed to receive and
store excreta. The size of CBS varies; the
portable mode has a container of about 20
litre container for capturing faeces and a
3.8 L container for a collection of urine
(WBG, 2019; Tilmans et al., 2015; EOOS
and WEDC, 2014). After every visit, the
user covers excreta with special cover
materials such as a mixture of sugarcane
bagasse and crushed peanut shells to
control smell and flies (Tilmans et al.,
2015). Filled up faeces container is
collected and transported to a central
collection and treatment facility where the
containers are cleaned for later re-use. The
technology has several advantages in
containment, desludging, and
transportation of faecal sludge. It
minimizes the possibility of getting into
direct contact with faeces since desludging
is replaced by a collection of the entire
container.

The small size renders CBS technology
suitable in densely populated areas with
limited space for the construction. The
portability feature makes the technology

suitable in areas characterized by high
water table, prone to flooding, hilly, rocky
and collapsing soil (WBG, 2019; Tilmans
et al., 2015). In these places, CBS achieve
the inclusive sanitation and eliminates
open defecation (Russel et al., 2019;
Katukiza et al., 2012). The CBS has been
mostly used during emergencies,
unplanned urban settlement and in special
requirements such as to serve people with
impaired mobility such as people with
disabilities, the sick or the elderly who
cannot access the normal sanitation
facilities.

In Dar es Salaam, CBS can benefit over
60% of residential plots in unplanned
urban settlements are located in low land,
with high water table and risk o flooding
(Brandes et al., 2015). In these areas, CBS
can be used particularly during flood
events as an emergency sanitation solution
than resorting to flying toilets or open
defecation. CBS can also serve as an
alternative solution to meet sanitation
needs of people with special needs
particularly houses that have adopted
mound toilets which are inaccessible for
people with disabilities, the elderly and
sick. In Dar es Salaam mound toilets with
raised superstructure are common in areas
such as Majumbasita as an adaptation
strategy for high water table (Chaggu,
2004). However, the introduction of CBS
in Dar es Salaam may face institutional
and cultural challenge. CBS has not been
identified as one of the sanitation policy
option (URT, 2016). Therefore, its
acceptance may depend on policy and
institutional arrangements that are set to
favour running of CBS program. Most of
CBS are urine diverting dry toilets
(UDDT), a feature that may lead to low
social acceptability among "washers" who
are the majority in Dar es Salaam (Jenkins
et al., 2015; Chaggu, 2004).
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Modified Technology Options for
Desludging

Modified hand tools for desludging

The modified hand tools for manual pit
emptying include long-handled shovels,
hay rake and hooks (Plate 2). These tools
are used along with safety gears
particularly face masks, eye protection,
gloves, boots, hardhat, overalls,
disinfectants for cleaning up (WHO,
2018). The ability of hand tools to work
effectively with dense faecal sludge and
high solid waste content in high density
areas has made hand tools to persist for
decades (GOAL, 2016). The modified
hand tools rely on local labour, low capital
and operational cost and the process is less
affected by breakdowns in machinery or
running out of fuel (GOAL, 2016).  The
tools have the capability of emptying the
entire pit, unlike other desludging methods
that seldom do so (Thye et al., 2011).
Nevertheless, the viability of these tools
depend on reliable transport means to
avoid haphazard disposal of faecal sludge
in surroundings (Thye et al., 2011). These
modified tools are difficult to use when
they are heavy and very long to reach pits
deeper than 4 m (O’Riordan, 2009).

The technical and social context of Dar es
Salaam may favour the application of the
modified manual hand tools. The use of
dry pit latrines which cannot be desludged
with vacuum tanker are still common in
Dar es Salaam whereby over 60% of
residents in use dry type toilets such as
VIP latrines and other pit latrines (URT,
2015). Emptying using manual tools is
socially acceptable as indicated by the
prevalence of manual pit emptying in the
city (Jenkins et al., 2015). The use of
modified hand tools may face challenges
especially when they are to be used along
with personal protective equipments to
enhance their safety. The compliance of
manual pit emptiers on the use of personal

protective equipments may be low because
of high temperature and humidity in Dar es
Salaam (Dar) that discourage their use
(Keller et al., 2017). Dar es Salaam
temperature range between 24 - 27oC
(Brandes et al., 2015) which is high.

Plate 2: Hand shovel/Scoop (Still and
O’Riordan, 2012b)

Furthermore, the enforcement of the use of
personal protective equipments may be
difficult to monitor and supervise because
the manual emptying process usually takes
place during the nights for fear of the
stigma and ostracism (Brandes et al.,
2015; Murungi and van Dijk, 2014).
Additionally, the use of hand tools for
desludging may face the institutional
challenge as they have not been included
in sanitation guidelines as options for
desludging (URT, 2009; URT, 2019b).
Another institutional environment that
constraints the use of manual hand tools is
the unavailability of disposal sites during
the night hours since the designated faecal
sludge disposal points operate during day
time between 07:30 a.m. to 03:30 p.m.
while manual desludging is always
performed during the night or outside the
working hours (WaterAid, 2010). In this
case, the manual tools may increase the
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risk of haphazard faecal sludge disposal in
Dar es Salaam.

The Sludge digger

A sludge digger is a bucket-based
technology with the ability to desludge
both wet and dry faecal sludge as well as
shallow and deep toilets. As described by
SuSaNa (2017) a sludge digger, comprises
of an 8 litre bucket tied to a metal bracket,
with a pivot to allow the bucket to rotate
between upright and upside-down
positions. A rope (normally nylon) is
attached to the rim of the bucket, which is
held in the operator’s hand to manoeuvre
as needed. The bucket fits a 25 cm hole. It
has a telescopic handle that allows
adjustment to reach deeper toilet pits, plate
5. One advantage of the sludge digger is its
ability to remove faecal sludge without the
removal of solid waste separately. The
technique requires that the access hole is
provided to the toilet pit to pass the bucket.

The application of the sludge digger in Dar
es Salaam may have a mixed experience.
The solution may work well with septic
tanks and offset pits which have an access
point for desludging. For toilets that lack
access holes and have a squatting hole of
less than 25 cm, the technology may not be
successful. The average pit hole size of the
majority of pits in Dar es Salaam ranges
between 20 – 30 cm (Brandes et al., 2015).
Hence, toilets with a diameter less than 25
cm will miss the service or may need the
slab to be broken to open. The technique
may face institutional challenges in the
beginning since it is yet to be included in
national guidelines or promotional
programmes.

The excrevator

Excrevator (Plate 4), is a modified version
of a screw auger. As described by GOAL
(2016), an excrevator comprises of a 4-
inch diameter pipe containing an auger

which is rotated by a hydraulic motor that
lift sludge up the pipe and out through a
wye connection under which the collection
container collects faecal sludge. An
excrevator can desludge a 1 m3 pit in 30
min and is adopted for desludging both
wetter and dry faecal sludge. A reversible
operational property of the auger can easily
limit blockage due to rubbish.

Plate 3: A fully functional sludge digger
(Source: SuSaNa, 2017)

Plate 4: Excrevator (GOAL, 2016)
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The excrevator’s ability to empty both
wetter and dry faecal sludge while
isolating solid materials in the pit during
desludging process increases its potential
of being used in Dar es Salaam. The
presence of solid waste in a pit is a big
problem in Dar es Salaam (Brandes et al.,
2015). The 40% of toilets that are full in
Dar es Salaam unplanned settlements
provide potential customers of the service
(Jenkins et al., 2015). However, as the
technology is imported, a ready supply of
spare parts need to be assured (Thye et al.,
2011). Moreover, being manually operated
equipment, it is prone to some limitations
related to manual operated equipment as
discussed in preceding sections such as
stigma to the operators and challenges
related to the operation of discharge points
during night hours.

The Gulper II or Rammer

Gulper II or Rammer is a direct lift pump
with an outer casing sliding up and down
forcing sludge up the pump without using
suction, (Plate 5). As described by GOAL
(2016), the technology can reach a depth of
3 m unlike the former Gulper, which
reached a maximum depth of 2.4 m. The
handle of Gulper II is improved to address
the challenges related to ergonomics by
introducing a donkey handle level arm.
Rammer has a flexible outer hose outlet to
facilitate hygienic operation by limiting
splashes and spills. The laboratory results
of performance tests revealed that Gulper
II can pump sludge with a high shear
strength of up to 500 kPa compared to the
Gulper I, which had a maximum capacity
of 100 kPa (Keller et al., 2017; GOAL,
2016). Gulper II can be manufactured
locally; hence it is relatively easier to
remain functional for a long time without
down time.

Rammer’s potential applicability in Dar es
Salaam lies on its ability to reach a depth
of up to 3 m. In Dar es Salaam, the

majority of the sanitation facilities have an
average depth of around 3 m, which can be
reached by Rammer (Brandes et al., 2015).
Institutional arrangement favours use of
Rammer as it is in the menu of
recommended desludging technological
options (MoHCDGEC, 2012).

Plate 5: Gulper II or Rammer (GOAL,
2016)

Plate 6: The eVac (Still and O’Riordan,
2012b)

The eVac

The eVac uses an electric-powered pump
to suck faecal sludge. The unit comprises
the vane pump, motor and a generator
(Plate 6). The pump can fill a 40 L
container in 10 seconds only, thus
emptying an entire pit in 30 minutes only
(Still and O’Riordan, 2012a). The
technology is compact and can manoeuvre
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in narrow lanes. The eVac weighs around
63 kg hence can be easily carried to the
vehicle and moved from one community to
another. This technology solution works
better with thin faecal sludge common in
septic tanks and pour-flush toilets.
However, the technology can be easily
blocked by plastic bags and spillage may
occur during desludging, which could
contaminate the surroundings (Still and
O’Riordan, 2012a). The eVac is a
relatively sophisticated technology with
some spare parts required to be ordered
from the manufacturer (Thye et al., 2011).

The eVac has the potential of being
applied in Dar es Salaam as some
households use flush toilets and septic
tanks and the number of users of pour flush
is on the increase. In 2012, the coverage of
pour flush toilets for the entire Dar es
Salaam was 29.2% (URT, 2015), but in
2016, the use of pour flush increased to
over 50% in some unplanned settlements
in Dar es Salaam such as Keko
Machungwa (Kasala et al., 2016).
Blockage due to plastic bags in faecal
sludge may not be a problem following
ban of the use of plastic bags in Tanzania
from June 2019 (WWF, 2019). Table 1
provides a summary of the general
advantages and limitations of each of the
desludging technology discussed.

Modified Technology Options for
Transportation of Faecal Sludge

Small pick-up trucks and motorized
tricycle

Small pick-up trucks and motorized
tricycles transport sludge in drums on the
load bed. The faecal sludge can be carried
in sealed containers or in a single large
tank mounted on the load bed of the vessel.
According to Strande et al. (2014), the
tricycle can carry a load of up to 1,000
litres at one time while the pick-up trucks
can transport between 2,000 and 5,000

litres of faecal sludge. Major advantages of
these small to medium scale transportation
equipment is their ability to carry relatively
larger volumes and over greater distances
at higher speeds than manual transport.
Spare parts for these small and medium
size means of transport are usually
available locally. Another advantage of
this mode of transport is that they are
multipurpose and can be used to transport
more than one type of waste in different
forms as many small containers or as a
single large container. Although being
multipurpose has some disadvantages of
unintended misuse. For example, in Dar es
Salaam, some operators changed the use of
motorized tricycle from carrying faecal
sludge to carrying solid waste (Godfrey
and Mtitu, 2015).

Transfer stations

Faecal sludge transfer stations (FSTS) also
called Septage Transfer Stations forms
intermediate facilities for holding faecal
sludge from onsite sanitation systems
(Tilley et al., 2014; Mukheibir, 2015). In
the Philippines, transfer stations are
usually recommended when more than 5%
of houses are inaccessible by vacuum
trucks (Oxfam, 2016). As described by
Strande et al. (2014), FSTS splits
transportation system into primary and
secondary transportation. Primary
transportation involves transportation of
faecal sludge from desludging points to the
transfer stations and secondary
transportation involves transportation of
faecal sludge from the transfer stations to
the final discharge points. Transfer stations
can be temporary or permanently stationed
and can be categorised into fixed or mobile
modes. Mobile mode take the form of a
tanker or trailer pulled by a tractor or
tanker fitted on a wheeled chassis, but
fixed mode of transfer stations include
permanent storage container, modular
transfer station and multi-functional
permanent (Strande et al., 2014).
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Table 1: Summary of advantages and disadvantages of desludging technological options
reviewed

Technology
option

Advantages Disadvantages Reference

Modified
hand tools

 Manufactured locally

 Can access most locations

 Affordable and easy to use

 Can achieve desludging of
entire toilet pit

 Relies on local labour which
means spending funding in the
community

 Process less affected by
breakdowns

 Need to break open the slab

 High temperature may affect
the use of heavy-duty gloves
and gumboots

 Risk of contracting a disease is
high

 Risks from pit collapse

 Lack of space onsite for
disposal

 Slow emptying

(GOAL, 2016)
(Still  and
O’Riordan,
2012b)
(Thye et al.,
2011)

The eVac  Successful at desludging wetter
FS from flush and pour flush
latrines,

 Unsuccessful at emptying drier
pit latrines

(GOAL, 2016)
(Still and
O’Riordan,
2012b)

Sludge Digger  Can empty FS without
fluidising or removing rubbish
before pumping

 Can empty both wet and dry
FS,

 Simple to maintain and

 Unaffected by rubbish in faecal
sludge

 A need to dismantle slab for
the bucket to access FS in the
pit

(GOAL, 2016)

Gulper II  Can be made locally

 Can reach toilet pits 3 m deep

 Can access most locations
because of light weight

 Flexible hose pipe facilitates
hygienic operation.

 A donkey handle allows easier
pumping.

 Cannot desludge pit deeper
than 3 m

 Desludged faecal sludge may
need to be contained and
transported using buckets

 Slow emptying process

(GOAL, 2016)
(Still and
O’Riordan,
2012b)
(Thye et al.,
2011)

Excrevator  Compact and can easily be
carried

 The auger is mounted on a
dolly frame to allow easy
movement in and out of the
pits.

 The rotation of the auger can
be reversed which is very
useful for when rubbish or FS
gets blocked inside the pipe.

Sophisticated and some spares will
need to be imported
Assortment of tools are needed to
cater for the highly variable nature
of FS

(GOAL, 2016)
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In Dar es Salaam, the two sites designated
for faecal sludge management are very far
from the many unplanned urban settlements
(Brandes et al., 2015). Gulper groups
hauling faecal sludge using tricycles already
find it uneconomic transporting faecal
sludge for a distance of over 30 km to the
discharge points (WaterAid, 2010; Godfrey
and Mtitu, 2015). Transfer stations were
introduced in Dar es Salaam in 1990s along
with MAPET desludging technology.
However, they were impractical because of
lack of space, rejection and low institutional
support (Boot, 2008). The feasibility of
mobile and multifunctional transfer stations
ought to be investigated in Dar es Salaam to
complement the Gulpe operations.

Knowledge Gaps Identified

The review has identified three major
knowledge gaps on the application of
modified technological options applicable
for containing, desludging, and
transportation of faecal sludge in unplanned
urban settlements:
 The link between technology

development and field trials is weak.
Innovators of technology would wish to
test their technology in the field, but the
process is always not straight forward
(SuSaNa, 2017). Research on how
efficiently to strengthen the link between
technology advancement and uptake
ought to be done to accelerate use of
more efficient tools.

 The performance of desludging
equipment is affected by the presence of
solid waste in toilets as well as dense
faecal sludge. However, the threshold of
solid waste constituent and viscosity
above which the technology cannot
perform optimally need thorough
investigation particularly for modified
technology such as eVac and Sludge
digger.

 The impact of solid waste on desludging
instruments has been well documented.
Nevertheless, the relationship between

household characteristics and expected
properties of faecal sludge in situ has not
been established. Understanding of
faecal sludge characteristics before
desludging may assist in the
determination of type of technology to
be employed.

CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The potential and constraints of modified
technological options for containment,
desludging and transportation in Dar es
Salam context has been reviewed. The
review found that Dar es Salaam context
favour application of the technology though
with some challenges. Availability of
potential users including those with toilet
filled up with faecal sludge, existence of
manual pit emptying practices, households
located in high water table and high
infiltration, the increasing number of water-
based toilets particularly pour flush and the
high coverage of lined pits makes the
modified technological options technically
viable. Other modified technological options
have been included in the Sanitation
guidelines, which indicates their
institutional compatibility. Nevertheless,
other local situations in Dar es Salaam
constraints the use of modified
technological options. Discharge points
operate during the day only, a practice that
may affect operation of manual desludging
technology which are preferably operated
during the night.

High temperature and humidity may affect
use of personal protective equipment among
pit emptiers. Majority of technological
options have not been included in the
National guidelines, a situation that may
affect their promotion and roll out. The
success on the use of modified technology
for containment, desludging and
transportation in Dar es Salaam is likely to
be realized when enabling environment for
their operation is improved. Improvement
may include the modified technological
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option in the list of recommended
technological options. The including will
build confidence among users on their use
and eventually improve faecal sludge
management in unplanned urban settlements
in Dar es Salaam.
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